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August 31, 2021           21-NWP-125 
 
 
 
Brian T. Vance, Manager 
Office of River Protection 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 450, MSIN: H6-60 
Richland, Washington  99352 

Valerie McCain, Project Director 
Bechtel National, Inc. 
2435 Stevens Center Place, MSIN: MS19-A 
Richland, Washington  99354

 
Re: Submittal of the Certification Package that the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant Low-

Activity Waste Facility has been Constructed in accordance with the Hanford Facility Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion, Revision 8C, for the 
Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of Dangerous Waste, Part III, Operating Unit Group 10, Waste 
Treatment and Immobilization Plant (WTP Permit), WA7890008967 

 
References: See page 3 
 
Dear Brian T. Vance and Valerie McCain: 
 
The Department of Ecology (Ecology) received the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant 
(WTP) Low-Activity Waste (LAW) Facility Certification Package (Reference 1), in accordance with 
WTP Permit condition III.10.C.2.a.  
 
The submitted package is the final component of the construction certification process. The WTP 
LAW Facility construction certification was a coordinated effort between Ecology, and the United 
States Department of Energy – Office of River Protection and Bechtel National, Inc. (Permittees). 
The scope of this certification includes the following LAW Facility Systems and their ancillary 
equipment to support the Direct Feed LAW effort: 

 LAW Radioactive Liquid Waste Disposal System 

 LAW Melter Process System 

 LAW Primary Offgas Process System 

 LAW Secondary Offgas/Vessel Vent Process System 

 LAW Concentrate Process System 

 LAW Melter Feed Process System 

 LAW Autosampling System 
 
Ecology is required to verify that the facility has been constructed or modified in accordance with the 
WTP Permit in compliance with Washington Administrative Code 173-303-810(14)(a). This is 
performed through document reviews, facility walk downs, and the Permittees’ submittal of this 
certification package. The purpose of these steps is to ensure that Ecology can make a thorough 
assessment that construction and installation of permit-affecting systems and components has 
occurred in compliance with the WTP Permit. 
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Ecology reviewed the information submitted in Reference 1. We fully accept the Permittees’ 
certification that the WTP LAW Facility Systems and their ancillary equipment have been 
constructed in accordance with the WTP Permit.  
 
During Ecology’s review of Reference 1, we noted the following minor discrepancies: 

1. The letter and title page notation for Attachment 4 should read “Certification Report for 
the LAW Primary Offgas Process System.” 

2. The letter and title page notation for Attachment 8 should read “Certification Report for 
the LAW Secondary Offgas/Vessel Vent Process System.” 

 
Ecology does not require an updated document to be submitted, but noted the discrepancies so that 
changes can be made if and when the document is revised. 
 
Ecology’s determination is based on the process presented by the Permittees through Document 
24590-WTP-PL-MGT-09-0001, Rev. 5 (References 2) and Memorandum CCN 300576 (Reference 
3). This process was established to fulfill the construction certification requirements, and satisfy 
previous agreements made with Ecology. Ecology believes this process provides a thorough 
demonstration that the WTP facilities have been constructed in compliance with WTP Permit 
requirements. Ecology appreciates the cooperative spirit and effort by the Permittees for the LAW 
Facility Systems and associated ancillary equipment previously referenced. 
 
Through the Ecology review and comment resolution process, we have agreed to a format and 
content of the LAW Facility Specialized Verification Matrices (SRVMs) with the Permittees that 
would support our construction certification verification. The LAW Facility SRVMs will be formally 
submitted at a later date, separately from Reference 1. If the SRVM format and content are different 
from Ecology’s expectations, based on our agreed to process, we will need to discuss potential 
outcomes and follow up actions with the Permittees. 
 
If there are any questions, please contact Jay Decker, WTP Lead Design Engineer, at 
jay.decker@ecy.wa.gov or (509) 372-7948. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Suzanne Dahl 
Tank Waste Treatment Section Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
 
nc/ag 
 
cc: See page 3  

Dahl, Suzanne 
(ECY)

Digitally signed by Dahl, Suzanne 
(ECY) 
Date: 2021.08.31 15:03:17 -07'00'
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References:  

1. Letter 21-ECD-001582, dated June 24, 2021, “Submittal Documenting the Waste Treatment 
Plant Low-Activity Waste Facility Has Been Constructed in Accordance With the Hanford 
Facility Resource Conservation and Recovery Act Dangerous Waste Permit, Operating Unit 
Group 10” 

2. Document 24590-WTP-PL-MGT-09-0001, Rev. 5, approved March 29, 2018, “WTP Dangerous 
Waste Permit Certification Plan” 

3. Memorandum CCN 300576, dated April 10, 2018, “Record Completion of Informal Training: 
Completing Environmental Protection Activities in Support of Facility Construction 
Certification” 

 
cc electronic: 

Dave Bartus, EPA 
David Einan, EPA 
Tom Fletcher, USDOE-ORP 
Roger Gordon, USDOE-ORP 
Lori Huffman, USDOE-ORP 
Delmar Noyes, USDOE-ORP 
Paul Pak, USDOE-ORP 
Bryan Trimberger, USDOE-ORP 
Tony McKarns, USDOE-RL 
Daniel Pearson, USDOE-RL 
Jean Dunkirk, BNI 
Lori Fritz, BNI 
Bob Haggard, BNI 
Valerie Lagen, BNI 
Bret Peck, BNI 
Brian Ponte, BNI 
Chris Musick, BNI 
Mark Quick, BNI 
Jon Perry, HMIS 
Mason Murphy, CTUIR 
Jack Bell, NPT 
Rex Buck, Jr., Wanapum 
Laurene Contreras, YN 
ERWM Staff, YN 
Steve Wiegman, HAB 
David Reeploeg, Hanford Communities 

Max Woods, ODOE 
Gail Laws, WDOH 
Debra Alexander, Ecology 
Jennifer Cantu, Ecology 
Annette Carlson, Ecology 
Nitya Chandran, Ecology 
Suzanne Dahl, Ecology 
Jay Decker, Ecology 
Tracy Gao, Ecology 
Katie Hall, Ecology 
Mandy Jones, Ecology 
Yoana Lucatero, Ecology 
Jeff Marusich, Ecology 
Dan McDonald, Ecology 
Oliver Wang, Ecology 
Nancy Ware, Ecology 
Environmental Portal 
Hanford Administrative Record 
Hanford Facility Operating Record 
BNI Correspondence Control 
EPA Region 10 Hanford Field Office 

Correspondence Control 
HMIS Correspondence Control 
USDOE-ORP Correspondence Control 
USDOE-RL Correspondence Control 

 


