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submittal of an Ecological Assessment Remedial Investigation Report, with the expectation that
this report can be completed in the current fiscal year (FYO1). Please note that USDOE made the
commitment to do this work in the Implementation Plan; therefore, Ecology and EPA do not
view this as new work. It is our opinion that the report can be accomplished through review and
compilation of the existing data that USDOE cited in its 9/21/99 letter. EPA’s guidance provides
the description of the report (see enclosed).

The Natural Resources Trustee Council previously noted the deficiency of USDOE’s 200 Area
strategy:

Recommendations for Ecological Exposure/Effects Assessment of the 200 Area, letter
dated 12/2/99, from Susan Coburn Hughs, Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council
C' 'r, to Keith Klein, Doug Sherwood, and Michael Wilson.

The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) noted the same deficiency in
its review comments on the 200 Area Implementation Plan (letter from Jay McConnaughey,
WDFW, to Bryan Foley, USDOE, Re: Comments on the document titled 200 Areas Remedial
Investigation/Feasiblity Study Implementation Plan — Environmental Restoration Program,
DOE/RL-98-28, Draft B). The WDFW has separately submitted comments to USDOE on
individual 200 Area operable unit work plans.

Further, USDOE’s own 200 Area Implementation Plan presents information that is inconsistent
with USDOE’s assertion that all of the necessary information has already been collected:

Section The text acknowledges the role of wildlite in spreading contamination:

F8.2, Page | “Badgers . .. have been suspected of excavating contaminated soil at 200 Area
F-15, 4" radioactive waste sites (O’Farrell et al. 1973).”

paragraph | This acknowledgement is inconsistent with the lack of direction on biological
samp)in~ within the Implementation Plan.

Section The text acknowledges the importance of biological vectors in contaminant
F8.4, Page | transport:

F-16, 5™ “Wildlife and plants in the 200 Areas have a history of taking up contaminants
(4" full) from waste sites through burrowing and root penetration (e.g., Johnson et al.

paragraph | 1991, 1994).”
' This acknowledgement is inconsistent with the lack of direction on biological
sampling within the Implementation Plan.

Integration between ER and PP

The relevant Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order Change Control Form (M-13-99-01,
dated 1/3/99) recognizes “The efficiency gained from integrating data needs and










