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In April 2022, the Hanford cleanup agencies – U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), the 
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), hereinafter referred to as the Parties -- concluded negotiations and reached a 
tentative agreement on proposed Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order 
(HFFACO) revisions for near-term interim milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
(OUs). The HFFACO – also referred to as the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) – includes interim 
milestones as part of the work schedule in the Action Plan. The Parties agreed to pilot an 
“Adaptive Milestone Approach” for identifying scope and schedule for TPA milestones for work 
on the Central Plateau.  This Adaptive Milestone Approach aims to define achievable milestones 
that can demonstrate cleanup progress and be more nimble to emerging priorities, progress, issues, 
and resource constraints.  The approach will utilize decision logic tools to consider varying 
scenarios, priorities, and constraints to Central Plateau cleanup with a goal of providing objective 
insight to optimum work sequences and timing of critical work activities.  The outputs will inform 
meaningful discussion among the Parties when negotiating future enforceable milestone sets.  
Under the Adaptive Milestone Approach, the Parties will establish enforceable milestones over 
nominal 3-year periods.  As existing milestone sets are completed, outputs from the toolset 
considering the latest site conditions will provide updated optimum work sequences and timing 
that decision-makers can use to establish the follow-on 3-year milestone set and inform short- and 
long-term milestone planning.  The overall goal is to provide a milestone framework that 
facilitates efficient cleanup and provides the Parties with a success-oriented path to advance the 
Hanford Site mission as well as result in higher confidence that future enforceable milestones will 
be achievable. 

The tentative agreement addressed 14 interim milestones placed In Abeyance by the Parties listed in 
Interagency Management Integration Team (IAMIT) Determination Number 2021-002, Pilot Use of 
Resource Modeling and Adaptive Milestone Approach to Develop Schedules for Cleanup of Central 
Plateau Operable Units (reference https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097).  The TPA 
change control forms included in this Final Approval Package will create milestones to offset the 
impacts of placing those milestones In Abeyance by: 

 
• Establishing new milestones in the next three Federal fiscal years (FFY) 2023-2025 that 

support planning and progress towards some of the milestones placed in abeyance 
 

• Establishing a 2024 milestone for DOE-RL to submit change control forms that identify new 
dates for the M-015, M-016, and M-085 interim milestones placed in abeyance. 

 
The Parties agree that these changes constitute Good Cause as described in HFFACO Article XL, 
Good Cause for Extensions, Paragraph 120.E, any other event or series of events mutually agreed to 
by the Parties as constituting good cause. 
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These milestones will support Ecology re-issuing the Hanford Hazardous Waste Management Act 
(HWMA) Permit for management of mixed radioactive/hazardous waste. The key elements that 
support the permit are: 
 

Milestones establish a 2024 date for DOE-RL to propose milestones to complete the 
remedial investigation/feasibility studies (RI/FS) for source operable units. This satisfies the 
HWMA requirement that the permit will include schedules for corrective action. The 
HFFACO including its Appendix D schedules are Attachment 1 to the permit. 

 
The final TPA change control forms implementing the tentative agreement are attached and listed 
below: 
 

Change 
Control 
Form 

Title Page 

M-15-22-02 Establish New Negotiated M-015 Series Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 5 
M-16-22-02 Establish New Negotiated M-016 Series Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 10 
M-85-22-02 Establish New Negotiated M-085 Series Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 13 

 
A formal comment period on the proposed change control forms was held from July 5, 2022 
through August 19, 2022.  A public meeting was held on August 9, 2022.  The Responsiveness 
Summary to address the public comments, public comment categories for responsiveness summary, 
and the public comments received are attached as follows: 

Title Page 
Responsiveness Summary  16 
Appendix A – Public Comment Categories for Responsiveness Summary A-1 
Appendix B – Public Comments  B-1 
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William F. Hamel Digitally signed by William F. Hamel 
Date: 2023.01.18 13:33:26 -08'00'

Digitally signed by DAVID EINAN 
Date: 2023.01.19 12:45:15 -08'00'

Date: 2023.01.19 15:19:39 
-08'00'

Change Number 

I 
Federal Faciility Agreement and Consent Order 

I 
Date 

M-15-22-02 Change Control Form 1/24/2022 
Originator Phone 
Mike Clline DOE-RL 509-376~070 
Class of Change 
f 11 - SiQnatories r X l 111 - Executive Ma11aQers r 1111 - Project ManaQers 
Change Title 

Establ ish New Negotiated M-015 Series Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 

Description/Justification of Change 

On September 16, 2021 , the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (DOE-RL), US. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
hereafter referred to as the Parties, agreed to pi lot an • Adaptive Milestone Approach" for identifying 
scope and schedul!e fo r Hanford Federal Facil ity Agreement and Consent Order (HFFACO) milestones 
for work on the Central Plateau. This Adaptive Mi lestone Approach aims to define achievable 
milestones that can demonstrate cleanup progress and be more nimble to emerging priorities, progress, 
issues, and resource constraints. The approach will utilize decision l!ogic todls to cons,ider varying 
scenarios, prioritlies, and constraints to Central Plateau cleanup with a goal of providing objective insight 
to optimum work sequences and timing of critical work actirvities. The outputs will inform meaningful 
discussion among the Parties when negotiating future enforceable milestone sets. 

Cont;nued on page 2 
Impact of Change 

This change contro l form creates 6 new M-015 series interim Milestones: M-015-91 C, M-015-91 D, 
M-015-92D, M-015-92E, M-015-110E, and M-015-120. This change control form also establishes 3 new 
interim Milestones M-015-92F, M-015-118, and M-015-119 for DOE~RL to submit draft HFFACOchange 
control forms which will establish new due dates for 11 existing interim milestones, they are: M-015-38B, 
M-015-84, M~015-91B, M-015-928, M-015~92C, M~015-93B, M-015-93C, M-015-98, M-015-99, M~015-
110B, and M'°'015-112. 

This change control form does not include a change to the due date for Major Milestone M-015-00. The 
Parties expect that DOE will , in the future, propose a change to Major Milestone M~015-00 based on the 
Adaptive Milestone Approadh described in the Description/Justification of Change. 

This change contro l form is being processed in conjunction with Change Control Fonms M-16-22-02 and 
M-85-22-02 that also modify M-01'6 and M-085 milestones in HFFACO Appendix D milestones. 

Affected Documents 

HFFACO or Tri-Party Ag reement (TPA) Action Plan Appendix ID, "Work Schedule Milestones and Target 
Dates lncludingi Designation of Lead Regulatory Agency. " 

Approvals 

Approved X Disapprol\/ed 
W. F. Hamel, DOE-RL Da.te 

NIA Approved Disapprol\led 
DOE-ORP Da.te Page 

T~PL- X 1 of 5 
Approved Disapproved 

DR Eimm, EPA Date 

foi-· »-4 Approved X Disapproved 
D.B. BOllven, Ecology Da.te 
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Change Control Form M-15-22-02 
Page 2 of 5 

Description/Justification of Change (continued) 

Under the Adaptive Milestone Approach, the Parties willl establish enforceable milestones over 
nominal 3-year periods. As existing milestone sets are completed, outputs from the toolset 
considering the latest site conditions will provide updated optimum work sequences and timiing 
that decision-makers can use to establish the follow~on 3-year milestone set and infomi short­
and long-term milestone planning. The overall goal is to provide a milestone framework that 
faci litates efficient cleanup and provides the Partlies with a success,-0riented path to advance the 
Hanford Site mission as welll as result in higher confidence that future enforceable milestones 
wi ll be achievable. 

With the agreement to pi lot the Adaptive Milestone Approach, fourteen interim milestones listed 
in IIAMIT Determination Number 2021-002, p;fot Use of Resource ModeJ;ng and Adaptive 
Milestone Approach to Develop Schedules for Cleanup of Central Plateau Operable Units 
(reJerence https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097) were placed in abeyance. This 
change control form willl create milestones to offset the impacts of placing in abeyance these 
inten m milestones by: 

• Establishing new milestones in the next three Federal fiscal years (FFY) 2023-2025 that 
support planning and progress towards some of the milestones placed in abeyance. 
The 200-BC-1 OU has previously been combined with the 200-WA-1 OU for remedial 
investigation/feasibi lity study (RI/FS), proposed plan, and Record of Decision planning. 
The parties reached conceptual agreement that the 200-BC-1 OU would likely have its 
own remedial action decision separate from the 200-WA-1 OU once the feasibility study 
tasks are completed under the RI/FS work plan. 

• Establishing 2024 milestones for DOE-RL to submi1t change control forms that identify 
new dates for the M-015 interim milestones placed in abeyance. 

• Establishing a new mi lestone for a deep vadose zone laboratory treatabi lity test report. 
This milestone mitigates the impact of suspending the milestone for the 200-DV-1 OU 
RI/FS. 

The Parties agree that these changes constitute Good Cause as described in HFFACO Article 
XL, Good Cause for Extensions, paragraph 120.E, any other event or series of events mutuality 
agreed to by the Parties as constituting good cause. 
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Change Control Fo1m M-15-22-02 
Page 3 of 5 

Authorized Changes 

Modifications to HFFACO Appendix D, "Milestones and Target Dates Includ ing Designation of 
Lead Regulatory Agency ,n are denoted by using strikeout to indicate text deletions and double 
undedine to indicate text additions. 

Number Milestone Due Date 

M-015-9lC Submit Remedial Investigatio:u/F easibditv Studi (RJJFS) 
Work Plan Revision 1. Draft A for the 200-WA-1 and 09/30/2023 

Lead Reirulatorv 200-BC-1 OQerable Units .. with limited schedule 
A2:ency:EPA information. 

M-015-91D Submit a draft:HFFACO change control form to establish 
an itnQlementation schedule (including start date) for 

Lead Reirulatorv activities in the 200-WA-l and 200-BC-l Operable Units 09/30/2024 

A2ency:EPA Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study QU/FS) Work 
Plan.. 

M-015-92D Submit RCRA Facili~ Investigation/Corrective Measures 
Study ffiFVCMS) and Remedial Investigation.IF easibilitv 06/30/2024 

Lead Reirulatorv Studl: (R.I!FS) Work Plan. Draft B for the 200-EA-1 
A2ency: Ecolog;J'. OQerable Unit. v.'ith limited .schedule information.. 

M-015-92E Submit a draftHFFACO change control form to establish 
an itnQlementation schedule (including start date) for 09/30/2024 

Lead Reirulatorv activities in the 200-EA-1 Ooemble Unit RFVCMS/RIIFS 

A2ency: Ecolog;J'. WorkPlan_ 

Submit a draftHFFACO change control form :QCOJ20SttU! a 
M-015-92F new due date for interim Milestone M-015-112 for 

submittal of the 200-IS-1 O12erable UnitRFVCMSJR.UFS TBD 
Lead Reirulatorv W0rkPlan, Draft B (7 dajrs after amiroval of the 200-EA-l 
A2ency: Ecolog;J'. OUWorkPlan. Rev. 0). 
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Change Control Form M-15-22-02 
Page 4 of 5 

Number Milestone 

M-015-ll0E 
Transmit 200-DV-1 OI?erable Unit Lahoraton, Treatahil.in; 

Lead ReITTJlatorv Test Rego:rt. 
As!:enci: Ecology 

Submit to Ecology. a draftHFFACO chan!!e control form 
identtfving new enforceable dates for the following interim 
milestones that were gut «In Abevance '° h::Y lA1\IIIT 
Detennmation 2021-002: 

• M-015-92B. Submit RCRA Facil.i!J: 
Investi.1mtion/Corrective Measures Smdv & Remedial 
Investi.1mtion/Feasibi]i!l'. Study ReQort and PrnQos,ed 
Corrective Action Decision/PrnQosed Plan for the 200-
EA-1 OU (Central Plateau 200 East Inner Area) to 
Ecology. 

• M-015-92C. Submit RCRA Facil.i!J: 
Investiimtion/Corrective Measures Smd:y & Remedial 

M-015-llS Investi.e:ation/Feasibili!l'. Study ReQort and PrnQos,ed 
Correcttve Action Decision/PrnQosed Plan for the 200-

Lead ReITTJlatorv IS-1 OU to Ecology. 
A2enc;{: Ecology • M-015-93B Submit RCRA F acil.in: 

Investi.e:ation/Corrective Measures Smdv & Remedial 
Investi.e:ation/Feasibi]i!l'. Study ReQort. and PrnQos,ed 
Corrective Action Decision/PrnQosed Plan for the 200-
S\.V-2 OU to Ecology. 

• M-015-93C. Initiate characterization field work for the 
200-SW-2 Ooerable Unit landfills in accordance w i:th 
the schedule in the aQQroved RI/FS/RFUCMS Work 
Plan. 

• M-015-110B, Submit Corrective Measures Studv & 
Feasibili!l'. Study ReQort. and ProQosed Plan/PrQQosed 
Correcttve Action Decision for the 200-DV-l OU to 
Ecology. 

Due Date 

02/28/2026 

06/30/2024 
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Change Control Form M-15-22-02 
Page 5 of 5 

Number Milestone 

Submit to EPA, a draft HFF ACO cham;i:e control form 
identi.fving new enforce.able due dates for the follov;.ring 
interim milestones that were !lilt «In Abe:yance" bJ'.: IAMIT 
Detennina.tion 2021-002: 

• M-015-38B. Submit a Feasibili!:£ Study Re:12ort and 
PrQQosedPlan(s) for the 200-CW-1. 200-CW-3. and 
200-OA-1 OQerable Units for Waste Sites in the Outer 
Area of the Central Plateau to EPA. 

• M-015-84, ComI?lete remedial investigation of 2'00-
M-015-ll9 WA-1 and 200-BC-1 012erable unit waste sites in 

Lead Regulatorv 
accordance with the 200-WA-1 and 200-BC-1 RI/FS 
Work.Plan. 

A12:ency: EPA • M-015-91B. Submit Fe.asibih!:£ Study Re:12ort(s) and 
PrQQosedPlan(s) for the 200-BC-l and 200-WA-] 
OJ:?erable units (200 West Inner Area) to EPA 

• M-015-98, ComI?lete remedial investigation of U Plant 
related waste sites located in 200-WA-1 in accordance 
with the WA-1 RI/FS Work Plan. 

• M-015-99, ComI?lete remedial investigation of PFP 
related waste sites located in 2'00-WA-1 in accordance 
withthe200,-WA-l and 200-BC-1 RI/FS Work Plan. 

