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21-TF-001444 
 
Mr. David Bowen, Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard 
Richland, Washington  99354 
 
Dear Mr. Bowen: 
 
TRI-PARTY AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN TEST BED INITIATIVE 
 
This letter is in response to 19-NWP-064, dated April 12, 2019.  The U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE), Office of River Protection acknowledges receipt of 19-NWP-064.  Please note that 
neither the scale nor the scope of the Test Bed Initiative warrants use of the Tri-Party Agreement 
(TPA) Public Involvement Plan’s public participation.  DOE has shared, publically, in various 
venues, the scope of the demonstration.  This venue includes Hanford Advisory Board, the 
national DOE sponsored Waste Management convention, and recent National Academy of 
Sciences review of Supplemental Low Activity Waste alternatives. DOE has satisfied intent of 
public involvement and transparency.  As a courtesy however, and per Washington State 
Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) request, DOE will include reporting on this activity in the 
monthly TPA meetings starting in May 2021.  Further, DOE remains committed to public 
involvement through the National Environmental Policy Act process by providing the affected 
states and tribes ability to comment consistent with 10 CFR 1021.301(d).  DOE intends to work 
with Ecology as to its requests for information to support Ecology’s State Environmental Policy 
Act development and obtain the necessary permits for the demonstration. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Brian Harkins, Deputy Assistant Manager, Tank 
Farms, Office of River Protection, on (509) 376-3567. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 Delmar Noyes 
 Assistant Manager for Tank Farms 
TF:KWB Office of River Protection 
 
cc:  See page 2 
  

April 26, 2021

Delmar L. 
Noyes
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