
STATE OF WASH INGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 

0062770 

3100 Port of Benton Blvd • Richland, WA 99352 • (509) 372-7950 

September 14, 2004 

Mr. Keith Klein 
Ri chland Operations Offi ce 
United States Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550, MSIN : A7-50 
Richland, W ashington 993 52 

Mr. Roy Schepens 
Offi ce of Ri ver Protecti on 
United States Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, MSIN : H6-60 
Richland , Washington 99352 

Dea r Messrs. Klein and Schepens: 

,~~2ll!~~ 
EDMC 

Re: Eco logy's Review and Response to the US DOE' s Calendar Year (CY) 2003 Hanfo rd 
Si te Mixed Waste Land Di sposal Restri cti ons (LDR) Report, Submi tted in 
Accordance with M-26-0 l G, / -z.38 

This correspondence is provided in response to your letter and report, dated April 28, 2004, LP I t 5 7 
direc ted to Mr. N icholas Ceto, U.S. Environmental Pro tection Agency, and Mr. Michael Wilson, 
W ashington State Department of Eco logy (Eco logy), rega rding the submittal o f the U nited States 
Department of Energy ' s (US DOE) CY 2003 LDR Report. 

In accordance with Milestone M-26-0lN, this report was submitted as a primary docum ent 
which requ ires the lead agency to respond within fo rty-five (45) days . On May 27, 2004, 
Ecology extended the response peri od by one month . On Jul y 8, 2004, Eco logy extended the 
response peri od by .an additional sixty (60) day to accommodate an Ecology inspection w ithin 
the response peri od. This letter and the attached comments consti tute Ecology's respon e to 
US DOE' s submittal. 

The goal of Eco logy ' s July 23 , 2004, inspection was to determine USDO E's compliance with M-
26 by inve ti gating the accuracy of in fo m1 ati on in the LDR Repo ti about the 24 1-CX Tank 
System treatability group , and the appro pri ateness of future pl ans fo r the tank system based on 
availabl e in fo rmation. 
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The inspection identifi ed a severe lack of infomrntion on the 241-CX Tank System; specificall y 
basic info nnation about the conditi on of the tanks and the waste that they contain, as outlined in 
the attached 2003 LOR Report comments. Currently, USDOE and contractors have a Storage 
Assessment of the tank system schedul ed to occur the first quarter of CY 2005; however, due to 
USDOE LOR compli ance hi story, Eco logy is concerned that without making the above chan ges 
to the LOR Report and implementing them as act ions- thi s storage assessment will be 
inadequate to detennine whether the 24 1-CX Tank System poses a risk to the environment in its 
present condition. 

Because of the inspecti on findin gs, Ecology is requesting specifi c changes in the LOR Report. 
Such changes include: a change in the data sheet fo r the 241-CX treatability group which 
indicates that no fu1ih er characteri zati on is needed prior to waste storage; and , the addition of a 
list of acti ons that need to be taken to adequately characteri ze the tanks. 

As yo u know, the LDR Repori identi fies where USDO E does and does not have schedules and 
commitments in place to bring the site into compli ance with the LDR requirem ents . Ecology is 
conside1ing additional actions needed to bring this tank system into compli ance, and w ill 
communicate those requirements by a separate letter. 

If you would li ke to discuss Ecology' s com ments on the CY 2003 LOR Report, please feel free 
to contact me at (509) 3 72-7929. 

Eric Van Maso n 
Enviro nmental Speciali st 
N uclear Waste Program 

E nclosure ( I ) 

cc: Mi chael Co llins, USDOE 
Joel Hebdon, US DOE 
Woody Russell , US DOE 
Gregory Sinton, US DOE 
Donna Yasek, BHT 
Jo hn Doughty, CHG 
Anthony Miskho, FH 
Eileen Murphy-Fitch, FH 
Haro ld T ilden, PNNL 

Stuart Harri s, CTU IR 
Pat Sobotta, N PT 
Russell Jim , YN 
Todd Maitin, HAB 
Ken Nil es, ODO E 
Enviro nmental Portal 
Administra ti ve Record 
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5. Document Number(s)/T itle(s) 6. Program/Project/ 7. Reviewer 8. Organization/Group 9. Location/Phone 

Building Number 

Calendar Year 2003 Hanford Site Mixed Waste Eric Van Mason Washington State 
Land Disposal Restrictions Report Department of Ecology 

17. Comment Submittal Approval: 10. Agreement with Indicated Comment Disposition(s): 11 . CLOSED : 

Organization Manager (Optional) Reviewer/Point of Contact Reviewer/Point of Contact 
Date Date 

Author/Originator Author/Originator 
,} 

12. 13. Comment(s)/Discrepancy(s) 14. 15. Disposition (Provide justification if OT 16. -
Item (Provide technical justification for the comment and detailed Hold accepted.) Status 

recommendation of the action required to correct/ resolve Point 
th e discrepancy/problem indicated.) 

l. An Ecology inspection was conducted on July 23, 2004, to investigate Page 
the accuracy of the data contained in the data sheets for the 241-CX B-53 
Tank System treatability group. The results of this inspection lead 

2.11 .1 Ecology to disagree with the answer given on page B-53, section 
2.11 .1, which states that no further characterizat ion is needed prior to 
acceptance for storage. Ecology believes thjs answer to be inco1Tect 
due to our inspection re ults , which show a severe lack of adequate 
characterization information on the tlu·ee tanks in the tank system and 
any waste they still contain. 

Action : Within forty-five ( 45) days, change the answer to question 
2.11 .1 on the Location pecific Data Sheet for the 241-CX Tank 
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12. 13. Comment(s)/Discrepancy(s) 14. 15. Disposition (Provide justification if NOT 16. 
Item (Provide technical justification for the comment and detailed Hold accepted.) Status 

recommendation of the action required to correct/ resolve Point 
the discrepancy/problem indicated.) 

System from "No" to '·Unknown at this time". In addition, provide an 
xplanat ion of the step that wi ll be completed within one calenda r 

yea r from the update of thi s report so that question 2.1 1.1 may be 
answered by " Yes" or" o". These steps shou ld include, but not , 

necessarily be l im.ited to, characteri zation/des igna tion of any tank 
contents and a detem1ination of the condition of the tanks. '\ 

2. Treatability Group Data Sheets and Location Specific Data Sheets Genera! 
provide waste generation forecasts fo r each ca lendar year from 2004 
through 2008 . H owever, there is no infonnation provided showing 
how much waste was generated from waste streams during the 
reporting period (i.e., calenda r year 2003) . 

Action: Upon submi sion of next yea r' s report, under M il estone M-
26-0 l 0 , provide data showing the amount of waste generated during 
the reporting period . 

3. Ecology Part A Appl icat ion records indicate a PSTF, Rev.0, Part A Page 
was submitted on 2/20/90. W est inghouse Han fo rd Corporation signed B-599 
as co-operator of the faci lity on 1/ 18/90. The Location Specific Data 

2.1 .2 Sheet, secti on 2. 1.2, li sts the fac ility as being in operation since 1991. 

Action : Upon subm.ission of next year 's report, under Milestone M-
26-0 I 0 , change section 2.1 .2 to refl ect that the PSTF has been in 
operation since I 990 . 
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4. Ecology is not aware of a treatabi lity variance for the LAW and HL W Page 
fract ions of tank waste. 1-8 

Action: Within fo rty-five (45 ) days, provide an explanation for this 
assumption. 

,., 
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