














Introduction

WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY
RELATIONS PLAN?

This Community Relations Plan outlines the
public participation processes implemented by the
Tri-Parties under authority of the Tri-Party
Agreement, and identifies several ways the pi  lic
can participate in the Hanford Site cleanup
decision-making process.

In many cases, Hanford public involvement goes
beyond what is required by law because the
Tri-Parties believe public involvement is esse¢ ial
to cleanup success. The Tri-Parties conduct public
involvement and information activities both
cooperatively and independently.

This Community Relations Plan intends to fulfill
applicable state and federal laws regarding
development of community involvement and
public participation plans. The plan also serves as
one of the overall public participation plans
guiding public involvement at the Hanford Site.
Additional project-specific, public participation
plans will be developed as needed.

The Tri-Parties recognize that people nationwide
are concerned and affected by the Hanford Site.
Some primary reasons for public involvement

~ include the following:

e Wher =mbers of the public are involved in
the decision-making process at the H:
Site, they help ensure that better long
decisit  are made.

e Better decisions are made if the public is
involved early, frequently, and regularly.

e Continued pul c support in the cleanup
process will help maintain political support for
cleanup funding.

e If the public is not informed or involved in the
decision-making process, it has reason to
doubt, criticize, or stop the cleanup process.

This is the fourth revision to the Community
Relations Plan. (The plan was originally issued in
1990.) The primary changes in the 2001-revised
Community Relations Plan include updated
information, a better explanation of Hanford Site
public participation plans, and a new format for
improved readability.
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Section 1 — Information Resources and Public Participation Opportunities

Hanford Update Newsletter

The Hanford Update newsletter is published
bi-monthly and provides general information
about Tri-Party Agreement cleanup and
compliance activities. The Hanford Update also
contains information on public meetings,
workshops, and other opportunities to participate
in Hanford Site decisions. The newsletter is
available on the Internet at
http://www.hanford.gov/tpa/updates.html.

Hanford Happenings Calendar

The Hanford Happenings calendar is published
monthly and provides the locations and dates for
upcoming meetings, public comment periods, and
other Hanford Site cleanup activities. The
calendar is available on the Internet at
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/nwpl/pdf/
happenings.pdf.

Fact and Focus Sheets

Fact and focus sheets provide information on
Hanford Site issues, cleanup activities, and
opportunities for public involvement. The
Tri-Parties send out fact and focus sheets
throughout the year.

Meeting Summaries

Summaric  f certain public meetings are
available _ nrequest and are located in the
Public Information Repositories (see the Hanford
Tri-Party Agreement Public Information
Repositories section).

Comment and Response Documents

Following a Tri-Party Agreement public comment
period, a Comment and Response document is
developed by the Tri-Parties to record the public
comments received on an issue. Comment and
Response documents are distributed to those
members of the public who request copies. The
documents are also placed in the Public
Information Repositories and Administrative
Records as part of the decision documentation.

To receive any of the above referenced u

publications, call the Hanford Cleanup
Line at 1-800-321-2008.

HAM C [ iI-PARTY AGREEMENT
PUBLICIM RMAT DN
REPOSITORIES

The purpose of the Public Information
Repositories is to give the public access to
information on Tri-Party Agreement activities and
provide documents for public comment. This
information may include work plans, transcripts,
and summaries of public meetings and workshops,
copies of the Tri-Party Agreement, and other
related documents.

The Public Information Repositories also have
copies of the Administrative Record index. Table
1 in Appendix B lists the Tri-Party Agreement-
related documents normally placed in the
repositories. A checkout service is not available
for documents; however, each library has a
copying service.

To review information on Hanford Site Tri-Party
Agreement issues and the Administrative Record
index, visit the Public Inforr m Rep:  tory
nearest you:

miversity of Washington
Suzzallo Library
Government Publications Division
Box 352900
Seattle, WA 98195
(206) 543-4664

Portland State University
Branford Price Millar Library
Science and Engineering Floor
934 SW Harrison

P.O.Box 1151

Portland, OR 97207

(503) 725-3690
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Section 1 — Information Resources and Public Participation O

¢ Trade newsletters

e Direct mailings to interested parties

e Telephone notification

e Public access television announcements
e Internet postings and calendars

e Notices in the Federal Register

¢ Electronic distribution lists

* E-mail discussion sites.

