Department of Energy Incoming:9300922

Richland Field Office
P.0O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

. J-RPB-089 "JAN 1 21993

Mr. Roger Willms

Regional Habitat Manager
State of Washington
Department of Fisheries

500 N. Morain, Suite 1200-B
P.0. Box 14

Kennewick, Washington 99336

Dear Mr. Willms:

TRANSMITTAL OF THE CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR REMOVAL OF 100-D AREA VENT
PIPES TO THE STATE OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES

A Hydraulic Project Application (HPA) was transmitted to your office, under
cover letter from Mr. R. D. Izatt, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Field
Office, to Mr. R. Wells, State of Washington Department of Fisheries,
"Hydraulic Project Application for Removal of Vent Pipes from the 100-D
Area," dated April 23, 1992. Your office requested a copy of the approved
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation to satisfy the
requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA). The enclosed
Categorical Exclusion is the NEPA documentation approved for this activity.

As the HPA stated, the removal of the vent pipes will occur when the level
of the Columbia River is low and the pipes are exposed. As this occurs
mainly in the winter, your prompt attention to this matter would be
appreciated. :

Should you require additional information to satisfy the SEPA process,
please contact me or Mr. S. D. Stites of my staff on (509) 376-8566, so that
the vent pipes can be removed before this spring.

Sincerely,

Af)— Kf;ézzAfé/\~_,—
James D. Bauer, Acting Program Manager
EAP:SDS Office of Environmental Assurance,
Permits, and Policy

Enclosure:
NEPA CX Determination

w/0 encl:
H. Engelmann, WHC
. W. Jackson, WHC
W. Oldham, WHC
F. Weaver, WHC
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Mr. Roger Wells
Kennewick Field Qfficsz
State of Washingtan
Oepartment of Fisheries
500 N. Morain
Kennewick, Wasaingtan

ODear Mr. Wells:

HYDRAULIC PROJECT APPLICATICN FOR REMOVAL OF VENT PIPES FRCM THE 100-0 AREA
Please rind enclosad a Hydraulic Project Application for removal aof vent piges
from the island near the 100-0 Area or the Hanford Site. The oroposed
activity, as described in the permit application, is to remove quprox1nqt zly
40 one-inch diameter vent pipes traversing a small island nezr the 100-0 A
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The activity will take placs when the portion of the island containing the
is pelow the lavel of the Columbia River. Only hand teois will be

vent pipes

usad in the ramovzl acIiion. A cermit agoiication is also Deing submitiad o
the U.S. Army Coros o7 Incinesrs 3InC i rsquest 7or =xemotign Trom the
Snhoreiine Managsment ACT is Zaing sucmiitad 2 3enten County. Additionaily, a
notification to the U.S. Pzrk Servics, pursuant ta Pudlic Law 100-30% is deing

made.

Should you have any questions concarning the enclosad application or the
proposad activity, glease contact me or Mr. S. 0. Stites of my staff on

(509) 376-8555.

t, Program Manager
Environmental Assurancs,
nd Policy

o

EAP:SOS P

Enclosure:
Hydraulic Praoject Application

cc w/encl:

P. T. Day, EPA

0. B. Jaamsen, Ecalogy
R. E. Larch, WHC

R. W. 0ldham, WHC
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Construction of the 100 D Rezcior startad in 1843, and the rzzctor gperatad
from 1944 to 1967. The D Reactor was the sacond reacigr built on the Hanfaord
Site. The reactor was cooled with watar withdrawn from the Columpia River,
wnich was then discharged back to the river, arter a holding period of
variable length. The D Reactor was outfitted with two process affluent lines,
baoth 42 inches in diameter, that traversed under the Ezst channel of the
Columbia River, crossad an unndmed isltand, and discharged into the main River
(see Figure A.l). The elevation or the =27{juent lines is grzatar wnera they
pass througn the island, than wners they cross under the £ast channel of the
River. At some point in the construcIion ar operation of the rzicior, p1oes
were added to the process affiuent lines =2 allow venting to occur above the
surfacs of the island. Thesa vent pipes wers made of approximataiy 1 inch
diameter pipe and 2xtsnded from one to thrze fTsel 3ipove the surTace of the
is]and and 2nded in a T arrangement. Figure A.2 i{s a pnatograpn tiken in
1956, wnile the rsictor was operating, wnere stz2im cin be sean venting througn

the pipes an the isiand.