M-015-120 Submit a drnftHFFACO change control form ]!CO!losing 
enforceable milestones for Central Plate.au deanu:12 for 

Lead Regulatorv milestone 12eriod covering nominallv FY 2025-2027, 
A12:ency: EP A/Ecolog:y includin12: a QIOQosed milestone for submittal of change 
Dual Lead control forms for the next milestone :12eriod. 

Due Date 

06/30/2024 

06/30/2024 
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William F. Hamel Digitally signed by William F. Hamel 
Date: 2023.01.18 13:34:34 -08'00'

Digitally signed by DAVID EINAN 
Date: 2023.01.19 12:46:29 -08'00'

Change Number 

I 
Federal! Facility Agreement and Consent Order 

I 
Date 

M-16-22-02 Change Control Form 01/24/2022 
Originator Phone 
Mark French DOE-RL 509-373-91863 
Class of Change 
r l 11 - SiQnatories r X l 111 - Executive ManaQers r I Ill - Project ManaQers 
Change Title 

Establish New Negotiated M-016 Se,ries Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 

Description/Justification of Change 

On September 16, 2021, the U.S. Department of Energy, Rich land Operations Office (DOE-RL),, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
hereafter referred to as the Parties, agreed to pi lot an ~ Adaptive Milestone Approach" for identifying 
scope and schedul!e fo r Hanford Federal Facil ity Agreement and Consent Order (HFFACO) milestones 
for work on the Central Plateau. This Adaptive Milestone Approach aims to define achievable 
milestones that can demonstrate cleanup progress and be more nimble to emergiing priorities, progress, 
issues and resource constraints. The approach will utillize decision logic tools to consider varying 
scenarios, priorities, and constraints to Central Plateau cleanup with a goal of providing objective insight 
to optimum work sequences and timing of critical! work actiivities. The outputs w ill inform meaningful 
discussion among the Parties when negotiating futme enforceable milestone sets. 

Continued on page 2 
Impact of Change 

This change contro l form creates 3 new M~016 series interim Milestones: M-016-92C, M-016-201, and 
M-016-202. This change control form also establ ishes new interim Milestone M-016-200 for DOE-RL to 
submit a draft HFFACO change control form which willl establish the new due dates for 2 existing intenim 
Milestones M-016-200A and M-016-200B. 

This change contro l form does not indude a change to the due date for Major Milestone M-016-00. The 
Parties expect that DOE will , in the future, propose a change to Major Milestone M~016-00 based on the 
Adaptive Milestone Approach described in the Description/Justification of Chang:e. 

This change contro l form is being processed in conjunction with Change Control Forms M-15-22-02 and 
M-85-22-02 that also modify M-015 and M~085 milestones in HFFACO Appendix D. 

Affected Documents 

HFFACO or Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) Action Plan Appendix D, "Work Schedule Milestones and Target 
Dates lnclludinqi Desiqnation of Lead ReC1u latorv Aqencv." 
Approvals 

Approved X Disapproved 
W. F. Hamel, DOE•RL Date 

N/A Approved Disapproved 
DOE-ORP Date Page 
T~P L - X 1 of 3 

Approved Disapproved 
D . .R. Einan, EPA Date 

NIA Approved Disapproved 
D.B. 18o'iven, Ecology Date 
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Change Control Form M-16-22-02 
Page 2 of3 

Descri ptio:n/J ustificatiion of Change ( oonti n ued) 

Under the Adaptive Milestone Approach, the Parties wil l establish enforceable milestones over 
nominal 3-year periods. As exisbing mi lestone sets are completed, ou~puts from the toolset 
considering the latest site conditions wil l provfde updated optimum work sequences and timing 
that decision-makers can use to establish the follow~on 3-year milestone set and inform short­
and long-term milestone pllanning. The overall goal is to provi:de a milestone framework that 
facillitates efficient cleanup and provides the Part!ies with a success-oriented path to advance the 
Hanford Site miss1ion as well as result in higher confidence that future enforoeable milestones 
willl be achievable. 

Wi1th the agireeme:nt to pilot the Adaptive Milestone Approach, follrteen interim milestones listed 
in IIAMIT Deteffiil'ination Number 2021-002, Pilot Use ofResource Modeling and Adaptive 
Milestone Approach to Develop Schedules for Cleanup of Central Plateau Operable Units 
(reforence https:/lpdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097) were placed in abeyance. This 
change control form willl create milestones to offset the impacts of placing in abeyance these 
interim milestones by: 

,. Establishing a 2024 milestone for DOE-RL to submit chang:e control forms that identify 
new dates for the M-016 interim mi lestones placed in abeyance. 

,. Establishing a mHestone to complete Environmental Restoration Disposal 
Faci lity (IERDF) Supe:rcell 11 Design. This design is needed to construct a new cell that 
will allbw for future di,sposal of contaminated soil and building demolition debris. 

,. Establishing a mil!esto11e for the 231Z Materials Engiineeri11g Laboratory to support 
progress towards demolishing the building and disposing of contaminated debris. 

,. Establishing a millestone for Outer Area waste site response actions that can lbe 
performed independenfly from adaptive mi lestone planning. Confirmatory sampl ing or 
remove treat and dispose (RTD) will be performed per exisbing response action 
deoisions. The Outer Area waste sites {identified by Waste Information Data System 
Identification [WIDS ID]) planned for confirmatory sampling and RTD as required are 
600-354, 600-355-, 600-359, 600-360, 600-361, 600-362, 600-363, 600-387, 600-392, 
and 600-394. If confirmatory sampling indicates remedi1ation is required fo r these sites, 
Rm will lbe completed by the milestone date. The Outer Area waste sites (identi1fied by 
WIDS ID), planned for confirmatory sampling only are 200-IE-46,, 200-W BP, CTFN 2703-
E, 600-71, and 600-227. 

The Parties agree tihat these changes consbitute Good Cause as described in HFFACO Article 
XL, Good Cause for Extensions, paragiraph 120.E, any other event or series of events mutuallly 
agreed to by tihe Parties as constibuting good ca use. 
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Change Control Form M-16-22-02 
Page 3 of3 

Authorized Changes 

Modifications to HFFACO Append i!X D, llMilestones and Target Dates In.eluding Designation of 
Lead Regu latory Agency, " aire denoted by using strikeout to indicate texl: deletions and double 

undedine to rindicate text additions_ 

Number Milestone Due Date 

M-0l6-92C 
Com12lete ERDF SuQercell ] ] Design and submit to EPA 09/30/2024 

Lead Regy!at.orv for approval 
A2ency: EPA 

M-016-201 
Com12lete non-intrusive characterization of Qmcess 

Le.ad Regy!at.orv piping, tanks and gloveboxes, and electrical/mechanical 09/30/2023 

Aeenc~: EPA isolation for the 23 l Z Materials Engineering Laboratory_ 

Submit to EPA, a drnfi HFFACO chanee control form 
identitring n~;v enforceable due dates for the foUov;ring 
TPA interim milestones that were 12ut In Ab~ance by 

M-016-200 IMv.lIT Determination 2021--002: 

• M-016-200A, ComQlete U PWant canJ!on (221 U 
Lead Regufatorv F acilitv) demolit~on in accordance with the Remedial 06/30/2024 

A2ency: EPA Design/Remedial Action Work Plan. 

• M-016-200B, Com!!lete U Plant {22] U Facilirtv) 
barrier construction in accordance with the Remedial 
Design/Remedial Action Vv ork Plan. 

M-016-202 Com12lete res12onse actions (conf"nmatorv sam12ling and 
remove treat dis12ose, as reguired) for 10 waste sites in 09/30/2024 

Le.ad Regy!atorv the Outer Area and confumatoQ:: sampliru! for an 
A2ency: EPA additional 5 waste sites in the Outer Area 
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William F. Hamel Digitally signed by William F. Hamel 
Date: 2023.01.18 13:36:48 -08'00'

Date: 2023.01.19 15:20:29 
-08'00'

Change Number 
I 

Federal Facility Agreement and Conse:nt Order 
I 

Date 
M-85-22-02 Cha:nge Control Form 01/24/2022 

Originator Phone 
Mark French DOE-RL 509-373-9863 
Cllass of Change 
r 1 11 - SiQ natories r X 1 111 - Executive Manaqers r I Ill - Project ManaQers 
Change Title 

Establish New Negotiated M-085 Series Milestones in TPA, Appendix D 

DescriptionlJustification of Change 

On September 16, 2021 , the U.S. Department of Energy, Ridhland Operations Office (DOE-RL), U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecol!ogy), 
hereafter referred to as the Parties, agreed to pilot an "Adaptive Milestone Approach" for identifying 
scope and schedule for Hanford Federal Facil ity Agreement and Consent Order {HFFACO) milestones 
for work on the Central Plateau. This Adaptive Milestone Approach aims to define achievable 
milestones that can demonstrate cleanup progress and be more nimble to emerging priorities, progress, 
issues and resource constraints. The approach will utilize decision logic tools to consider varying 
scenarios, priorities, and constraints to Central Plateau cleanup with a goal of providing objective insight 
to optimum work sequences and timing of critical work actiMties. The outputs will inform meaningful 
discussion among the Parties when negotiating future enforceable milestone sets. 

Continued on oaae 2 
Impact of Change 

This change control form creates 2 new M~085 series interim Milestones: M-085-72A and M-085~5. 
This change control form also establishes new interim Milestone M-085-71 for DOE-IRL to submit a draft 
HFFAOO change control form which will establish the new due date of existing interim Milestone M-085-
70. 

There is no impact to Major Milestone M-085-00 with this change. The major milestone date is currently 
"TBD" with the interim Milestone M-085-01 to establish the major milestone date by 6/30/2026. The 
Parties expect that DOE will propose a due date for Major Mi lestone M-085-00 based on the Adaptive 
Milestone Approach desrnibed in the Description/Justification of Change. 

This change control form is being processed in conjunction with Change Control Fonms M-15-22-02 and 
M-16-22-02 that allso modify M-015 and M~016 milestones in HFFACO Appendix D. 

Affected Docume:nts 
HFFACO or Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) Action Pilan Appendix D, "Work Sdhedule Milestones and Target 
Dates lncludinq Desiqnation of Lead ReQulatory A!=!encv • 
Aipprovals 

Approved X Disapproved 
W. F. Hamel, DOE,RL Date 

NIA Approved Disapproved 
DOE-ORP Date Page 

~ ' JrJ-4 1 of 3 
Approved X Disapproved 

D.B. Bowen, Ecology Date 

NIA Approved Disapproved 
DR Einan, EPA Date 
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Change Control Form M-85-22-02 
Page 2 of3 

Description/Justification of Change (continued) 

Under the Adaptive Milestone Approach, the Panies willl establish enforceable milestones over 
nominal 3-year periods. As existing mi lestone sets are completed, outputs from tile todlset 
consi:dering the latest site conditions wil l provide updated optimum work sequences and timiing 
that decision-makers can use to establlisli the fo!low•-on 3.:year milestone set and inform short­
and long-term milestone planning_ The overall goal is to provide a milestone framework that 
facillitates efficient cleanup and provides the Parties with a successr0riented path to advance the 
Hanlord Site mission as well! as result in higher confidence that future enforceable milestones 
will be achievable. 

Wi1th the agireement to pi lot the Adaptive Milestone Approach, fourteen interim milestones listed 
in IIAMIT Determination Number 2021-002, Pilot Use ofR'eso.urce Modeling and Adaptive 
Milestone Approach to Develop Schedules for Cleanup of Central Plateau Operable Units 
(relerence https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097) were placed in abeyance. This 
change control form willl create milestones to offset the impacts of plaoing in abeyance these 
interim milestones by: 

Establishing a 2024 milestone tor DOE-RL to submit a dhange control form that identifies 
a new date for the M-085 interim rnillestone placed in abeyance. 

Establishingi a rni l!estone to complete demolition preparations for the 224B facility to 
support future demolition and disposal. 

~ Establishingi a rnHestone to complete PUREX ~cold and dark indices" to support removal 
of potential hazards for future work activities w ithin the faoility_ Cold and dark indices w ill 
identify isolation points for all eleotrical and mechanical hazardous energy sources into 
and out of the faci!i1ty in preparabion for facility deactivation. 

The Parties agree tjhat these changes constitute Good Cause as described in HFFACO Article 
XL, Good Cause for Extensions, paragiraph 120.E, any other event or series of events mutually 
agreed to by tjhe Parties as conist.i~uting good ca use.. 
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Change Control Form M-85-22-02 
Page 3 of3 

Authori.z.ed Changes 

Modifica~ions to HFFACO Appendjx D, "Milestones and Targ·et Dates Including Designation of 
Lead Regulatory Agency,,» are denoted by using strikeout to indicate text deletions and double 
undedin.e to 1indicate text additions. 

Number Milestone Due D ate 

M-OS5-72A 
Com:12lete demolition Qreoarations for the 224B Plutonium 

Lead ReITTJlatmv Concentration Facility in accordance with the Removal 09/30/2024 

A2ency: Ecoloey Action Work Plan (QOE/R.L-2017-33). 

}[-085-85 
Com:12lete 202A PUREX Canvon cold and dark indices 

Lead Regulatmv regrui.red to establish electrical and mechanical isofation of 09/30/2024 

A2ency: Ecoloey PUREX_ 

Submit to Ecology. a draft HFFACO chami:e control form 
identifjring a new enforceable dl!le date for the following 

M-085-71 interim milestone that was :12ut In Abeyance bv IAMIT 
Determination 2021-002: 06/30/2024 

Lead Regulatmv • M-085-70, Submit to Ecolo~r a Remedial 
A2ency: Ecoloey Investi2ation/Feasibili!l• Study Work Plan for 200-

CB-1. 
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A formal comment period on the proposed change control forms was held from July 5, 2022 
through August 19, 2022. 

 
The public comments received included varying perspectives and covered a range of 
topics.  The public comment topics were grouped into the following categories: 

 TPA schedules and priorities 
 Cost and funding 
 Public involvement 
 Other comments 

 
No changes were made to the proposed near-term milestones for the Central Plateau operable 
units as a result of public comments.  However, three milestones were modified for the final 
change packages based on additional scope and planning considerations.  The due dates for 
Milestones M-085-72A and M-085-85 were modified based on updated planning considerations 
due to lack of available critical resources such as Radiological Control Technicians.  Draft 
Milestone M-015-117 for the 200-IA-1 Operable Unit was removed to support milestone 
package finalization while the Parties continue discussions and negotiations regarding 
supplemental characterization and focused feasibility study and proposed plan preparation for 
this operable unit. 
 