The Tri-Parties strive to notify stakeholders 30 to
45 days before the start of the public comment
period.

TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT PUB! °
INVOLVEMENT EVALUATION
PROCESS

Creating opportunities for the public to provide
meaningful and useful input to Hanford Site
decisions is an ongoing activity. The Tri-Par s
work with the Hanford Advisory Board and its
committees, stakeholders, and the interested
public cor ~ 1 "y to improve the proce of
evall ing public involvement activities and
events. The Tri-Parties strive to accomplish the
following:

Publish effective advertisements and meeting
notices

¢ Provide sufficient advance meeting notice

¢ Provide factual written material that is easily
understood by the public

e Obtain knowledgeable speakers who are
sensitive to different views and opinions, and
who provide concise, easily-understood
presentations
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e Provide meeting leaders who listen to public
comment and consider input to decisions

e Develop creative and innovative ways to
communicate meeting information to the
public

e Conduct effective meetings

e Provide stakeholder access to the design of
public involvement activities

Ensure meeting locations are convenient,
easily accessible and cost-effective

e Provide timely feedback after meetings

The evaluation process consists of two parts.

Part 1: Evaluation forms are distributed at all
Tri-Party Agreement meetings, hearings,
workshops, seminars, etc., to gather timely
feedback on the effectiveness of specific events
and activities. 1e comment cards include a space
for participants to rate the effectiveness of the
event and how the participant heard about the
event.

Part 2: Ecology leads an annual evaluation of the
overall effectiveness of public involvement
activities for the Tri-Parties. The evaluation
process begins in October of each year. Surveys
are distributed to members of the Hanford
Advisory Board, and other members of the public
who have indicated a willingness to participate, as
well as to Tri-Parties’ management and staff.
Feedback received on public involvement
activities held throughout the year is also included
in this annual evaluation. Ecology coordinates
distribution of the surveys and compilation of the
information, and publishes a final report on the
evaluation results no later than the end of each
calendar year. The final report has a list of
activities conducted during the evaluation period,
including the purpose of the activity and lead
agency; a summary of comments received; a
summary of efforts taken by each agency to reach
new audiences; a description of changes made or
planned in response to comments received; and a
summary of issues raised during the previous













Section 1 — 1formation Resources and Public Participation Opportunities

Solid Waste Financial Assistance Program
Washington Department of Ecology

P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

(360) 407-6061

For more information a
involved in Hanford Site
“Hanford Contacts Han
the Hanford Cleanup Li
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Section 3 — Description of the Hanfc d ¢

» and Aétivities Carried |

mile area. The primary contaminants of these sites
include uranium, metal shavings and dusts, acids,
and solvents used in fuel fabrication operations.

400 AREA

The 400 Area is the 1
Facility, a liquid met.
full-power operation
1993. Initially, the Fe
as a test tool for adva
it then expanded into
development, includi
power systems, medi
international researct
standby period, the F
considered as a possi

tion of the Fast Flux Te
:st reactor that began
982 and shut down in
Tux Test Facility served
d reactor technology, but
er areas of research and
‘usion research, space
isotope production, and
sgrams. During its

Flux Test Facility was
producer of tritium and

medical isotopes for the United States. However,
after seven years in standby status, the Fast Flux
Test Facility was ordered to permanent
deactivation and clos—~~ in late 2000. In early

2001, at the request «
Congressman, USD(
of Fast Flux Test Fac
facility to produce m

Adjacent to Fast Flu:
and Materials Exami
was constructed in 1
processing facility. I
automated fuel fabri
never been used as a
stands empty.

Juid w

generated by |

e Hanford Site’s
wthorized another study
/’s future viability as a
:al isotopes.

st Facility is the Fuels
on Facility. The facility
as a nuclear materials

s also outfitted with an
m ne. However, it has
lear facility, and now

1x Test Facility

were transported to 200 Area waste management

radioactive liquid
investigated to

actions. ...e spent
Test Facility now
de the facility ut
400 Area. It will
facility known as
200 East Area

iford’s roads,
icrete mix plant

site, contaminated storage vaults in the east end of
Gable Mountain, the former town sites of Hanford
and White Bluffs, the Hanford meteorology
station, the Wahluke Slope, and the Arid Lands
Ecology Reserve (including Rattlesnake
Mountain). There is very little contamination in
the 600 Area, except in groundwater beneath large
stretches.