Fr
A reczant surveillance of the Hanford Reagh ravealed that the vent pipes ars
radigactively contaminated and arforts arz underway to remove the vent pipes.
The contamination is affixad %o the intarior of the vent pipes and poses
ttle thrazzt to individuals on the Columbiz River, provided they do naot came
' intarior of I1e vent dipes. The main procass
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intg dirsct cantact wWita Ihs

signed by the Stats or Washington Departme
Enviranmental Protsction Agency, and the U.
portion of the island where the procass a7
high watar mark of the Columbia River. T
te the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE)
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atfluent lines wili 2e 1277 in oiacz until “ina: aisgesition is detarmined in
accaordance with the Hanforg Fageral rFaciiity Agr ament and Consent Order
nt of ccology, the U.S.
Oe

2
t 3
S. Department of Energy. Ti
Tuent Tines traverses is below the
s activity is, thersfore, subject
raquiraments for activities taking
ates, in addition to Wasningtan

placa in Navigable Watsrs of the Unitad
r Hydraulic Projecis.

tata Deparitment of Sisheriss rsquiramen
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Remaval aof the vent pipes is anticipatad £O occur over a period of less than
one weak (currently planned for 2 days) wniie the water Tevel is below the
island surface. This will sarve o essentially 2liminats the 1mpact to the.
River from the planned activities. Approximataly & tao 12 inches or cobbles,
rubble, and sadiment will be excavated at 2ach vent pipe to allow the vent
pipes to be cut aff and czpped. The holes will be fiiled with the excavated
material (see Figure A.3). All excavation and filling will be performed with
hand tools. Prior to backfilling, the Fill matsrial will be surveyed to
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assure that the matarials are not radicactively cantaminatad. Prziiminary
surveys ot the sita have indicatad that the excavatad matsrial will not be
contaminated with radioactivity. In the avent that the axcavatad matarizl is

contaminated, however, the holes will be filled with uncontaminated cobble
from ather nearby portions of the island. Fill matarial will not be brougnt
to the island from other portions of the Hantord Sitse. The pipes will be
placad in appropriate containers for contaminated equipment (i.e., Oemartment
of Transportation approved 53 gallon drums, doubie bagged) and removed from
the island to be dispositioned at an existing Hanford Sits facility. Any
contaminatad axcavatad material will also be placad in apporopriata ccntainers
and ramoved from the island.

The planned zctivities corrsspond ta %he aciiviifias descrized in Nztionwids
Permits 18 and 19 (excavation and 7iliing of less than 10 cubic yards of
material). However, Nationwide Permits are not valid for rivers designatad as
Wild and Scenic, or official study rivers (33 Code of Federal Reguiations
330.5 (b) (7)). The Columbia River between the zdge of the poal of McNary Oam
and Priest Rapids Dam (the Hanford Reach) is under study pursuant &to Public
Law 10Q0-30S, Hanford Rezch Comprzhensive Study. Consegquently, an individuai
permit application has besn sutmitted to the COQE.

Znvivgnmenta’ T~-acis 3and Mitication

-

The snvircnmentz] impacIs of the 2ianneg z¢Iivitias ars very minimal.
Excavation will be Timitad to that necassary to provide adegquats accsss o ths
vent pipes to cut off the pipes below the island surface. The vent pipes, as
they now exist, are a potential public and navigational hazard. In addition,
‘because the portion of the island on wnich the vent pipes are locatad is below
the high watsr level, the area cannot be paosted (with Radiation Pastings)
effactively; remaoving the pipes is the preferrad solution.

Work will not take placz until the watar level is beiow the lavel of the ara:z

the island that will 2e EXCQVQ;EQ. Tn1s s the most significant mitigative

measurs that will De T2K2n ang Wii. 3153 3110w Ihe activity o ce oerformed in
Xxczvatad

<de vent piges and contaminatad 2

i re2isonable manner. [n addition,
matarial (if any) will be removed 7ram the island wnen T work has teen
compietad. These two measures will virtually assure that no contaminated

material will be permitted to sntar the Columbia River.
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DATE SEF 1! 822
REPLY 70
ATTR OF: ERD:ACH\92-£RB-147

s CT: NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PQLICY ACT (NEPA) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
(CX) DETERMINATION: REMOVAL OF 100-D AREA VENT PIPES FROM THE
COLUMBIA RIVER, HANFORD SITE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

T0: Caral M. Borgstrom, Director
O0ffice of NEPA Qversight
EH-25, HQ

Using authority delegated to me by the Assistant Secretary for
Eavironmental Restaration and Waste Management (ZM-1), I have determined
that the subject proposad action fits. within a Typical Class of Action
available for CX in Subpart D of the U.S. Department of Energy NEPA
Implementing Procedures.

The enclosed CX and its supporting information bulletin are provided for
your review as required by 00E Order 5440.1D. A Floodplain/Wetlands
Assassment for this action was reviewed, and the associated Statement of
Findings was published in the Federal Register on July 23, 1992.