Appendix A lists the public comments received and identifies which of the above categories 
of the responsiveness summary addresses the comments.   

 
Appendix B provides all the public comments received on the proposed near-term milestones 
for Central Plateau operable units.   

 
A summary of public comments received, and agency responses is provided below.



Responsiveness Summary - Response to Comments for the Tentative Agreement on the 
Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) 

Revisions for Near-term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 

 

18 

I. Comments on TPA Schedules and Priorities  

Comment #1:  Commenters felt that the current milestones should remain on schedule and 
should not be put into abeyance, as this causes the cleanup to be delayed or not completed. 
Many commenters are concerned these delays in meeting schedule could affect the 
environment, wildlife, and public health by allowing Hanford Site contamination to reach the 
Columbia River.  Commenters also expressed concern over worker health and safety. Some 
commenters expressed concern with the pilot adaptive milestone approach, preferring the 
completion of all current milestones as stated in the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA).  Some 
commenters expressed concerns with the development and use of a proposed computer tool in 
establishing future milestones. 

Response:  Hanford Site soil and groundwater cleanup to protect the Columbia River 
is one of Hanford’s key missions and the subject of numerous milestones.  All cleanup 
activities are designed with consideration of the potential risks to workers and the 
environment.  The pilot adaptive milestone approach provides a mechanism to 
facilitate efficient cleanup, take advantage of available resources, and provide a 
success oriented path for DOE, EPA, and Ecology.  The goal of the approach is to 
set enforceable milestones that not only demonstrate cleanup progress, but also are 
achievable on schedule.  This approach seeks to use multiple tools and inputs to 
inform TPA managers in setting priorities considering multiple factors, such as 
funding, activity duration, regulatory requirements, and relative risk to human 
health and the environment.  The Parties will continue to provide information 
regarding work covered by out-year milestone negotiations.  

Comment #2:  Commenters stated that insufficient information was provided on selection 
process for the near-term milestones. 

Response:  The near-term milestones were selected through negotiation between the 
Parties.  Each party proposed priority work and a final list was developed through 
discussion of multiple factors, including relationship to follow-on work, resource 
constraints, and potential to support early actions.   

II. Comments on Cost and Funding 

Comment #3:  Commenters implored DOE to request from Congress a fully funded cleanup 
budget to maintain compliance with existing TPA schedules and ensure a logical progression of 
cleanup, including citing use of the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report (LCR) as 
part of the request to increase funding for Hanford. 

Response:  Annual funding for the Hanford Site is requested through the federal 
budget process and appropriated through Congress, which establishes and directs the 
funding for the Hanford Cleanup Project.  As part of this budget process, DOE 
identifies, and requests funding needed to comply with regulatory requirements and 
TPA milestones.  When the appropriated budget is smaller than the identified 
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compliance-level budget, the Parties work together to identify priorities within the 
provided funding levels based on regulatory requirements and risk management. 

The Government Accountability Office refers to the LCR in its analyses of DOE 
environmental liabilities on behalf of Congress, Ecology refers to the report in its 
regular visits to Congress, and the Secretary of Energy is asked about the LCR in 
annual hearings on the DOE-EM budget.  Local DOE and EPA officials are prohibited 
from direct discussions of the LCR with Congress. 

III. Comments on Public Involvement  

Comment #4:  Many commenters stated there should be more meaningful public involvement 
on the proposed TPA changes, including the opportunity to review and comment on the 
adaptive milestone approach tools, inputs, and success metrics as it progresses. 

Response:  Public involvement is critically important to the Parties and required as 
part of the decision-making process for the Hanford cleanup program.  The Parties 
will continue to engage with tribal nations, the Hanford Advisory Board, the State 
of Oregon, the local community, and other public stakeholders throughout the 
cleanup process.  The Parties appreciate the ongoing interest in and support for 
effective and meaningful cleanup progress.  The Parties are not planning public 
involvement for development or use of individual tools.  However, the public will 
have the opportunity to review significant TPA milestones and interim milestones 
developed using the adaptive milestone approach, consistent with TPA 
requirements.  Public outreach for such milestones will include information on the 
basis of their development. 

Comment #5:  Some commenters stated that public involvement materials contained 
insufficient information on the 14 milestones placed in abeyance. 

Response:  The Parties primarily sought to inform the public on the proposed near-
term milestones and the inter-relationship with the pilot adaptive milestone approach. 
However, the 14 milestones placed in abeyance are identified in the Administrative 
Record at https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097 and are listed below: 

Milestone 
Number Milestone Title 

M-015-38B Submit a FS Report & PP for the 200-CW-1, 200-CW-3, & 
200-OA-1 OUs to EPA 

M-015-84 Complete RI of the 200-WA-1 and 200-BC-1 OU Waste Sites in 
Accordance with RI/FS Work Plan 

M-015-91B Submit FS Report & PP for the 200-BC-1 and 200-WA-1 OUs to EPA 

M-015-92B 
Submit RFI/CMS & RI/FS Report & Proposed Corrective Action 
Decision (PCAD)/Proposed Plan (PP) for the 200-EA-1 OU to 
Ecology 

M-015-92C Submit RFI/CMS and RI/FS Report and PCAD/PP for the 200-IS-1 
OU to Ecology 
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Milestone 
Number Milestone Title 

M-015-93B Submit RFI/CMS & RI/FS Report & PCAD/PP for the 200-SW-2 OU 

M-015-93C Initiate Characterization Field Work for 200-SW-2 Operable Unit 
(OU) Landfills 

M-015-98 Complete Remedial Investigation of U Plant Related Waste Sites 
Located in 200-WA-1 

M-015-99 Complete Remedial Investigation (RI) of PFP Related Waste Sites 
Located in 200-WA-1 

M-015-110B Submit CMS & FS & PP/PCAD for the 200-DV-1 OU to Ecology 

M-015-112 

Submit Draft B 200-IS-1 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) Field Investigations (RFI)/Corrective Measures Study 
(CMS)/Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) Work Plan to 
Ecology with Schedule Dates 

M-016-200A Complete U Plant Canyon (221 U Facility) Demolition 
M-016-200B Complete U Plant (221 U Facility) Barrier Construction 

M-085-70 Submit to Ecology a Remedial Investigation/ Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS) Work Plan for 200-CB-1 

 

Comment #6:  Some commenters recommended improving the accessibility and utility of 
public involvement elements, including requesting and implementing input on materials and 
placing public meetings earlier in the comment timeframe. 

Response:  The Parties will continue to collaborate to develop effective and 
meaningful public involvement materials.  DOE will continue to seek to provide 
preliminary materials to public representatives for input and improvement when 
possible and will seek to provide public meetings at a meaningful time within the 
comment timeframe. 

Comment #7:  Some commenters requested that the annual budget and cleanup priorities 
public meeting include additional information on priorities under the adaptive milestone 
approach.   

Response:  Under the adaptive milestone approach, the Parties will establish 
enforceable milestones over nominal 3-year periods.  DOE will provide additional 
information on priority planning for the next nominal 3-year window at the annual 
budget and cleanup priorities meeting. 
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IV. Comments on Other Subjects 

Comment #8:  Many commenters expressed concern over the loss of tribal lands and the 
recognition of treaty rights and believe Hanford cleanup should restore tribal use and access 
while protecting against potential exposures from plants and other traditional resources. 

Response:  The near-term milestones address cleanup progress on the Hanford site.  
Cleanup decision-making will continue to meet state and federal requirements for the 
protection of the Columbia River, natural and cultural resources. 
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The public comments received included varying perspectives and covered a range of 
topics.  The public comment topics were grouped into the following categories: 

 TPA schedules and priorities 
 Cost and funding 
 Public involvement 
 Other comments 

 

The table below provides the comments received.  In some instances, the "Comment" column 
does not include the entire text of the comment, but instead references the comment letter or 
email itself.  All comment letters and emails can be found in Appendix B.  The "Comment 
Categories in Responsiveness Summary" column in the table indicates which responsiveness 
summary categories address the comments.  The Columbia Riverkeeper member comments are 
included in a separate table, beginning on page A-31 below.
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 

Letter Tom Sicilia 
Maxwell Woods 
ODOE 

Letter attached in Appendix B TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Public Involvement 

Letter David Reeploeg 
TRIDEC 

Letter attached in Appendix B Cost and Funding 
 
TPA Schedules 
 
Public Involvement 

Letter Dan Serres 
Columbia Riverkeeper 

Letter attached in Appendix B TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 

Letter Dan Serres 
Columbia Riverkeeper 

Letter attached in Appendix B TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 

Letter Gerry Pollet 
Heart of America 

Letter attached in Appendix B TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Letter Miya Burke 
Nickolas Peterson 
Hanford Challenge 

Letter attached in Appendix B TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement  
 
Other 

Email Jeanne Poirer Thank you for the opportunity to make public comment with what 
goes on at Hanford. What stands out to me are the continued 
delays in clean up at Hanford. 

The Tri Parties Agreement has continued miss deadlines for 
agreed upon and scheduled clean up and milestones of work. 

Not sure the Adaptive Milestone Approach is a good thing. It 
already pushes out clean up dates to 2024, 2026 and beyond. 

Perhaps the TPA needs to determine what is really causing the 
delays and figure out what needs to happen to ensure timely, 
effective clean up without cutting corners. 

Costs for everything are increasing and no doubt clean up at 
Hanford has sky rocketed as well. 

Do what you need to do and ensure a budget, timeline and 
schedule which meets the clean up required at Hanford. Easier 
said than done, but our future is becoming more affected daily 
with climate chaos and instability in general. The waste at 
Hanford will outlive us for eons and we need to do everything we 
can to take care of it responsibly, effectively, efficiently no matter 
what the cost. 

 

Thank you for allowing public comment and please continue to 
keep your process visible and open. Good luck! 

 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 

Email Kelly Norton Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
INCREASE FUNDING FOR HANFORD CLEANUP!!! 

 
Public Involvement  

Email Pamela Howard Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the changes to the 
Tri Party Agreement related to the new Adaptive Approach for 
the Central Plateau Cleanup Work. 
 
I write this comment as a concerned resident of Oregon who has 
followed Hanford remediation challenges for some time. Under 
the Tri Party agreement, Hanford transitioned from production to 
cleanup work 33 years ago. I believe that underfunding continues 
to be one of the primary sources of delay. 
 
The Central Plateau with its 77 underground tanks containing 56 
million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste, continues to be 
one of the most problematic and long term cleanup sites. I urge 
you to address any systemic USDOE issues that have caused 
failure to meet past milestones. I also urge you to listen to 
workers and engineers about safety, do not look for short cuts, 
and honor Tribal treaties to restore the land for future use while 
protecting the Columbia River. 
 
The Waste Treatment Plant was scheduled to begin work in 2007. 
Underfunding, engineering and safety issues have now delayed 
the treatment of high level waste until 2036. I do not think that 
the Adaptive Milestone Approach will make a positive difference. 
I urge you to prioritize suspended milestones, obtain adequate 
funding and make progress on the actual work with binding 
deadlines. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the use of the 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
Adaptive Milestone Approach. Thank you for considering my 
comments. 

Email Nancy Arbuckle Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here  

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 

Email Richard C. Honour 
The Precautionary 
Group 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate 
cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in 
“abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them 

Email Patricia Morton Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here  

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 

Email Laura Lynch Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here: I am a Hanford 
downwinder, second to the youngest of seven brothers and sisters 
who are also downwinders, (3 have already died) all born and 
raised in Spokane, Washington downwind of Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation between December 26, 1944 and December 31, 1957, 
the critical time in which Hanford Nuclear Reservation released 
into the air more than 730,000 curies of Iodine 131, a radioactive 
iodine which they refer to as "the green run' ... It wasn’t until 
February 1999 that I even discovered I was a downwinder. 
Ironically, I was editing an article for a peace journal written by 
Trisha Pritikin, a Hanford downwinder who has hypothyroidism. 
Her article was about the Hanford Individual Dose Assessment 
(HIDA) project the very first program of its kind in which a 
federal agency had provided individual dose estimates to exposed 
populations of radiation exposure – in this case for airborne I 131 
the same isotope emitted in large quantities from the Nevada Test 
Site bomb tests and at Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear power 
plant disasters. Trisha’s father, a Hanford nuclear engineer and 
her mother who also worked at Hanford in the early years, have 
both died of thyroid cancer. My own daughter, born in 1979, has 
hypothyroid disease from my own DNA and has to take a pill 
every single day or she will die. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! ... DO 
THE RESPONSIBLE THING! 
CLEAN IT UP NOW! thank you. 

Email Tom Carpenter Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 

Email Diana Gordon  
I am glad to have a chance to comment on this new Adaptive 
Milestone Approach for cleaning up the Central Plateau at 
Hanford because I have real reservations about it. 
 
This site at Hanford is so important and so dangerous that the 
Biden Administration requested more money to deal with it. In 
addition, Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm came out to look it 
over. The complexity and problems associated with Central 
Plateau’s cleanup are mind-boggling. That said, we know there 
are solutions and we know with enough determination and money 
that they can be accomplished. I hope that the Department of 
Energy is fully committed to avoiding the delays and other 
problems that have plagued this cleanup for so many years. 
 
I expect this new Adaptive Milestone Approach will help some 
parts of the cleanup move along more quickly, but it is vital to 
remember that this whole cleanup is long overdue. After all these 
years, we should not have tanks like B-109 and others still leaking 
despite knowing about it for a couple of years, and we should not 
have Uranium contamination at Native American burial sites, and 
we should not have wastewater en route to crucial and 
irreplaceable groundwater. 
 
My fear is that this ‘adaptive’ approach is too adaptive. We 
should not just be looking to adapt to problems and set new 
milestones as we go along. I think we need strong deadlines and 
we need to go full speed ahead to get to them. Not only is this 
cleanup going to get more expensive the longer these problems 
are not addressed, the safety of people and the environment is also 
threatened. 
 
Also at stake is the future of clean energy in Washington. Our 
Governor and the people of Washington are fully committed to it. 
This site could be an investment for clean energy instead of a drag 
on the well-being of our state. 
 