1100 AREA

Cleanup of the 1100 Area was completed in 1995,
and it became the first Hanford area to be
removed from the National Priorities List (created
by the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980). It had
no disposal locations for radioactive or mixed
wastes, but contained several sites at which
hazardous wastes were disposed. These wastes
included batteries and battery acid containing lead
and sulfuric acid, and ethylene glycol (antifreeze).
After cleanup, USDOE gave the 1100 Area to the
Port of Benton in Richland to assist in local
economic diversification. The Port of Benton
created a Manufacturing Mall, and has attracted
several private businesses.
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Section

1nl-CITIES AR_A COMMUNITY BACKGROUND

The Hanford Site has
determining the Tri-C
When Hanford’s miss:
are felt in the Tri-Citi
community reveals th
the Hanford Site for e
growth. The history al
and strengths influenc
economic conditions.

In December 1942, sc
conducted the first co
reaction. In the race t¢

yed a primary role in

s economic makeup.
changes, repercussions
A brief history of the
ri-Cities’ dependence on
omic stability and
reveals its vulnerabilities
present and future

tists in Chicago
slled nuclear chain
:velop nuclear weapons

during World War II, this initial step provided
America the knowledge needed to develop the
atomic bomb. A site was needed to apply this new
technology to weapons production. In January

1943, Hanford, north
the Federal governme
facilities to produce /

To construct the facil
plutonium required f
weapons, the Federal
including the towns ¢
White Bluffs. The H:
the world's first full-s
plants. More than 1,5
evacuated during the
for construction.

Thousands of workers across the nation converged

lichland, was chosen by
s the site to build
rica's nuclear weapons.

that would create the
e world's first nuclear
ernment acquired land,

chland, Hanford, and
-d Site became home to
- plutonium production
1anford residents were
ng of 1943 to make way

on the area in 1944 and 1945 to build these plants.

The population swelled to 51,000 ina _

The world's first three production plutonium
reactors were built about 35 miles north of
Richland, although at the time few knew their

purpose. About two y
started, Hanford prod
America's f

Following \
years, the Fi
the Hanford
production.

government
Richland. A

(,‘ommumty_R
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s after their construction
:d plutonium for

months.

Ric. ind's population consisted of skilled
laborers and highly educated professionals in the
upper-income brackets. This work force provided
the Tri-Cities with a stronger economic base.

In 1958, the citizens chose by popular vote to
incorporate Richland as an independent city.
Although freed from federal oversight of the
municipal government, Richland's economic
well-being remained dependent on Hanford.

By 1945, three plutonium production reactors
were in operation at the Hanford Site. There were
also facilities for the entire nuclear production
cycle, including fuel fabrication, chemical
processing, waste management, and research. In
the mid-1960s, Hanford entered a period of
decline. All eight of the single-purpose plutonium
production reactors were closed between 1964 and
1971. Only the N Reactor, a dual-purpose reactor
producing plutonium and electricity, remained in
operation.

In the 1970s, the Hanford Site became a research
center for peaceful uses of the atom and
alternative energy sources. By 1975, energy
research had become Hanford's major mission.
Besides nuclear energy, solar, geothermal, fossil,
wind, and organic energy sources were studied.

The Tri-Cities was one of the fastest growing

metropolitan areas inthe; ion =~ ~ zthe 270s,
with a population increase of 5¢ nt during
that decade.

The growth of the 1970s was reversed in the
1980s. Starting in 1981, construction of the
Washington Public Power Supply System plant
WNP-4 was terminated, construction on plant
WNP-1 was halted, and plans for additional power
plants were canceled. Only plant WNP-2 was
completed and began commercial operation.
About 11,000 construction jobs associated with
building these plants were lost during that decade.
In the late 1980s, the N Reactor was placed in
cold standby, terminating another major Site

Agreement and Consent OUrder



Section 4 — Tri-Cities Area Community Background

project; and in 1987, the Basalt Waste Isolation
Project was unexpectedly discontinued.

During the decline of the 1980s, the weaknesses
of the Tri-Cities’ reliance on Hanford were
revealed. The severe cutbacks in Hanford jobs
forced many highly-skilled nuclear technicians
and construction workers to leave the Tri-Cities
area. This cost the community a large portion of
residents in the upper-income brackets. Though
many left during downturns in the Tri-Cities
economy, others chose to find alternative local
employment and remain because of the high
quality of life found in the Tri-Cities.