Any questions you have may be dirsctaed to me on (509) 376-7395, or your
statf may contact A. C. Harris, Eavironmenta]l Restoration Division on
(2Q9) 376-4339, or the Richaland Fiald Officz NEPA Compliance Officer,

- e

Jann D. Wagoner

Manager
Enclasures:
1) CX Determination - CRIGINAL sianen By
2) Infaormation Bulletin J.R. HUNTES
CC w/encls:

L. P. Duify, EM-!

4. Lawson, EM-43 (2 copies;

R. S. Scott, EM-20

J. C. Ts . EM-2&

R. P. Whitrield, £ -40

cc w/a encls: :

M. K. Harmon, EM-442 ALLAN.H\VENTPIP2.LTR

S. A. Mann, EM-44

J. L. Monhart, £M-442 Record “-te & bcc's: See resversa

it 740 T B S S aan




CATEZQRICAL EXCLUSION FOR
REMOVAL QF 100-N AREA VENT PIPES FROM THE CJLUMBIA RIVER,
HAl )RD SITE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

Proposed Action

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Richland Field Office (RL) proposes to
remove 40 vent pipes which protrude above the ground surfacz on 100 ) Island.

Location of Action
100-0 Island, near 100-D Ar=a of the Hanford Site, Richland, Washington
Description of Proposad Action

The proposad action would remove 40 l-inch diameter vent pipes wnich protrude
1 to 3 feet above the ground surfaca2 on 100-0 Island in the Columbia River
near 100-0 Area. This action would be necassary to eliminate a potential
navigation and public exposure hazard. These pipes were installed to vent two
42-inch diameter process effluent pipes serving the 100-0 reactor which was
shut down in 1967. The vent pipes would be removed by excavating below ground
level in the immediate vicinity of each vent pipe, cutting and capping pipe,
and backfilling the hole. Excavation would be done with hand tools to
minimize disturbancs. Radiological surveys indicats that the matarials to be
axcavated are uncontaminated, and that the vent pipes themselves have only
unsmearable contamination, however, sxczvitad matarials would be surveyed, and
any materials found contaminatad wouid De remcved and replaczad with
uncontaminatad cobbles from 2lsewnere on the isiand for backfilling. The vent
pipes and any contaminated material 2=ncountered would be properly packaged and
transported to existing Hanford Site radicactive waste facilities for
disposal. The proposed action would be performed during seasonal low water
lavel when the is1l: 1 is exposed. No cultural resources nor endangered
species have been identified on the island.

Becausa these aciivities would take piacz on an island within the Hanford

Reach, the National Pirk Servicz o7 the Deparitment o7 the Interior was

notified pursuant to P. L. 100-305. A Fioodplain/Wetlands Assassment as

addressina this action was raviewed, and a Statament of Findings was published
the F¢ 3ra3l Reagister (FR) on July 23, 1992.

Categorical _:clusion (CX) to be applied

The following CX is listed in the DOE National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Implementing Procadures, 10 CFR 1021, Subpart 0, which was published in the
Friday, April 24, 1992, FR (57 FR 151Sl):

B6.1 Removal actions under CZRCLA (including those taken as final response
actions and those takan befors remedial action) and removal-type actions
similar in scope under RCRA and other authorities (including those taken
as partial closurzs actions and those taken before corractive action),
including tr2atment (2.g., incineration), recovery, storage, or disposal
oF wastas at existing faicilities currently handling the type of wasts
invglved in the ramova: action. These actions will meet the CEZRCLA
requiatory cost and fime 1imits ar satisty 2ither of the two ragulatory




exemptions from those cast and time lTimits (National Contingency Plan, 40
CFR part 300)...."

on the human environment, and meets the conditions for the CX: it dces not
have extraordinary circumstances; it is not connectad to other actions with
potentially significant impacts; it is not precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10
CFR 1021.211; it does not threatsn a violation of applicable statutory,
regulatory, or permit requirements for enviraonment, safaty, or health,
incTuding OOE Orders; it does not require siting, construction, or major
expansion of waste storage, disposal, recavery, or treatment facilities; it
does not disturb hazardous substancess, pallutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-
excluded petroleum aor natural gas products that preexist in the environment
causing uncontrolled or unpermittad releasaes; it does not adversely impact
environmentally sensitive resaurcas such is historic properties, cultural
resogurcas, threitsned or endangerad species, and floodpiains and wetlands; it
meets the CEZRCLA time and cost limitations identified in the National
Contingency Plan, 40 CFR part 300. QOocumentation far the project indicating
satisfaction of the canditions of this CX will be retained by RL.

This CX is appropriate becayse the action would not have a significant effect

[ have reviewed the documentation and do not object to the use of this CX.

2. 771 .
Signature: /—2'//’?'/’1: .X -/QL&-,(,U:‘L/"«—, f/g i

Paui r. X. Dunigany Jr./

RL NEPA Compliance Officer

Compliance Action

[ have determined that the proposed action meeis the reguiraments for the CXs
reterencad above. Therefore, [ have determined that the propasad action may
be categorically excluded from further National Environmental Palicy Act
(NEPA) review and documentation.

A
S iture: 42%({@L&a¢.,. Sau °’HZ9L.

Jonn @. Wagoner, Manager ata
Richland Field Offics

£H4~25 has reviewed this detsrmination= and has no objeciian.

Signature:

Caroi M. éa?gstrom, Oiractor Date
Q0ffice of NEPA Qversignt, EH-25

* Removal of 100-2 Ar=az Vent ?ipas From Tne Coiumbia River
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