I am not sure this pilot Adaptive Milestone Approach is up to the 
task of solving the problems of endless delays and worsening 
problems. I hope the Department of Energy is planning to move 
as quickly as possible to combat this seemingly endless threat to 
our state. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 

Email Nancy Vann Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
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Summary 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here  

Email Laura Feldman Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
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Summary 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
The first thing that came to mind when I learned of the Adaptive 
Milestones Approach was DOE's recent proposal to do a 
community interim siting of nuclear wastes outreach which 
translated meant to me: Where can we get away with putting this 
stuff in lieu of a deep repository? Now we're creating milestones 
to deal with the delay of meeting milestones. It's a hard sell. 
 
The computer model PREP which the Central Plateau Clean Up 
Co. used at Sellafield has no info on line that I can find other than 
it's self proclaimed rhetoric but not what it can actually do. I've 
read that DOE has a very sketchy track record when it comes to 
contractor hiring and follow through: the most egregious example 
of this How the USDOE gave a breakthrough battery technology 
to China. I urge DOE demonstrate specifics of the model to public 
taxpayers, and how it worked at Sellafield. 
 
The whole budget mess is so disappointing. DOE needs to be 
honest with congress and the public taxpayers about what it's 
asking for and how it will be used. Developing milestone 
promises that will not be funded ultimately doesn't serve the 
cleanup. 
  
Finally, milestones that have not been met, most of the 14 that 
will be set aside  need to be met first!  

Email Cass Martinez As a downriver water drinker (Ranney wells on the Columbia), I 
took an interest in the announcement of new milestones for 
achieving Hanford cleanup. The prolixity and detail of the new 
milestones conveyed that cleanup was not happening, and even if 
broken into bite sized pieces, was likely going to be not
happening even more. 
 
From out here in the cheap seats, where Hanford has been killing 
us softly for many years, I believe I am entitled to be listened to 
on this issue; the issue being that Hanford is a horror, and the 
cleanup will go on forever. The endless risk to us all can be partly 
dealt with by forbidding the constant subcontracting (and 
contractor evasion of responsibility) at Hanford, by insisting on 
additional funding from Congress, by actual oversight of the 
contractors, by protecting whistle  blowers, by peopling the upper 
echelons of the Department of Energy, and by ignoring the GAO's 
advice to use "cement". 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Ken Schroeder Stick to the milestones. Stick to the Hanford Cleanup Agreement. 
 
Instead of putting milestones in abeyance, get to work completing 
them. The idea that you need a computer program to determine 
which to work on first then sitting around waiting for the program 
to be written is mealy mouth bullshit. DO SOMETHING. 
Complete a milestone responsibly and a manner appropriate to the 
great harm the materials on this site are creating. Then complete 
another one. If you want to write a program to help select 
milestones in the future, great. In the meantime, get to work and 
start checking milestones off the list. 
 
Who knows when any program will ever be written? Just another 
excuse for USDOE to drag its feet. Meanwhile the clock 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Other 
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Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
continues to tick, radiation soaks into the groundwater and into 
the Columbia and what is the Fed doing, stalling. Stalling for 
what? Why work so hard to avoid doing what it agreed to do? A 
milestone is a commitment. If it's adaptive, it's not a commitment. 
And that is not the agreement. 
 
While we're at it, the USDOE has the responsibility to recognize 
the treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla nations. Put that in 
the milestones. 

Email Dan Banks The federal government has, for much, much too long, delayed 
and obfuscated their clean-up of the mess made by the Federal 
Government. Now the Department of Energy is again trying to 
crawfish its way out of a complete, thorough clean-up of the 
waste. It is going to very expensive to do the job properly, but the 
cost of these half-way measures will be much greater in the long 
run. 
 
The DOE needs to immediately start cleaning up all of the waste 
so that the area can again be used by those that have a right to use 
it -- the Yakima and the Umatilla Nations, and other citizens of 
Washington State. 
 
DOE has been making promises and signing agreements for 
decades, only to abrogate those agreements and attempt to renege 
on the promised clean-up. It seems to me that I will not live long 
enough to see even a small portion of Hanford adequately 
cleaned, due to DOE foot-dragging. Meanwhile, the waste from 
leaking tanks continues to ooze toward the Columbia River, 
where it will cause contamination which will last longer than 
humanity has been using tools. 
 
Do the right thing, DOE! Stop attempting to get out of your 
promise to clean the waste from the projects which allowed the 
United States to finally end WWII, and to hold off the predatory 
actions of the Soviet Union and China. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 

Email David Turnoy I am a WA state resident with an interest in making the Hanford 
area with its nuclear reactor as safe as possible. Here are some 
points: 
 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 



Appendix A – Public Comment Categories for Responsiveness Summary 
 

 

A-12 

Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

Email Derek Benedict The science is clear, we have the capabilities, and it's time to 
clean up the radioactive mess in Hanford starting right now! 
 
The Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
 
Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
 
Please require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules 
based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Linda Greene Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Summary 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here 
 
It seems like the process of Hanford cleanup has taken forever 
already. Further delays are just untenable. I am counting on you, 
as are so many citizens in this part of the country, to do your best 
in saving our environment from further harm. Thank you 

Email Freyja Markee Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here 
 
It seems like the process of Hanford cleanup has taken forever 
already. Further delays are just untenable. I am counting on you, 
as are so many citizens in this part of the country, to do your best 
in saving our environment from further harm. Thank you 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Summary 

Email John Butler I am a taxpayer in WA. I’ve been following the snail’s pace of 
cleanup at Hanford most of my life. USDOE should be ashamed 
at this slow process  the vitrification plant is STILL not on line? 
Holy smokes. 
 
Recently we have witnessed unilateral treaty abrogation outside 
the clearly stated laws covering negotiations with the indigenous 
peoples who conceded the land for Hanford and whose lives are 
threatened by the slow pace of cleaning up WWII nuclear efforts. 
They deserve better  and certainly not the euphemism now being 
invoked to describe future progress. 
 
I write to you today to condemn in the strongest possible terms 
the nonsensical phrase “adaptive milestones”. The TPA ought not 
be mitigated by DOE’s failure to even ask for cleanup funding. 
Establishing “flexible” milestones won’t stop leaks. Yucca Flats 
entire lifecycle was half of Hanford’s lifespan to date  and the 
Yucca Mountain repository has been abandoned for quite some 
time because of fears of FUTURE radiation leaks. Hanford IS 
LEAKING NOW! . Yet Hanford continues almost immeasurably 
slow progress  and even the double walled tanks are increasingly 
at risk of failure. 
 
Calling real slow downs “flexibility” does nothing for the future 
safety of those who depend on the central plateau  nor on those 
downstream whose lives will be disrupted when radioactivity 
leaks reach the Columbia River. 
Please reject the planned move to “adaptive management”. Clean 
up Hanford SOON.  

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Other 

Email Richard C. Honour 
The Precautionary 
Group 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 

Cost and Funding 
 
TPA Schedules 
 
Public Involvement 
 
Other 
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suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate 
cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in 
“abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them 

Email Richard C. Honour 
The Precautionary 
Group 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Summary 
materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
It is clear that the Authors of the Tri Party Agreement, from 
inception, had little or no comprehension of the scope of the 
challenge or belief that the Hanford site could ever be cleaned up. 
Unattainable or missed milestones attest to the fact (after the fact) 
that the Tri Party Agreement was hoisted as a false flag to divert 
attention over time until some form of an actual, functional and 
realizable action plan could be formulated. 
As of this date, the missed milestones, failures to perform and 
unjustified delays state clearly that the original ideas had no merit 
or chance for success and that new management that may be able 
to synthesize and enact a new action plan is needed to get the 
project on a sustainable track. 
Cleanup in the case of Hanford, and by any definition, is an act or 
process, without a defined endpoint. Similarly, Compliance is 
also an act or process, now based on a demand, proposal or 
assigned regimen, but also without a defined endpoint. However, 
Clean Up does refer to completion of an act or process, much to 
their favor. In short, Hanford cannot be cleaned up by any current 
idea, wish, whim, proposal or work, and thereby the project must 
be revisited as if it were time zero, square one, and in need of 
fresh thinking. 
Note well that the TPA summary below reveals the short list of 
goals that are repeated multiple times throughout in the same 
document for lack of any sound and achievable targets. Diving 
deeply into the entire document, as well as into the other 
associated documents, reveals that the stated goals are but arm 
waves intended to obscure the reality that no agency and no 
person involved in the project has any reasonable idea about how 
best to set the mission, goals and 
  
objectives, and to prepare an action plan for success, within any 
reasonable timeframe. It time for a change in management. 

Email Anne Sullivan I am appalled to hear there is intention to change this. Our lives. 
Our childrens and grand childrens lives and future generations 
depend on and demand you follow through with appropriate 
action and accountability. Demonstrate stewardship of the land. 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

Email Callie Ridolfi Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
A computer model will not solve DOE’s budget or systemic 

issues. In fact, unless it is developed in a transparent and 
auditable way and with public involvement, it seems a poor 
replacement for thoughtful and competent project management. 
The idea of breaking up the milestones into even more milestones 
for specific activities seems like trying to replace competent 
project management with a computer model. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 

Email Theodora Tsongas The proposed ‘Adaptive Milestones’ are neither adaptive nor 
milestones, but just another delaying tactic. The Department of 
Energy must ask Congress for funds promptly and not use the 
excuse that Congress has not provided the funds to delay the 
cleanup. Federal law and the TPA say that the USDOE is 
REQUIRED to ask Congress to fully fund the schedule and 
milestones. Only if Congress directly refuses to appropriate 
funding is USDOE legally excused from a milestone. And 
Congress has not done this. 
This proposal is another indication that the three parties are not 
using our tax dollars properly, nor are they committed to cleaning 
up the contamination before any more air, water, or soils are 
contaminated and made unusable and uninhabitable for thousands 
of years. 
Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) Milestones are supposed to 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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Summary 
set an enforceable schedule based on principles of stopping the 
spread of contamination; risk; how long it should take to cleanup 
an area or facility to meet standards; and a logical progression for 
which of the thousands of contaminated sites get cleaned up 
before others. 
The schedule for cleanup MUST be based on the most urgently 
needed sites that are at risk of spreading contamination such as, 
but not limited to, the plumes of radioactive contaminants that are 
moving toward the Columbia River with the very real threat of 
exposing populations all along the Columbia Basin to radiation 
through water and food resources, with resulting radiation 
induced acute and chronic adverse health effects. We have 
watched and waited while the three parties have hemmed and 
hawed and made excuses. Making a milestone that is a ‘promise’ 
to make a milestone for some unknown and undetermined kind of 
action five years or so from now is just shameless, irrational, and 
accomplishes NOTHING!!! 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
allowing them to be relaxed and by replacing them with an 
untested method for setting schedules that is not even available 
for review by the public. This just seems like another 
boondoggle! 
And even more egregiously, the Department of Energy has 
abrogated its responsibility to comply with treaties. 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
Please DO NOT ACCEPT the proposed "Adaptive" milestones. 

Email Alice Swan What you have proposed is a weakening of critical cleanup 
requirements, phrased in tricky trumpian language. It is 
unacceptable. 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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Summary 
relaxing and replacing them. 
 
It especially worries me that my state, which tries so hard to look 
rational and responsive to what the science describes as critical 
climate change, would behave so irrationally towards what 
nuclear physics has been telling us for 50 years. 

Email M. Comfort Do not move the goal posts for the clean up of WWII poisonous 
aftermath. This is a dangerous man made disaster that has dire 
consequences. The treaty rights alone are reason to get this effort 
into overdrive. What good is the word of a nations governing 
body when a promise is broken. Clean up should have happened 
by now. The radiation was put there a few years before I was 
born. I’m almost 75. How is this allowed? Do not stop, delay, 
parley or hedge. Put the clean up 
I. To high gear before it poisons everyone and every living 
creature in and down stream of the Columbia River. Honor our 
WWII veterans by protecting the country they fought for. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 

Email Kathleen Saul Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
My first thought upon reading about indefinite delays in some 
aspects of the Hanford Cleanup was "Why Santy Claus, why?!" 
Just as the Grinch surprised Cindy loo Who by removing the 
Christmas stockings, lights, tree, and roast beast from the Who 
home on Christmas Eve, I am startled to read that a project that 
was promised to the people of Washington back in 1989 once 
again faces roadblocks and decreases in funding. I am guessing 
that if members of Congress lived on the edges of Hanford and 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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knew that every windstorm brought radioactive dust to their 
doorsteps, that their drinking water supplies would soon be 
tainted with the dregs of plutonium production from WWII and 
the Cold War, things might be different. However, because 
Hanford lies in eastern Washington, out of sight and out of mind, 
we have to fight again and again for what we all deserve clean 
air and clean water. 
It's time to stop delaying and passing the buck to the next 
generation. Do what's right for a change! Even the Grinch had a 
change of heart. 

Email Sandy Griebe I am upset with the changes and proposed changes in the Hanford 
Cleanup Agreement (TPA) schedules. 
 
• The TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from 
Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows 
USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. NO 
ONE is going to fund this if the priority level is lowered. 
 
• No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be 
replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 
 
• “Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
 
• In addition, any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau 
need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its 
resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use 
of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure that cleanup will protect 
the (a) health of Tribal members from exposure and (b) 
contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their 
Treaty rights for generations to come. 
 
• I’m asking you to require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA 
schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Becky Glass Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate 
cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in 
“abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
 
Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
 
TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
 
Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on 
preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a 
logical progression of cleanup. 
 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

Email Sylvia Haven Obfuscating the Hanford Cleanup Agreement by using the term 
“adaptive milestones” to camouflage your refusal to abide by the 
rules is inhumane and dishonest. Please follow through with and 
enforce the TPA agreements. 
 
Have you done due diligence by going to Congress for funding in 
order to abide by the agreement? If not, please do so posthaste. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 

Email Sharon Fasnacht I'm a former resident of the Tri-Cities and have been fighting for 
HANFORD CLEANUP to be properly funded - as promised 
years ago - and to stop the constant delays in cleanup! I've been 
fighting 
for ENFORCEABLE SCHEDULES! There is NO WAY I will 
ever settle for USDOE BUDGET BASED SHORT-TERM 
"ADAPTIVE MILESTONES. HORSE PUCKY! 
 
1. Hanford Cleanup needs to be accelerated, and funded as 
promised for 70 ish years! 
And, I'm retired from the Administrative Office of the Court's 
Computer Division. Hanford Cleanup needs Scientists & 
Engineers & Management on site to determine what needs to be 
done. Skip the development of a computer program that does the 
scheduling, especially when it's based on USDOE budget 
priorities instead of HANFORD CLEANUP PRIORITIES. 
 