In 1991, USDOE announced N Reactor would be
permanently shut down. Nearly 50 years of
producing nuclear materials at the Hanford Site
for America’s defense had come to an end. Several
Hanford areas were left contaminated by chemical
and radioactive waste from the years of weapon
production. This resulted in the present Hanfi |
Site mission of environmental cleanup.

Thousands of jobs were added at the Hanford Site
to support new and expanded environmental
restoration and waste management activities. In
1994, Site employment peaked at approximately
18,000. Since that time, declining budgets and
restructuring of work have reduced Site
employment to about 11,000.
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Appendix B — Documents to be . .aced in Information 2positories

Public Notices

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976
Part B modifications to the Hanford Site-Wide
Permit

Washington State Permit Applications, Draft and
Final Permits, and Fact Sheets

ADMIN 5TRAT /E RECORD

The Administrative Record serves the same
purpose in the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of
1976, and Washington State Dangerous Waste
Programs. The Administrative Record is the body
of documents and information that is considered
or relied on to arrive at a decision for remedial
action or hazardous waste management.

An Administrative Record file is established for
each group of waste sites with a similar location
and waste characteristics and for each grouping of
treatment, storage, or disposal units for the
purpose of preparing and submitting a permit
application and/or closure plan. It will include all
the documents considered or relied on in arriving
at a decision or to issue a permit or permit
modification. When the investigation process

b a & _ mitaction ¢t
A ive Record file is established. The
USDOE is responsible for management of the
official Administrative Record file (hard copies).
EPA and Ecology (and the public information
repositories) have information listings only.

Environmental Data Management Center
2440 Stevens Center Place, H6-08
Richland, WA 99352

(509) 376-2530

Washington State Department of Ecology
1315 West 4th Avenue

Kennewick, WA 99336

(509) 735-7581

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Park Place Building

1200 6th Avenue, HW-070

Records Center, HW-070

Seattle, WA 98101

(206) 553-0685
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Appendix

~ — Acronym List an | Glossary

FS
FSUG
FY
HAMMER
HCP-EIS
HEHF
HGET
HLW
HMTC
HRA-EIS
HSWA
HSMA
HWVP
IAMIT
M
INEEL
IRA
IRM
ISMS
ISS

ISV

JIC

LDR
LERF
LFI

LL
LLBG
LLMW
LLW

£y

MB
MCL
MOA
MOU
MREM
MSDS
MTCA
MW
MYPP
MYWP
NEPA
NCP
NOAA
NPDES
NPL
NRC
NRTC

COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS AT 1 HANF D SITE

Feasibility Study

Future Site Uses Working Group

fiscal year

Hazardous Material Management and Emergency Response (Training Center)
Hanford Comprehensive Land Use Plan-Environmental Impact Statement
Hanford Environmental Health Foundation

Hanford General Employee Training

high-level waste

Hanford Atomic Metal Trades Council

Hanford Remedial Action — Environmental Impact Statement
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (of 1984)
Hazardous Waste Management Act

Hanford Waste Vitrification Plant

Inter-Agency Management . egration Team

Interim Measure

Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory
Interim Response Actions

Information Records Management

Integrated Safety Management System

Interim Safe Storage (of the reactors)

In-situ Vitrification

Joint Information Center

Land Disposal Restrictions

Liquid Effluent Retention Facility

Limited field investigation

low level

Low-level burial ground

low-level mixed waste

low-level waste

1  kheed M 1. ces, Inc.

Liquid Was\. . .sposal Facility

Megabyte

maximum contaminant level

Memorandum of Agreement

Memorandum of Understanding

Millirem

Material Safety Data Sheet

Model Toxics Control Act

mixed waste

Multi-Year Program Plan

Multi-Year Work Plan

National Environmental Policy Act

National Oil and Hazardous Substances Contingency Plan
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
National Priorities List

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

National Resource Trustee Council
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Glossary

B Plant: Old Hanford plutonium recovery and separations facility converted in 1968 for waste

fractionation.

Barrier: A manmac
and/or to preserve the

Basalt: A dark, fin
Site, there are three d
level.

Basalt Waste Isol
high-level nuclear w:

Base RCRA Prog
as amended, for whic
implements its own d

ddition to a disposal site that is designed to retard or preclude contaminant transport
tegrity of the disposal site.