2. Where is our formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its 
resources? The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use 
of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the 
health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of 
plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 
 
3. TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay HANFORD cleanup for 
decades. TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE! 
 
4. AND TO CLOSE: I want to require USDOE to ask Congress to 
fund TPA schedules based on 
a. preventing releases, 
b. preventing the spread of contamination, and 
c. a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Brian Slosek • Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
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program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

 
Other 

Email Bronwyn Evans Hello I am writing regarding Hanford Cleanup Agreement. TPA) 
milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No 
milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be 
replaced with short term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. Adaptive milestones” are an 
oxymoron. I want to see long term milestones with clear 
enforceable schedules that don’t change just because USDOE 
doesn’t ask Congress for funding. Any TPA changes for 
Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that 
Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of 
the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions 
must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup 
will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and 
contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their 
Treaty rights for generations to come. TPA schedules are 
supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” 
turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to 
delay cleanup for decades. Require USDOE to ask Congress to 
fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the 
spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Dean R. Sigler I am disappointed (horrified) to see that some in so-called 
leadership positions want to lower the priorities and slow the 
advancement of much-needed cleanup efforts at Hanford. I was a 
technical writer for a firm that designed the transfer system that 
moved nuclear sludge from single-wall tanks in Tank Farm C into 
new double-wall tanks. That was over two decades ago and even 
then I was disturbed by the lethargic pace of government efforts 
to clean up nuclear waste. 
 
To put the brakes on now is foolhardy and dangerous. All those 
leaking tanks are being allowed to drain nuclear waste into the 
Columbia River - hardly a waterway we can afford to irradiate. 
This would be a disaster of Biblical proportions along over 275 
miles of productive river. This would destroy life and commerce 
along this historic waterway. Future generations will revile our 
memory if we allow the destruction of something so precious. 
 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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"Adoptive Milestones" is a precious bit of bovine squeezings 
typical of public relations campaigns. We can't "greenwash" our 
way out of this crisis. Nuclear sludge is inching its way toward an 
irreplaceable river. 
 
We need to speed up our efforts, not adopt some PR speak to take 
the place of action. During WWII, people called expeditors sped 
up once fairly placid processes and goaded workers into greater 
efficiency and quicker deadlines. We need expeditors for this, 
ironically for a site that supplied the materials for the atom bomb 
in the most expeditious way possible. Dragging our feet now will 
be a fatal blow to all our futures. 
 
Please expedite these efforts.  

Email Ellen Kissman I was dismayed to learn of this attempt to slow down the Hanford 
clean up, which is slower than molasses as it is. The clean up 
needs to be faster, not even slower. The clean up shouldn’t be put 
on hold for 3 5 years while you reset the schedules using 
computer models based on USDOE’s failure to budget properly 
for to meet its obligations and responsibilities here. That is simply 
ridiculous. TPA schedules are supposed to drive Congressional 
funding, not the other way around. 
 
I want to see real progress. This Adaptive Milestones proposal is 
an oxymoron; milestones are milestones. I want those who fail to 
meet agreed upon milestones to be held accountable for their 
failures, including even fines and payments from the federal 
government for its own missed deadlines. 
 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
 
USDOE must include in its budget asks of Congress to fund TPA 
schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
As a Washington state citizen, I want Washington State to enforce 
the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from 
Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the 
TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Robert Masterson Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 



Appendix A – Public Comment Categories for Responsiveness Summary 
 

 

A-24 

Method Commenter Comment 

Comment Categories in 
Responsiveness 

Summary 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
It is very important to follow the science here, which have 
implications for centuries.  

Email Mary Mele Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
We need to face this issue Because it is NOT going away with 
delay and wishful thinking. It is the role of government precisely 
to act in the common good. Act! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Email Nancy Calderbank Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 

Email Beth Sanders Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Add your personalized comment here 
 
The root cause of these delays has to be identified and addressed. 
Accountability is necessary to protect our environment and 
Hanford workers. 

Email John Warnock Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am 
writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank 
you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors 

deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result in 
delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, 
and management to result in a timely and effective cleanup 
without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment 

on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding 

needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays 
on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't 
advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix 
the budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and 

groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the 
Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year 

milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities 
public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup 
work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement 

materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and implement 
suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 
 
Here's another possibility. Might it be time to admit defeat, to 
acknowledge that our actions during the Cold War have poisoned 
our world in a way that is irremedialble and to start spending the 
money being spent on remediation on something that might 
actually help people other than the contractors? 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 

Email Martha Shelley Our family lives in Portland OR, at the confluence of the 
Columbia and Willamette Rivers. We own a "farmette" here and 
grow much of our own food. We frequent the beaches along the 
Columbia. The Hanford cleanup should be expedited, not put off 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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because some computer program decides on budget priorities. 
 
Enforceable deadlines for the Hanford cleanup should not be 
replaced with "adaptive milestones." What kind of sick joke is 
this? Radioactive contamination is damaging the health of 
Columbia River wildlife and the health of the Native Americans 
whose land this is. The State of Washington should enforce the 
cleanup agreement and laws requiring the USDOE to request 
funding from Congress, rather than delaying enforcement to the 
indefinite future. 

Email Chris Buckley Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate 
cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in 
“abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
 
Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. Require USDOE to 
ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing 
releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical 
progression of cleanup. 
 
In short, Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws 
requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet 
the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Vivien Sharples Please take note of my strongly held opinions below: 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Other 

Email Andrea Faste Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on 
preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a 
logical progression of cleanup. Also, res[pect the rights of the 
Ummatilla and Yakama tribes with regard to use other territory. 
 
"In the end we will conserve only what we love. We love only 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Other 
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Summary 
what we can understand. We will understand only what we are 
taught." -- Baba Dioum, 1968 

Email Vaughn R. Zeitzwolfe Please clean up Hanford! The “adaptive milestones” set according 
to a yet to be developed computer program is a sham. How can 
you have reliable milestones if they are adaptive? That’s like 
having goals that change as you get to them. It’s an oxymoron. 
The toxic waste is known to be highly unstable and hazardous. It 
threatens the surrounding communities, the Columbia River 
Gorge, the Yakima and Umatilla Nations and the world at large. 
Please face up to your accepted responsibility of cleaning it up 
and stabilizing it as much as possible. It’s leaking! The Hanford 
Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup 
of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” 
while waiting to be replaced with short term schedules based on 
USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 
Please clean it up! The responsibility to do this has been put off 
for too long.  

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Email Joan Lawson It is unreasonable to take so long to clean up this dangerous mess. 
The people who caused it are all dead. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Email Amy Hagopian Replacing enforceable schedules with USDOE budget based 
short term “adaptive milestones” is an outrage. 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing 
releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical 
progression of cleanup. 
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 
 
Please put people’s health ahead of industry convenience. It may 
be time to replace all the contractors with government employees 
who are accountable to the public. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Duane Schmoker Please add the following comments to the subject matter 
regarding Adaptive Milestones related to the TPA. 
 
The TPA needs to be revised to include actual waste “work off 
curves” for the waste that is to be treated and dispositioned. For 
example, today, there are no milestones related to the volumetric 
treatment of Hanford liquids or transuranic waste. The TPA only 
focuses on building things as opposed to actually treating and 
final disposition of waste. This is unacceptable. The funding 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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Summary 
needs to go to actual waste cleanup and not just building and 
operating facilities. If DOE had actual enforced milestones related 
to waste disposition by annual volumes it is likely they would 
move away from the status quo rather than maintain the status 
quo no matter the cost, (as is being done today). This is best 
exemplified by the fact that DOE has the opportunity to 
commercially grout and ship MLLW for disposal off site from 
TSCR treated waste today. But there is no milestone in the TPA 
to actually disposition waste in the near term using anything but 
vitrification. Therefore, DOE nor Ecology are motivated to 
explore this supplemental/alternative route because they have 
agreed (by its absence in the TPA) to not pursue actual waste 
disposal ASAP. The TPA should be formally changed to drive the 
right behaviors of these organizations. In short, DOE nor Ecology 
have legally enforced milestones related to actual annual 
volumetric disposition of waste (i.e., gallons of waste treated and 
dispositioned annually). Unless this is changed, the Hanford 
cleanup mission will continue “forever” because there are no 
legally enforced milestones to do anything different. Today, the 
only measure is to operate systems and facilities whether actual or 
real cleanup is ever achieved. 
 
With such changes, funding would be tied to legally enforceable 
annual volume waste disposition milestones. DOE would have the 
burden to meet these milestones and would then have to request 
the necessary funding to meet the waste disposition milestone. It 
also makes the results of the funding far more visible to Congress. 
 
The suggested approach provides the local community, region, 
and the tribal nations with a higher level assurance the TRU and 
liquid waste cleanup mission is progressing against measurable, 
annual and legally enforceable volumetric milestones. This is not 
the case today and thus funding is not aligned with actual cleanup. 

Email Deborah Nissen I am writing again to urge you to ask for funding and improve 
your clean up of the Hanford site as stated in the Hanford Cleanup 
Agreement. 
 
Proposed changes to make milestones “Adaptive” seem like 
perfect bureaucratic double speak for not meeting the milestones, 
and therefore not making it a priority to avoid an environmental 
disaster at the Hanford site. An enforceable schedule is necessary 
to such an agreement or it’s not worth all the hours of work and 
all the decades we have been waiting for a proper response to this 
crisis. 
 
Let me remind you that the TPA milestones are not just words on 
paper. The cleanup needs to meet these milestones in order to 
avoid the spread of contamination immediately and to make it 
safe and free of the possibility of contamination and an 
environmental disaster in the future. 
 
One change should be made to the TPA. It should include formal 
recognition of the Treaty rights of the Umatilla and Yakama 
Nations that include the use of the Plateau and its resources. 
 
USDOE must continue to be required to ask for the funding it 
needs to meet the cleanup milestones, not adapt the milestones to 
whatever funding is left over. 
Meet the compliance schedules, milestones of the TPA, instead of 
replacing or lowering them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Oshee Eagleheart 
I am writing to comment on the Hanford Cleanup Agreement 
(TPA) milestones. 
 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
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The TPA milestones must accelerate cleanup of the Central 
Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting 
to be replaced with short term schedules based on USDOE’s 
budget priorities. 
 
I urge the USDOE to set long term milestones with clear 
enforceable schedules. "Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. 
 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau must include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations, including use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
 
TPA schedules are intended to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” would turn this on its head and allow 
USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
 
USDOE must be required to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules 
based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
Washington State must enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 
Thank you for taking my comments into consideration. 

 
Other 

Email Mary Fay Helmon 

Federal law and the TPA say that the USDOE is REQUIRED to 
ask Congress to fully fund the schedule and milestones. It appears 
that now USDOE budget priorities is relying on a yet-to-be-
developed computer program. It also appears that the needs of the 
people of the Yakima and Umatilla Nations are being put on hold 
and their Treaty rights are being ignored. I request that the TPA 
agencies formally recognize that the Treaty rights continue, and 
that cleanup must be to levels that protect the health of Tribal 
members now and into the future. 
 
TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. As 
a citizen of Washington state I am sick and tired of the delays in 
cleanup of Hanford and am particularly upset by the recent 
delaying tactics. I request USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA 
schedules based on preventing releases and the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. No more 
delays! 
 
I ask that Washington State enforce the TPA and the laws that 
require USDOE to seek Congressional funding that meets 
compliance schedules rather than relaxing or replacing them. 
How is it that this dangerous situation of leakage has been 
allowed to go own for so long, regardless of the laws about 
cleanup? 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 

Email Judith Green 

I agree with all of the following:  
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other 
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because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come.  
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup.  
• Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them.  

Email Derek Dexheimer 

Hanford should be cleaned up according to a hard schedule, not 
squishy 'milestones'. And no 'milestones' should be placed in 
'abeyance'. 
 
I want to see long term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask 
Congress for funding. 
 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Other 

Email George F. Vaughan 

I am addressing the recent proposal for new guidelines for the 
Hanford Cleanup. I see this proposal as another attempt to put off 
the inevitable necessity of remedying the grave environmental 
damage and lurking threat which is the Hanford nuclear project. 
Gerry Pollet has it right when he likens these guidelines as 
another way of avoiding the responsibility of carrying out 
promises. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Email Brian Grunkemeyer 

Please proceed with Hanford cleanup as fast as possible. Adaptive 
milestones that don’t guarantee cleanup by any defined time 
doesn’t seem like the best way to guarantee that the Columbia 
River isn’t contaminated. How about hiring fewer lawyers and 
more engineers & construction workers to get the vitrification 
plant running? The DoE should ask Congress to fully fund 
Hanford’s existing cleanup milestones under the TPA. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
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Email Amanda Sue Rudisill 

I am protesting replacing enforceable schedules with USDOE 
budget based short-term “adaptive milestones”, which can result 
in little if any improvement in this dire situation or a delay that 
will only make conditions worse as pollution is allowed to 
continue. 
 
• Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to 
accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should 
be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer 
program. 
• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term 
milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just 
because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure 
scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to 
come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 
“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s 
budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based 
on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, 
and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 
Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring 
USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Other  
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One of the public comment letters submitted by the Columbia Riverkeeper included an attachment 
containing member information for 467 Columbia Riverkeeper members. Of these, 144 members 
submitted additional public comments, which have been considered independently and are provided in the 
below table: 

Name Comment 
Comment Categories in 

Responsiveness Summary 

Glen Anderson Nuclear waste is OUT OF CONTROL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! STOP ADDING 
MORE WASTE to Planet Earth!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

John Cruz 
It is high time for TPA agencies to stop stalling efforts to undertake a robust 
Central Plateau cleanup and to seek adequate funding to accomplish the work. 
Just do it and clean up Hanford! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Bob Devereux If it was shipped to them the story would change TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Garlynn Woodsong 

Energy created a massive radioactive mess at Hanford through its incompetence 
and professional malpractice in knowingly disposing of radioactive waste in an 
irresponsible, unprofessional, and ignorant manner, despite international best 
practices showing a more responsible path forward, such as the use of sealed 
glass balls to store radioactive waste from France. The department must fully 
restore the site, including its subsurface portions and impacts on groundwater 
and the Columbia River. No compromises in the name of budget are acceptable. 
Full restoration is the only right answer. Energy must pay for its past mistakes, 
and not continue to perpetuate its misdeeds. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

June Elliott-Cattell The contaminated site of the Hanford Nuclear Site needs to be cleaned up now! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jean Berolzheimer This area needs to be cleaned up -- get the job done!cleaning up the Hanford 
Nuclear site is of utmost urgency - please don't delay! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Alain Gauthier A fully-funded clean-up, with appropriate milestones, A fully-funded clean-up, 
with appropriate milestones, 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Cheryl Kolander please clean this up. It is contaminating the entire Columbia river basin. 
sequester in glass and bury away from the river. Please 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Heidi Cody Hanford needs to be cleaned up ASAP. The delays are simply inexcusable. 
Please, do better! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jen Rund Full clean up needs to happen now. What's the point of partial measures?! This 
toxic dump should never have been allowed to sit for so long. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Gail Atkins Hanford has been a danger for far too long. Time to take care of this. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mon McNeil Cleanup Hanford is so long overdue. Do everything possible to speed this action. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Barbara We 

I think we need to rid our planet of destructive chemicals and their use - same 
with Round up and the mess we make of forests after logged and dams that 
destroy fish numbers and normal path to see and then to spawning. WE are the 
only animal on this planet that trys to change what is here, use it to ridiculous 
levels... We need to honor and respect the ground we walk on, the air we breath, 
the water we drink and get big business out of destruction of the planet for their 
wallets. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Nina French Quit compromising workers health and sending them to an early grave. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Joan Cole Make a robust cleanup of Hanford a priority an MAKE THE CLEANUP 
HAPPEN NOW!!! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Tim Duda Clean-up of Hanford is absolutely essential and must be done without delay. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Leslie Spurling 

This is exactly why we are completely opposed to nuclear power. We do not 
know what to do with the waste. This project has been going on for decades, 
with ups and downs, and there are still issues, still slowdowns, still the mess. 
And is it being cleaned up indeed? Or are we just moving it around, kicking the 
can down the road? 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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John Livingston Please spease up your cleanup efforts. The longer we wait the more expense our 
taxpayers will have to incur. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Judy Fairless Stop the delays. Clean up now. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kelly Brignell It is WAY OVERDUE... THOROUGH CLEAN UP NOW TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Susan McRae 
Nuclear energy is dangerous, leaving behind deadly pollution that lasts for 
thousands of years. The United States owes it to the people of Washington to 
clean up the waste left behind and leaking into the Columbia River watershed. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Clinton Burdette Do the right thing!!! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Linda Fielder 
It is time to clean up the Central Plateau seek adequate funding to accomplish 
the work. Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soils and 
groundwater that future generations will use at Hanford. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Lee, Chapman Please preserve this important environment and clean up this very dangerous 
pollution! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Catherine Schurian Cleanup of Hanford nuclear waste really can't be delayed any longer! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Virginia Davis 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Changes to the Tri-
Party Agreement's Central Plateau Milestones. Energy must fully fund Central 
Plateau cleanup to avoid long delays in accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup 
work. Energy's adaptive approach will not succeed in accomplishing more 
cleanup if the government continues to underfund Hanford cleanup. Some 
proposed TPA changes are beneficial and set firmer deadlines for cleanup work 
plans. But many of the proposed changes establish deadlines for deadlines to 
begin addressing the milestones that are behind schedule and indefinitely 
delayed. By inserting short-term deadlines, the changes give the appearance of 
progress. However, many of the plans and actions are past their due dates 
already, with contamination continuing to create real-world impacts via soil and 
groundwater contamination. The proposed changes will not be sufficient to 
ensure that Energy fulfills its commitment to cleanup in the Central Plateau. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

D. Robinson It's time to rid the world of this dangerous toxic Legacy! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Lorraine Johnson Act for the future and well being of all living things TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Patricia Jerrells 

TPA agencies need to stop dragging their feet and get with the program of 
cleaning up Hanford. This problem has been ongoing for many years and no 
excuse will cover the reasons it needs to be taken care of right now. Hopefully, 
twiddling fingers will stop and do constructive work. Proposed changes need to 
be brought up to date with the current issues. It continually gets worse for 
everyone concerned. More contamination building up as we speak. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Robert Carothers Do the right thing, clean it up ! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Katharine Wiese Keep moving forward in cleaning up this disaster. We must get this done in the 
shortest amount of time for everyone's well being. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jean Schwinberg Please a complete job of cleaning up the pollution at Hanford. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Bill O'Brien We must act with a sense of urgency the radioactive contamination is creeping 
closer to the Columbia River! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Terry Dalsemer 

The proposed changes will not be sufficient to ensure that Energy fulfills its 
commitment to cleanup in the Central Plateau without stronger deadlines and an 
adequate budget. I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to establish more firm, 
binding deadlines for actual cleanup, avoiding long delays that will exacerbate 
pollution problems at Hanford. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Molly Shaughnessy 
How can any authority pay heed to Energy's excuses to slacken in its 
commitment to decontaminate the groundwater and soil of future generations? 
And yet this company may get away with a less than honest effort to extract the 
poison from Hanford's Central Plateau, ground zero of the most toxic and 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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radioactive site in the Western Hemisphere, unless the authorities hold them to 
their word and duty in deed. 

Ronnie Poklemba 

Cleanup delays impact soils and groundwater, allowing contamination to spread 
that could reach the Columbia River if not removed through groundwater 
treatment. Energy must fully fund Central Plateau cleanup to avoid long delays 
in accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup work. Please get this done! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Brian Davern 
Hanford contamination is widespread and growing. is beyond urgent to fund and 
effect the cleanup so long overdue. I urge initiating the actions that will make 
this come about. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

John McSwigan I'm 74 and was born in Richland. My thyroid is shot. can't believe you haven't 
cleaned up this mess yet. Make it a priority. Get er done!! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Forest Shomer Hanford: a perpetual threat to the well being of our Evergreen State. No delays! 
CLEAN IT UP NOW 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Sally Keely 

The longer one delays the clean-up at Hanford the more toxins will leach into the 
surrounding soil and waterways and the more difficult (this more expensive) it 
will be. I urge Energy to get this site cleaned up now. This has all gone on for far 
too many years already. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Daniel McGuire I am a native Oregonian who strongly values the beauty and safety of the Pacific 
Northwest. Cleanup at Hanford is way overdue. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Anne P 

Please jump on this project and make an example what of we can accomplish. 
No excuses. Time's a- wasting. Heading west because Florida has written itself 
off environmentally and humanity-wise. Please protect your West Coast 
treasures. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Theresa DeLorenzo 

We need a more organized, concerted, dedicated and funded effort to clean-up 
Hanford. We need to protect the environment: the habitat for flora, fauna and 
humans downwind and downriver from Hanford. We created this mess starting 
in WWII -- long past time to clean it up -- and do it right this time. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Duncan Baruch  
The contamination spread in soils and groundwater cannot be prevented if left 
alone. It will most certainly reach the Columbia River if not removed through 
groundwater treatment. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Ron Ennis We must all work to make the world safe for all in the future. NOW!!!!!! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

John Wood 

Ah, hell. What does it matter? We all have to die of something, right? Might as 
well be from nuclear radiation melting the skin off our cancerous bones, as long 
as a company which does not benefit us gets to escape paying for mistakes that 
effect us all. If we run out of everything, the last person standing will be a 
volunteer still trying to protect us from the short sighted decisions of legions of 
minor functionaries. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jane Farrell Stop the avoidance tactics. Clean up your toxic mess! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Christopher Marrs 
This is most likely a forever problem. Every effort should be made to do the best 
possible job at cleaning up this site. Cutting corners and kicking the can down 
the road is weak. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Ignacio Gonzalez-
Reyes 

I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to establish more firm, binding deadlines 
for actual cleanup, avoiding long delays that will exacerbate pollution problems 
at Hanford. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Karen Jacques 

In order to build weapons of mass destruction, the government turned what was 
once a clean, beautiful, healthy piece of land into one of the most toxic places on 
earth and risked contamination of the River. This was justified in the name of 
national security while ignoring the health risks to humans and other species. 
Now, decades later the toxic waste remains, the risk to people, other species, the 
land and the River remain and the government is proposing to cut corners. This 
is a travesty. This site needs to be cleaned up completely and it needs to be done 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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immediately. The delays that have already occurred are a massive betrayal of 
public trust 

Yvonne Wright Unconscionable that this site still requires clean-up! Get on with it! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Peter Crowley There is no more time!! A popular refrain for decades in the U$A peace TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Annabelle Valdini 

Hi, my name is Annabelle Valdini, I'm 14 years old, and I live in Portland, 
Oregon. I'm signing this petition to add more effective changes to the Tri-Party 
Agreement, because the current proposed changes simply do not take enough 
action fast enough. If we don't clean this up soon, it will put the surrounding 
ecosystem in critical danger and nuclear pollution may spread to groundwater, 
endangering the health of organisms across the area. Though some of the 
proposed changes will be sufficiently effective, at least in the short term, the 
proposed changes overall must do better to clean up this horrifyingly 
contaminated site. Please, propose more drastic changes to this plan before it's 
too late to do anything at all to help. Thank you. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Angie Dixon 

We need to clean up our toxic messes all over the world and this is in our back 
yard. Clean it up effectively and don't make new toxic messes. WE all have to 
live here and we cannot live if we are eating, breathing and drinking 
poisons...common sense 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

 Scott Massinger health over money TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Carolyn Eckel Clean up Hanford. Do it now. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Susi Hulbert This should have been taken care of Long ago. Do it NOW. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Pat Wolff 
Hanford, the most contaminated spot in the western hemisphere? We should be 
ashamed that it wasn't cleaned up a long time ago. Do it now! And do it the 
best possible way 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Deena Grossman 

Please address the Hanford cleanup with improved funding and streamlined 
action to prevent more disastrous spread of toxic pollution in the land and water. 
I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to establish more firm, binding deadlines 
for actual cleanup, avoiding long delays that will exacerbate pollution problems 
at Hanford. Thank you for your attention.  

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Pamela Howard 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive 
Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I am writing because I care about a 
safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 
 
Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded 

in the culture of the organization that result in delays? Design a strategy that 
transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and 
effective cleanup without cutting corners. 
 
Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive 

Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and success metrics. 
 
Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to 

maintain a compliant budget and ensure cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 
Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE 
doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A new computer model won't fix the 
budget woes that plague Hanford. 
 
Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. 

Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more contamination from entering 
groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 
 
Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone 

negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup Priorities public meeting, not just the 
big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 
 
Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
 
Cost & Funding 
 
Public Involvement 
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input to improve your materials and implement suggested changes before you 
send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non  negotiable. 

Debie Garner 

Please make cleaning up the Hanford site a HIGH priority. Many years ago, my 
husband's grandparents were given one month to leave their (now) Hanford-area 
farm, their livelihood, and relocate. That was devastating. Even more 
devastating, and so very frightening, is the poisoning of that land and water. Our 
government MUST CLEAN UP HANFORD! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Elizabeth Baker-
Smith Where we come from it matters! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Ryan Schwartz 

This site is a mess and deserves honest, transparent, and forward-looking plans. 
The tribes whose land has been poisoned also deserve a full and total cleanup. 
The proposed changes involve contaminated sites such as burial grounds, 
ditches, piping, tanks, plutonium processing facilities, and other (often 
underground) pollution sites where Energy dumped solid waste, discharged 
process waste from making plutonium, and released hundreds of billions of 
gallons of toxic and radioactive liquid directly into soils during Hanford 
operations. Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soils and 
groundwater that future generations will use at Hanford. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Amy Houchen Its never too soon to do the right thing. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Joel Porter ...some of the WORST poison in the world, and NOBODY CARES ? ? ?... TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jane Nicolai 
Not fulfilling your commitments and avoiding legal requirements doesn't make 
the radioactive waste go away. Do your job, do what your mission statement 
describes, and know you have made a positive difference in the world. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Lynn Olafson We must protect the rivers from past contamination. Clean up is necessary and 
should be a priority. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Carol Price It is past time to do the right thing! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Emily Herbert One gift we could leave Earth for the future is to clean up these toxic sites. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jill Meier 

Please take this environmental situation seriously and set a hard date to start 
clean up. Please set that date soon! Cleanup delays impact soils and 
groundwater, allowing contamination to spread that could reach the Columbia 
River if not removed through groundwater treatment. Your grandchildren will 
thank you. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Sophia Weir Our futures hang in the balance, we cannot eat or drink money TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Paul Sansone Get the cleanup going at full speed. We can't afford more half measures! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Elizabeth 
We are obligated to clean-up the radioactive Hanford area including waterways. 
Our nation & world needs to make a robust Central Plateau cleanup and to seek 
adequate funding to accomplish this work a priority. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Todd Henion It's your job. It's not done. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Clifford Myers 
The proposed changes, while in some instances helpful, do not solve the 
problems caused by underfunding, long delays, and contamination spreading 
under the Central Plateau. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Sandra Siegner Please, please take care of us! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Adrian Monty 

As an anti-nuclear activist, affected community ally, and journalist I'd like to see 
more fire under the pants of those working on this issue. The waste at Hanford 
has the potential to contribute to the creation of even more Hanford 
Downwinders and Downstreamers and those in charge should be more aware of 
those impacts. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Colleen Bonin Hanford needs to be cleaned up TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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Kate Butt This is outrageous. As humans, we continue to foul our own nest. And then 
when identified, FAIL TO CLEAN IT UP! Do better! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Paul Palla TIME TO FINALLY DO THE RIGHT THING! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kathy Kershner 
The Central Plateau, Hanford cleanup must Move forward with adequate 
funding!!! It is not going to go away it will just get worse!!! The Columbia is 
being affected - Poisoned! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

David Burns 
We don't need more threats to our rivers and streams. This cleanup must proceed 
with urgency 
immediately. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Yehudah AlaWinter Stop 'kicking the can down the road' and own up to the responsibilities of 
creating this hazard! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Frances Blair Don't let up! Clean up! Keep cleaning up! Keep cleaning up robustly! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kevin Test 

How many years have gone by since I first became very concerned about 
contamination at Hanford ? ? ? More than I can remember ! ! ! Time to stop the 
procrastination and lobby congress for ALL The FUNDS NEEDED to 
IMPLEMENT A THOROUGH CLEANUP SOLUTION TO THE 
CATASTROPHIC MESS THAT IS HANFORD ! ! ! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jean M. Avery The polluters should do the cleanup, without delay. Cleanup delays impact soils 
and groundwater, with the risk of contaminating the Columbia River. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Wolfgang Burger We must take care of this dangerous issue, NOW! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