-ained, extrusive igneous rock. Within the geologic structure beneath the Hanford
nct formations. Basalt flows that have been warped and folded make up the deepest

on Project (BWIP): Program to study Hanford as a possible location for the
repository.

n: Those elements of the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976,
1e state of Washington has received authorization to implement. The state
rerous waste program in lieu of the base RCRA program.

Beta Radiation: Essentially weightless charged particles (electrons or positrons) emitted from the nucleus
of atoms undergoing nuclear transformation.

Bottoms (tank bo
contents have been p1
tanks used to collect

Burial Ground: L.
equipment, usually in

Byproduct Materi
processed primarily f

solution extraction pr
Part 20.3(3).

ms): The concentrated material remaining in the waste tanks after most of the
sed out for solidification or transfer to other storage tanks; refers also to specific
1 bottoms waste from several other tanks.

area specifically designated to receive contaminated waste packages and
nches covered with overburden.

Waste produced by extraction or concentration of uranium or thorium from any ore
ts source material content, including discrete surface waste resulting from uranium
ssses; excludes fission products and other radioactive material covered in 10 ( R

Carbon Tetrachlo-i-le: A chlorinated organic solvent used in the plutonium extraction process at the

Plutonium Finishing }
c effects include «

in_ tion. Other

nt. Carbon tetrachloride is a known human liver carcinogen via inhalation and
ral nervous sy. d ge.

Chromium: An inorganic element, found in the environment in two forms: hexavalent and trivalent.
Hexavalent chromium is carcinogenic via inhalation; hexavalent and trivalent chromium are less toxic via

ingestion. Hexavalent chromium is a primary contaminant in groundwater beneath the 100 Area a

Central Plateau: |
area has approximate
addition, there are pri
Central Plateau.

CERCLA Past Pr:

substances will be ad

(anford.

iford’s 200 East and 200 West Areas are located in this area of the [anford Site. The
'3 million gallons of high-level radioactive waste in aging underground tanks. In
pal nuclear chemical processing and waste management facilities located in the

ice (CPP): A process by which a past practice unit containing hazardous
ssed for response action (as opposed to RCRA past practice).

Community Relations Pl
August 22, 2001
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Gldssary

Closure: Actions taken to reduce the hum: health and environmental threats posed by a hazardous waste
treatment, storage and/or disposal (TSD) facility or unit (along with it structures and contiguous land) after
the facility or unit has received its final volume of hazardous waste. Closure must satisfy applicable
requirements of 40CFR Part 264, subpart G, and of WAC 173-303-610. For purposes of this Agreement, use
of the word closure also includes actions necessary for the facility or unit to meet post closure requirements.

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR): Regulations developed by the federal government to implement
statutory requirements.

Cold Standby: A condition whereby a reactor is defueled and maintained in a state that will allow the
reactor to be restarted, if necessary.

Community Relations Plan (CRP): A public document that provides information on public
participation opportunities and information resources The CRP also encourages and ensures two-way
communication between an affected community and the public agency overseeing the site cleanup.

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA),
also known as Superfund: The federal statute enacted in 1980 and reauthorized in 1986, which
provides the statutory authority for cleanup of hazardous substances that could endanger public health or
welfare or the environment.

Confined Aquifer: An aquifer having defined, relatively impermeable upper and lower boundaries and
the pressure of which is significantly greater than atmospheric.

Containment Building (for the purposes of RCRA Interim Status Standards): A completely
enclosed, self-supporting structure that is designed and constructed of manmade materials of sufficient
strength and thickness to support themselves, the waste contents, and any personnel and heavy equipment
that operate within the units. It has a primary barrier designed to be: 1) sufficiently durable to withstand the
movement of personnel and the handling of equipment within the unit and 2) operated to ensure containment
and prevent the tracking of materials from the unit by personnel or equipment. (Ref. 40 CFR 265.1100)

Contc....nation ,_...oundwater and Curface Water): An impairment of quality by biological,
chemical, or radiological materials that lowers the water quality to a degree which creates a potential hazard
to the environment, public health, or interferes with a beneficial use.

Corrective Action: The RCRA processes of interim and corrective measures. See definitions for Interim
Measure and Corrective Measure.

Corrective Measure: An action taken under RCRA authority to permanently resolve a hazardous waste
release or to significantly reduce the potential for a future release from a unit or group of units.