George Latta For our children. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Susan Kane 

Too often we jump into scientific answers before we truely understand the 
impact of these decisions. The waste products and pollution at Hanford are 
examples of this. If humans screw things up, they should be responsible for 
fixing as much as they can. CLEAN UP HANFORD! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Cheryl Roach 
I grew up 40 mi north of Hanford and have many relatives within TriCities as 
well as downriver Portland. It will be less costly in public health as eell as 
monetarily if promised work is done without further delay. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Courtney Black Please do what is right for our environment and communities by stepping up the 
efforts to clean up one of the most toxic site in the US. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jeanne Poirier 
Hanford is a huge problem which needs oversight and accountability. Best done 
in partnership with folks locally invested and affected. Do your very best - for 
the future. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Carolyn Crawford 
The stalling and delaying has lasted long enough. Clean up that toxic mess. It 
must be done immediately before it contaminates beyond repair. what is the 
delay? 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Emilie Marlinghaus 

As a long time resident of the Pacific NW, I strongly endorse these comments by 
the Columbia Riverkeepers. Allowing this festering cesspool of contamination to 
continue to pollute and spread its toxins ever further is unthinkable. Please 
prioritize this log overdue cleanup with all urgency. Thank you! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mark Keely 
I urge Energy to take on the necessary robust Central Plateau cleanup at 
Handford. No more delays! The surrounding community, much of it Indigenous 
Peoples, deserves this site to be cleaned-up and made safe. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Paul Potts 

Dear U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. EPA, and Washington Department of 
Ecology, I urge the Department of Energy (Energy) to dig deeper in the effort to 
clean Hanford's Central Plateau. The proposed changes to the Tri-Party 
Agreement will not solve the problem of long delays and contamination 
spreading in the Central Plateau. Cleanup delays impact soils and groundwater, 
allowing contamination to spread that could reach the Columbia River if not 
removed through groundwater treatment. Energy must fully fund Central Plateau 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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cleanup to avoid long delays in accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup work. 
Energy's adaptive approach will not succeed in accomplishing more cleanup if 
the government continues to underfund Hanford cleanup. Some proposed TPA 
changes are beneficial and set firmer deadlines for cleanup work plans. But 
many of the proposed changes establish deadlines for deadlines to begin 
addressing the milestones that are behind schedule and indefinitely delayed. By 
inserting short... 

Darcy Johnson 

Chief Seattle's 1854 Oration -ver.1. WHEN THE LAST REDMAN HAS 
VANISHED FROM THE EARTH, AND THE MEMORY IS ONLY THE 
SHADOW OF A CLOUD PASSING OVER THE PRAIRIE, THESE SHORES 
AND FOREST WILL STILL HOLD THE SPIRITS OF MY PEOPLE, FOR 
THEY LOVE THIS EARTH AS THE NEWBORN LOVES ITS MOTHER'S 
HEARTBEAT CONTINUE TO CONTAMINATE YOUR BED, AND YOU 
WILL ONE NIGHT SUFFOCATE IN YOUR OWN WASTE, WHEN THE 
BUFFALO ARE ALL SLAUGHTERED, THE WILD HORSES ALL TAMED, 
THE SECRET CORNERS OF THE FOREST HEAVY WITH THE SCENT OF 
MEN, AND THE VIEW OF THE RIPE HILLS BLOTTED BY TALKING 
WIRES, WHERE IS THE THICKET? GONE. WHERE IS THE EAGLE? 
GONE. AND WHAT IS IT TO SAY GOODBYE TO THE SWIFT AND THE 
HUNT? THE END OF LIVING AND THE BEGINNING OF SURVIVAL... 
'CHIEF SEATTLE 1855' 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Randall Wayne I am a business owner living in Oregon. I care about the fate of our rivers and 
contaminated lands. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Linda McGavin It's way past time for this environmental mess to be cleaned up. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mirabai Peart 

I visited Hanford as a guest of the 'Hanford Journey' this year. I am still feeling 
the impact and am still letting the information sink in- the absolute catastrophic 
amounts of pollution to clean up, it's effects on the local communities and on the 
Columbia River which is a source of life for entire regions. It's devastatingly 
terrifying to know that if the clean up isn't kept up at the rate it needs to (and as I 
understand it there is at least 1 billion dollars more required to keep the clean up 
on track), then the radioactive pollution will seep into the actual Columbia River 
and now, this is unthinkable. This must be a priority- to keep resources moving 
into this clean up and to continue working with the Yakima People and other 
local people to revive the land and return it to it's traditional uses, and to protect 
the sacred precious river. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Linore Blackstone 
Dept. of Energy, why don't the American people who care feel our country's 
federal agencies care? What is your ethic? Act with integrity and get the toxic 
waste out of the earth. You know. Do something. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mary Ferm This needs to be cleaned up before it becomes a bigger problem. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Charlene Woodcock 

Our government must NOT allow groundwater to be contaminated at the deeply 
irresponsibly-run Hanford site. To threaten many future generations with toxic 
uranium and other radioactive substances, as was also done on the Navajo 
reservation, is immoral and unacceptable. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Virginia Curtis Lee Cleanup delayed is environmental justice delayed. Clean up the Columbia's 
Hanford Nuclear Site--NOW! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Roger Rocka Clean up Hanford... finally... and you will forever be American heroes! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Stephen Bachhuber 
he longer clean up is delayed, the greater the chances of spreading 
contamination, and making clean up more expensive and longer in duration. 
Please avoid this vicious cycle. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Martha Gorak It is time to keep your promises to the American people and clean up Hanford TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Nancy McKimens Please keep working on cleaning up the central plateau ...keep to deadlines..dont 
give up! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 



Appendix A – Public Comment Categories for Responsiveness Summary 
 

 

A-40 

Name Comment 
Comment Categories in 

Responsiveness Summary 

Edna Anderson 
CLEAN UP THIS MESS, FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THAT IS HOLY!! AND 
FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE!! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Patricia Freiberg 

I could have kicked Dixie Lee Ray off the planet when she agreed to store toxic 
waste at Hanford. People have been talking about cleaning up Hanford my entire 
lifetime. And here we are nearly 90 years later still TALKING about cleaning up 
the Hanford nuclear storage area. Only now we have deadlines being created to 
make decisions about future deadlines for cleanup. The word boondoggle doesn't 
come close to describing this situation. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Jim Byrne WWII ended in 1945. Why hasn't Hanford been cleaned up? What is taking so 
long? 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Brent Rocks Please clean up this site so those of us that live down river can breathe a little 
easier. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

John Schumann We need to get this clean-up done! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kevin Walsh hold the U.S. government responsible for cleaning up the most contaminated site 
in the Western Hemisphere: the Hanford Nuclear Site. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Patricia Kullberg 
The consequences of delays and inaction on cleaning up radioactivity are far 
from trivial for NW residents. This is a slow motion disaster and every effort 
should be made to keep our Columbia River free of radioactivity. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Wendy Tsien 
Hanford's Central Plateau must be thoroughly and properly cleaned up, it will be 
disastrous for everyone if this is not done and not done quickly. Too much time 
has already been wasted. Now it's time to get the job done! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mike Ellison I live downstream and take this very seriously. You must act promptly according 
to what the science and engineering tell must be done and get it done. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Paul Daniello 

Money is never a limitation for funding government spending; political will is 
the obstacle. The US as issuer of a sovereign fiat currency can ALWAYS afford 
to pay expenses. It is not dependent on budget cuts or raising taxes. It only takes 
a funding authorization from Congress. Congress MUST fully fund the DOD 
cleanup of the Central Plateau waste. If the US government can expeditiously 
spend $54B on the Ukraine War, it can pay the cost of cleaning up the hazardous 
waste site in Washington to protect its own civilians who live near and 
downstream of the site. 

Cost & Funding 

Kreher The nation need this site to be cleaned up ASAP. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Christopher Buckley I urge the department to undertake a robust Central Plateau cleanup and to seek 
adequate funding to accomplish the work. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kelly Dennis Do what is right!! TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Philip Ratcliff I first learned about Hanford's pollution of the Columbia River and environs, 
back in 1980. This Superfund site is still as polluted now, as it was then. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Maurine Canarsky Delay does not solve the problem. For heavens sake, do your jobs and clean up 
this toxic mess. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Richard Nordby 
In the upcoming tri- party agreement, make the long overdue Hanford clean up 
truly thorough and robust, and provide adequate funding to get this vital project 
done. Thank you. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Nicolette Oconnor 

As a Washington state resident, I am deeply concerned about the inefficient and 
slow Hanford Clean Up. Nuclear waste has contaminated Hanford's soil which 
contaminates the groundwater which eventually reaches the Columbia River. 
The Department of Energy must fully fund the Central Plateau clean up NOW. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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Tracey Loyd 

People in both Washington and Oregon have been patiently waiting decades for 
the Hanford Central plateau to be cleaned up. It was approved as a superfund site 
and an agreement was put in place. Now you people are trying to change that 
agreement. Adhere to the agreement that was approved and get this cleanup 
done. We have been patient long enough. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Tomas Daly As we sit on the brink of nuclear annihilation, it's way past time to clean up this 
long standing mess ! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kristin Bayless 

How long has it been since Hanford went offline? Kicking the can down the road 
to save the previous generation the cost of bad decisions means we need to do 
more and spend more to protect the Columbia and ground water from further 
contamination. Or do we propose to kick the can again with a less than adequate 
job? Politicians and the departments headed by political appointees are 
dangerous to the people impacted by inaction. Let's break this dangerous chain 
of events! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Thomasin 
Kellermann 

It is unacceptable to allow this site to continue to pollute the environment this 
long. Mitigation efforts may last a long time so it is time we begin. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Patricia Janesh 

The current state of Neglect of cleanup in Hanford Facilities and surrounding 
land/Colombia River waters is a baldface betrayal of the citizens of Washington 
State, the Indigenous Tribes who lived and are now living in contiguous areas to 
this Atomic Wasteland and the State of Oregon created by the U.S. Government 
over 60 years ago. The aura of decency and concern by our Government in this 
situation has long ago dissipated. To the Department of Energy and the U.S. 
Government: 'Just clean-up your mess and dangerous materials, NOW, and get 
out of the Pacific Northwest so the land, the animals/fish, wildlife, waters, air 
and people can heal and live their lives normally and without your continuous 
destruction and intrusions.' 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Mary Jo Mann 
We can not afford any further delays in cleaning up Hanford's Central plateau 
cleanup. Firm deadlines to accomplish the necessary cleanup is essential. We 
must act now to protect citizens and the environment. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Patricia Blackwell-
Marchant 

It's vitally important to the health of our human and wildlife communities to 
keep all of our waterways clean. It's especially important for the people or 
corporations involved to clean up any nuclear waste or other contaminants that 
have polluted or might pollute our water resources in the future. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Diane Craig There is no kicking the can down the road in ensuring that Hanford is cleaned up 
in a timely manner with complete transparency. The TIME IS NOW!! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Dean Sigler 
We cannot wait to clean up the mess at Hanford. I've been watching this foot-
dragging going on for the last three decades, and can't imagine why there is not 
more urgency. Prove me wrong. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Ann Littlewood 
A lot of money spent and little to show for it. Please figure out how to make 
nuclear waste safe and get the job done. Or, confess publicly that it simply isn't 
possible and we must stop generating more. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Anne Mitchell 

It is long past time that the Hanford clean-up should have been completed. It's 
on-going pollution-creep into groundwater and all types of waters is so 
dangerous and only makes the clean-up harder and harder the longer it is 
postponed. The area involved will only grow. Full funding is an obligation. 
Please do it now. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Kathy Bowman 

This clean up is personal to me and to families here. My grandfather died from 
above ground exposures from Hanford. Multiple friends directly downwind 
developed cancer including non-Hodgkins lymphoma. There is a hotspot of MS 
patients in the other prevailing wind area. Family friends and friends of family 
died from cancer related to exposure. One of the areas of highest genetic 
mutation in the US was down wind (and an area where 3 personal friends and 4 
of their family members developed cancer). Clean up is nothing less than life 
saving. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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Priscilla Martinez We need to take better care of what is left of our environment, for wildlife, 
marine life, plant life, and people. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Susan Haywood 

Hanford MUST be cleaned up. We cannot leave toxic soil and groundwater for 
the next generation to suffer. We know that health problems, including birth 
defects, cancer and death may result from radioactive pollution. Let's do the 
right thing and clean this up NOW! 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Lynne Firestone Every effort should be made to clean the Hanford site safely and completely. TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Thomas Gilmore Forty years of clean up and billions have been spent. This clean up has much 
more to do in order to protect the Columbia River. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Lehman Holder I strongly believe that the Dept. of Energy MUST fulfill its commitment to clean 
up the Central Plateau at Hanford. Not doing this is completely unacceptable. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Art Hanson I strongly OPPOSE nuclear energy because the short-run and the long-run 
dangers are FAR TO GREAT. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 

Wesley Banks 

I have been waiting for over thirty years for the Hanford clean-up to be finished. 
At the pace that this clean-up has been happening, my great-grandchildren will 
not see it end. The operations at Hanford were vital to the WWII and to the Cold 
War efforts. Now it is vital that the clean-up efforts are stepped up before the 
Columbia River is contaminated even more than it has been. 

TPA Schedules & Priorities 
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From: Deborah Nissen <debbynw89@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 2:54 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Comments on "adaptive milestone" changes to the TPA 

 
To whom it may concern: 

 
I am writing again to urge you to ask for funding and improve your clean up of the Hanford site as 
stated in the Hanford Cleanup Agreement. 

 
Proposed changes to make milestones “Adaptive” seem like perfect bureaucratic double speak for 
not meeting the milestones, and therefore not making it a priority to avoid an environmental disaster 
at the Hanford site. An enforceable schedule is necessary to such an agreement or it’s not worth all 
the hours of work and all the decades we have been waiting for a proper response to this crisis. 

 
Let me remind you that the TPA milestones are not just words on paper. The cleanup needs to meet 
these milestones in order to avoid the spread of contamination immediately and to make it safe and 
free of the possibility of contamination and an environmental disaster in the future. 

 
One change should be made to the TPA. It should include formal recognition of the Treaty rights of 
the Umatilla and Yakama Nations that include the use of the Plateau and its resources. 