Corrective Measures Implementation (CMI): The step in RCRA past practice process in which a
corrective action system is designed and implemented; comparable to the Remedial Design and Remedial
Action phases of the CERCLA process.

Corrective Measures Study (CMS): T :step in the RCRA past practice process in which alternatives

for a corrective action system are investigated and screened; comparable to the Feasibility Study phase of the
CERCLA process. (see Section 7.4)
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Glossary

Hanford Advisory Board: Created in 1994 by the Tri-Parties, the Board advises all three agencies on
major cleanup p« cy decisions. The Board ¢« sists of 31 members and their alternates who represent a broad
range of stakeholder interests. Two of the three affected tribal governments are represented on the Board.
One of the tribal governments participates on 1e Board in an ex-officio status.

Hanford formation: Within the geologic structure beneath the Hanford Site, there are three distinct
formations. This is the uppermost level and it consists of gravel and sands deposited by catastrophic floods.

Hanford Operable Units Report: Documents the assignment of individual units to operable units and
provides the rationale and justification for the prioritization of the operable units for the remedial
investigation process.

Hanford Reach National Monument: Managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Hanford
Reach consists of a 51-mile stretch through ! Hanford site. It is located on each side of the Columbia River
with approximately at 0.25-mile corridor. Many types of plant-life and wildlife live on the land.

Hanford Site: Also referred to as "Hanford" or "Site", the approximately 586 square miles in Southeastern
Washington State, excluding leased lands, and State and Bonneville Power Administration owned lands,
which is owned by the United States and which is commonly known as the Hanford Reservation.

Hanford Waste Vitrification Plant (HWVP): A facility to be constructed for treatment of high level
liquid radioactive waste. Liquids are vitrified or glassified in order to reduce the potential for radioactive and
hazardous contamination leaching into the environment. This unit will be regulated under RCRA.
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984, P.L. 98-616 (HSWA): The reauthorization
of the RCRA program, enacted by Congress on November 8, 1984.

Hazardous Substance: Substances regulated under CERCLA, as defined in CERCLA Sec. 101(14).

Hazardous Waste: Those wastes included in the definitions of RCRA 1004(5) and RCW
70.105.010(15).

Hi_arc Waste Mi  _ / 1 NMA): A state program, con Hnly referred to as the State
Dangerous Waste Program, which regulates the generation, treatment, storage and/or disposal of hazardous
wastes in cooperation with RCRA.

In-Situ Vitrification (ISV): A process by which electrical current is passed through contaminated soils
in-place heating the soil to a molten state. While cooling the soils become a homogenous glass-like block
thereby minimizing the leachability of contaminants.

Interagency Management Integration Team (IAMIT): A committee of the Executive Managers
from each agency with the functions of negotiation of new milestones, adjustment of scope and schedule of
existing interim milestones, and Tri-Party Agreement Issue Resolution/Dispute Resolution. The IAMIT also
serves as the interface with the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB).

Interim Measure (IM): An expedited response action taken under RCRA authority to mitigate a
hazardous waste release or to reduce the potential for a future release from a unit.

Interim Response Action (IRA): Ane: :zdited response action taken under CERCLA authority to
mitigate a hazardous substance release or to reduce the potential for a future release from a unit.

Community Relations Plan for tne Hanjord Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Glossarv

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The maximum level of a contaminant in water that can exist
without harming the beneficial use of drinking water. Defined specifically in the Safe Drinking Water Act.

Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA): This Washington State law establishes administrative processes
and standards to identify, investigate, and cleanup facilities where hazardous substances are located.

N-Reactor: N-Reactor is a dual purpose re :tor, generating electricity from its steam by-product in
addition to producing plutonium. It is the only plutonium production reactor at Hanford that has operated
since 1971. It is currently in standby status.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimin: on System (NPDES): Grants authority to EPA and
authorized states to issue permits for discharge of wastewaters into certain surface water bodies within
prescribed limits for constituents, concentrations and volumes.

National Priorities List (NPL): EPA’s list of priority waste sites containing hazardous substances that
will be investigated and cleaned up under the Superfund program.

Operable Unit: An operable unit at Hanford is a group of land disposal sites placed together for the
purposes of doing a Remedial Investigation/ Feasibility Study (RI/ES) and subsequent cleanup actions. The
primary criteria for placement of a site into an operable unit includes geographic proximity, similarity of
waste characteristics and site type, and the possibility for economies of scale.

Office of River Protection (ORP): The U.S. Department of Energy Office of River Protection
manages the tank waste program on the Hanford site.

Parties: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Washington State Department of Ecology, and
the U.S. Department of Energy.

Percolation: Gravity flow of water through pore spaces in rock or soil.
PH: A measure of acidity and alkalinity.
Plume: A defined area of groundwater contamination.

Plutonium: A radioactive element used as the primary fuel in nuclear weapons. Plutonium is purified
during various production operations at Hanford.

Plutonium Uranium Extraction (PUREX): Latest in a line of separation technologies, preceded by
bismuth phosphate and REDOX.

Ponds: Surface impoundments used to contain low-level liquid radioactive wastes, mixed wastes, or
hazardous wastes.

Preliminary Assessment and Site Inspection (PA/Sl): Normally the first step in analyzing the
nature and severity of contamination at a potential CERCLA site and is used to determine if a site should be
nominated for the NPL. Based upon extensive documentation previously submitted to EPA by DOE, this
requirement is considered to have been satisfied for the Hanford Site.

Community Relations Plan for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Glossary

Re edial Investigation (Rl): The CERCLA process of determining the extent of hazardous substance
contamination and, as appropriate, conducting treatability investigations. The Rl is done in conjunction with
the Feasibility Study.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA): A federal law enacted in 1976 that regulates
the generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous wastes.

Response Action: The CERCLA processes of interim response and remedial actions. See definitions for
Interim Response Action and Remedial Action.

RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA): The initial RCRA process to determine whether corrective action
for a RCRA past practice unit is warranted, or to define what additional data must be gathered to make this
determination; analogous to a CERCLA Preliminary Assessment and Site Inspection

RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI): The RCRA process of determining the extent of hazardous waste
contamination; analogous to the CERCLA Remedial Investigation.

RCRA Past Practice (RPP): A process by which a past practice unit containing hazardous wastes or
hazardous constituents will be addressed for corrective action, regardless of the date waste was received or
discharged at a unit.

RCRA Permit: A permitunder RCRA and/or HWMA for treatment, storage or disposal of hazardous
waste.

Reverse Well: Liquid waste disposal structure consisting of a well (sometimes drilled into the water
table) into which waste solutions were pumped.

Revised Code of Washington (RCW): The Washington State statutes.

Ringold formation: Within the geologic  ucture beneath the Hanford Site, there are three distinct
formations. This is the second layer, consisting of layers of silt, gravel, and sand.

Risk As sment: An analysis of the potential adverse effects to human health and/or the environment
(current or future) caused by radionuclide and/or hazardous substance releases from a site in the ab____ce of
any actions to control or mitigate these releases.

River Protection Project (RPP): The River Protection Project consists of the Hanford contractor staff
who support the tank waste program.

Salt Cake: Crystallized nitrate and other salts deposited in waste tanks, usually after active measures are
taken to remove moisture.

Sanitary Landfill: A burial operation for disposing of nonradioactive, nonhazardous waste or garbage.
Signatories: The Signatories are: For the DOE, the signatory shall be the Manager, Richland Operations

Office. For the EPA, the Signatory shall be the Regional Administrator for Region X. For the Washington
State Department of Ecology, the signatory shall be the Director.
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Appendix E — Acronym List and Glossary'

Vault: A RCRA approved, subsurface structure designed for permanent disposal of low-level mixed wastes
in grout. ’

Vitrification: See Hanford Waste Vitrification Plant (HWVP) or In-Situ Vitrification.
Wahluke Slope: ¢  known as the North Slope, this area is located across the Columbia River and is

managed by the U.S. and Wildlife Service as a wildlife refuge. The Wahluke Slope and the Fitzner-
Eberhardt Arid Lands logy Reserve is approximately 45 percent of the Hanford Site and has been cleaned

and removed from El Superfund list.

Washington Adm  trative Code (WAC): The Washington State regulations.

Waste Isolation P Project (WIPP): Located in New Mexico, it is the permanent repository for
wastes. The Hanford began shipping solid wastes to WIPP.

Water Table: The r boundary of an unconfined aquifer surface below which soil saturated with
groundwater occurs; ¢ ied by the levels at which water stands in wells that barely penetrate the aquifer.

200 Areas F 1ite 1 he highest portion (aside from Rattlesnake and Gable Mountains) on the Hanford
Site, containing most ¢ he waste processing and storage facilities.
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