 
USDOE must continue to be required to ask for the funding it needs to meet the cleanup milestones, 
not adapt the milestones to whatever funding is left over. 

 
Meet the compliance schedules, milestones of the TPA, instead of replacing or lowering them. 

Yours Respectfully, 

Deborah Nissen  
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From: Oshee Eagleheart <oshee@gdess.net> 
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 1:09 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones must accelerate cleanup of the Central 

Plateau 
 

I am writing to comment on the Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones. 

 

The TPA milestones must accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while 
waiting to be replaced with short‐term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities. 

 

I urge the USDOE to set long‐term milestones with clear enforceable schedules. "Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. 

 

Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau must include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and 
Umatilla Nations, including use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of 
a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and 
contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 

TPA schedules are intended to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” would turn this on its head and allow 
USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

 

USDOE must be required to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

Washington State must enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

Thank you for taking my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Oshee Eagleheart 

This message originated from an external sender. Use caution when clicking on links or opening attachments. 
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From: Fay Helmon <monnoe46@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 11:17 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford cleanup 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 

 

Federal law and the TPA say that the USDOE is REQUIRED to ask Congress to fully fund the schedule and 
milestones. It appears that now USDOE budget priorities is relying on a yet-to-be-developed computer program. It 
also appears that the needs of the people of the Yakima and Umatilla Nations are being put on hold and their Treaty 
rights are being ignored. I request that the TPA agencies formally recognize that the Treaty rights continue, and that 
cleanup must be to levels that protect the health of Tribal members now and into the future. 

 

 
TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. As a citizen of Washington state I am sick and tired 
of the delays in cleanup of Hanford and am particularly upset by the recent delaying tactics. I request USDOE to 
ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases and the spread of contamination, and a logical 
progression of cleanup. No more delays! 

 

I ask that Washington State enforce the TPA and the laws that require USDOE to seek Congressional funding that 
meets compliance schedules rather than relaxing or replacing them. How is it that this dangerous situation of 
leakage has been allowed to go own for so long, regardless of the laws about cleanup? 

 

Mary Fay Helmon 
Monnoe46@hotmail.com 

 

 
. 
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From: Martha Shelley <marthaas43@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:31 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford cleanup 

 
Dear sir or madam: 

 

Our family lives in Portland OR, at the confluence of the Columbia and Willamette Rivers. We own a 
"farmette" here and grow much of our own food. We frequent the beaches along the Columbia. The 
Hanford cleanup should be expedited, not put off because some computer program decides on budget 
priorities. 

 

Enforceable deadlines for the Hanford cleanup should not be replaced with "adaptive milestones." What 
kind of sick joke is this? Radioactive contamination is damaging the health of Columbia River wildlife and 
the health of the Native Americans whose land this is. The State of Washington should enforce the cleanup 
agreement and laws requiring the USDOE to request funding from Congress, rather than delaying 
enforcement to the indefinite future. 

Very truly yours, 

Martha Shelley 
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From: buckley.topher@gmail.com 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 1:03 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]It's not a "milestone" if it's "adaptive" 

 
Dear friends‐ 

 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 

Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that 
don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama 
and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include 
use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and 
contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA 
schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical progression of 
cleanup. 

 

In short, Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from 
Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

Thank you in advance‐ 

Chris Buckley 
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From: Vivien Sharples <vsharples@icloud.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:21 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]No abeyance of milestones - and respect tribal treaty rights! 

 
Hi TPA agencies, 

 
 

Please take note of my strongly held opinions below: 
 
 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No 
milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on 
USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable schedules 
that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of 
the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central 
Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health 
of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their 
Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 
 

Thank you. 
Vivien Sharples  
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From: Andrea Faste <amfaste@comcast.net> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 12:15 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford clean up 

 
Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. Also, res[pect the rights of the Ummatilla and Yakama tribes 
with regard to use other territory. 

 
 

 
"In the end we will conserve only what we love. We love only what we can understand. We will understand 
only what we are taught." -- Baba Dioum, 1968 
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From: Vaughn Zeitzwolfe <vzeitzwolfe@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 10:58 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Clean up Hanford! 

 
To Whom This May Concern— 

 

Please clean up Hanford! The “adaptive milestones” set according to a yet‐to‐be‐developed computer program is a sham. 
How can you have reliable milestones if they are adaptive? That’s like having goals that change as you get to them. It’s 
an oxymoron. The toxic waste is known to be highly unstable and hazardous. It threatens the surrounding communities, 
the Columbia River Gorge, the Yakima and Umatilla Nations and the world at large. Please face up to your accepted 
responsibility of cleaning it up and stabilizing it as much as possible. It’s leaking! The Hanford Cleanup Agreement 
(TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while 
waiting to be replaced with short‐term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 

Please clean it up! The responsibility to do this has been put off for too long. Most 

Sincerely, 

Vaughn R. Zeitzwolfe  
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From: Joan Lawson <joanvlawson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 9:55 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford cleanup 

 
It is unreasonable to take so long to clean up this dangerous mess. The people who caused it are all dead. 

 

Joan V Lawson  
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From: Amy Hagopian <hagopian.amy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 7:13 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Don't let Hanford contamination cleanup agreement be weakened 

 
to the US Department of Energy: 

 

Replacing enforceable schedules with USDOE budget based short‐term “adaptive milestones” is an outrage. 

 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central 
Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short‐
term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long‐term milestones with clear 
enforceable schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for 
funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty 
rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The 
TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure 
cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from  exposures and contamination of 
plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on 
its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

 Ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the 
spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding 
from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing 
and replacing them. 

 

Please put people’s health ahead of industry convenience. It may be time to replace all the contractors with government 
employees who are accountable to the public. 

 

 

Amy Hagopian, PhD 
hagopian.amy@gmail.com 
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From: DUANE SCHMOKER <therevts1@msn.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 20, 2022 5:59 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Adaptive Milestones 

 
Please add the following comments to the subject matter regarding Adaptive Milestones related to the TPA. 

 

The TPA needs to be revised to include actual waste “work off curves” for the waste that is to be treated and 
dispositioned. For example, today, there are no milestones related to the volumetric treatment of Hanford liquids or 
transuranic waste. The TPA only focuses on building things as opposed to actually treating and final disposition of waste. 
This is unacceptable. The funding needs to go to actual waste cleanup and not just building and operating facilities. If 
DOE had actual enforced milestones related to waste disposition by annual volumes it is likely they would move away 
from the status quo rather than maintain the status quo no matter the cost, (as is being done today). This is best 
exemplified by the fact that DOE has the opportunity to commercially grout and ship MLLW for disposal off site from 
TSCR treated waste today. But there is no milestone in the TPA to actually disposition waste in the near term using 
anything but vitrification. Therefore, DOE nor Ecology are motivated to explore this supplemental/alternative route 
because they have agreed (by its absence in the TPA) to not pursue actual waste disposal ASAP. The TPA should be 
formally changed to drive the right behaviors of these organizations. In short, DOE nor Ecology have legally enforced 
milestones related to actual annual volumetric disposition of waste (i.e., gallons of waste treated and dispositioned 
annually). Unless this is changed, the Hanford cleanup mission will continue “forever” because there are no legally 
enforced milestones to do anything different. Today, the only measure is to operate systems and facilities whether actual 
or real cleanup is ever achieved. 

 

With such changes, funding would be tied to legally enforceable annual volume waste disposition milestones. DOE 
would have the burden to meet these milestones and would then have to request the necessary funding to meet the waste 
disposition milestone. It also makes the results of the funding far more visible to Congress. 

 

The suggested approach provides the local community, region, and the tribal nations with a higher level assurance the 
TRU and liquid waste cleanup mission is progressing against measurable, annual and legally enforceable volumetric 
milestones. This is not the case today and thus funding is not aligned with actual cleanup. 
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From: ken schroeder <schroedmeister@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:01 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Adaptive Milestones? 

 
Stick to the milestones. Stick to the Hanford Cleanup Agreement. 

 

Instead of putting milestones in abeyance, get to work completing them. The idea that you need a computer 
program to determine which to work on first then sitting around waiting for the program to be written is mealy 
mouth bullshit. DO SOMETHING. Complete a milestone responsibly and a manner appropriate to the great 
harm the materials on this site are creating. Then complete another one. If you want to write a program to help 
select milestones in the future, great. In the meantime, get to work and start checking milestones off the list. 

 

Who knows when any program will ever be written? Just another excuse for USDOE to drag its 
feet. Meanwhile the clock continues to tick, radiation soaks into the groundwater and into the Columbia and what 
is the Fed doing, stalling. Stalling for what? Why work so hard to avoid doing what it agreed to do? A 
milestone is a commitment. If it's adaptive, it's not a commitment. And that is not the agreement. 

 

While we're at it, the USDOE has the responsibility to recognize the treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla 
nations. Put that in the milestones. 

 

ken schroeder  
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From: Dan Banks <vancdanbanks@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 9:49 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford nuclear waste clean-up 

 

 
The federal government has, for much, much too long, delayed and 
obfuscated their clean-up of the mess made by the Federal 
Government. Now the Department of Energy is again trying to 
crawfish its way out of a complete, thorough clean-up of the 
waste. It is going to very expensive to do the job properly, 
but the cost of these half-way measures will be much greater in 
the long run. 
 

The DOE needs to immediately start cleaning up all of the waste 
so that the area can again be used by those that have a right to 
use it -- the Yakima and the Umatilla Nations, and other 
citizens of Washington State. 
 

DOE has been making promises and signing agreements for decades, 
only to abrogate those agreements and attempt to renege on the 
promised clean-up. It seems to me that I will not live long 
enough to see even a small portion of Hanford adequately 
cleaned, due to DOE foot-dragging. Meanwhile, the waste from 
leaking tanks continues to ooze toward the Columbia River, where 
it will cause contamination which will last longer than humanity 
has been using tools. 
 

Do the right thing, DOE! Stop attempting to get out of your 
promise to clean the waste from the projects which allowed the 
United States to finally end WWII, and to hold off the predatory 
actions of the Soviet Union and China. 
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 From:  David Turnoy <davidgeri@rockisland.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 9:23 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Danger 

 
Hi, 

 
I am a WA state resident with an interest in making the Hanford area with its nuclear reactor as safe 
as possible. Here are some points: 

 
 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t 
change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama 
and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include 
use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and 
contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

  Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet 
the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 
Thank you, 
David Turnoy 
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From: Derek <dsbened@frontier.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 9:08 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]The Hanford Cleanup needs to start right now! 

 
The science is clear, we have the capabilities, and it's time to clean up the radioactive mess in Hanford starting right now! 

 

The Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short‐term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities 
from a computer program. 

 

Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long‐term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t 
change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 

Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and 
Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a 
Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of 
plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. 

 

“Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

 

Please require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Derek Benedict  
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From: greenepeace@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Linda Greene 
<greenepeace@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:43 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

It seems like the process of Hanford cleanup has taken forever already. Further delays are just untenable. I am counting on 
you, as are so many citizens in this part of the country, to do your best in saving our environment from further harm. Thank 
you 

 

Sincerely, 
Linda Greene 

greenepeace@gmail.com 
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From: famarkee@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Freyja Markee 
<famarkee@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 8:38 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Freyja Markee  
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From: John Butler <johnbiii@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 6:13 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford cleanup must involve cleaning up - not sidestepping the rules 

 
I am a taxpayer in WA. I’ve been following the snail’s pace of cleanup at Hanford most of my life. USDOE should be 
ashamed at this slow process ‐ the vitrification plant is STILL not on‐line? Holy smokes. 

 

Recently we have witnessed unilateral treaty abrogation outside the clearly stated laws covering negotiations with the 
indigenous peoples who conceded the land for Hanford and whose lives are threatened by the slow pace of cleaning up 
WWII nuclear efforts. They deserve better ‐ and certainly not the euphemism now being invoked to describe future 
progress. 

 

I write to you today to condemn in the strongest possible terms the nonsensical phrase “adaptive milestones”. The TPA 
ought not be mitigated by DOE’s failure to even ask for cleanup funding. Establishing “flexible” milestones won’t stop 
leaks. Yucca Flats entire lifecycle was half of Hanford’s lifespan to date ‐ and the Yucca Mountain repository has been 
abandoned for quite some time because of fears of FUTURE radiation leaks. Hanford IS LEAKING NOW! . Yet Hanford 
continues almost immeasurably slow progress ‐ and even the double‐walled tanks are increasingly at risk of failure. 

 

Calling real slow‐downs “flexibility” does nothing for the future safety of those who depend on the central plateau ‐ nor 
on those downstream whose lives will be disrupted when radioactivity leaks reach the Columbia River. 

Please reject the planned move to “adaptive management”. Clean up Hanford SOON. 

Thanks, 

‐John Butler  
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From: David Reeploeg <dreeploeg@tridec.org> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:56 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Karl Dye; tagcvg@charter.net; Tiffany Burke 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TRIDEC Comments re. Central Plateau TPA Adaptive Milestones 
Attachments: TRIDEC Comments - Central Plateau TPA Adaptive Milestones 8.19.22.pdf 

 

Please see the attached comments from TRIDEC regarding the Central Plateau Adaptive Milestone approach. 

Thank you, 

David 

 

David Reeploeg 
Vice President for Federal Programs 
TRIDEC 
Office: (509) 735-1000, ext. 4 
Mobile: (509) 205-1760 
Fax: (509) 735-6609 
dreeploeg@tridec.org 
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August 19, 2022 
 

Attn: Jennifer Colborn 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, H5-20 
Richland, WA 99352 

Dear Ms. Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) changes 
associated with the Central Plateau Adaptive Milestone approach. Our understanding is that this approach 
is currently being implemented on near-term TPA milestones on a developmental basis to provide a more 
effective mechanism for addressing TPA milestone impacts that are beyond local Department of Energy 
(DOE) control. If proven successful after this preliminary effort, this approach will be considered for 
additional Hanford TPA milestones. 

 

The Tri-City Development Council (TRIDEC) recognizes the current difficulties for DOE in meeting formal 
TPA milestones when events occur that are beyond DOE’s control. In particular, the level of appropriated 
annual Hanford funding typically is not adequate to perform cleanup work in compliance with TPA 
requirements. When this occurs, milestone slippages must be negotiated and approved by the regulators 
and the public must be informed. This process requires significant employee resources and calendar 
time. However, we also are concerned that this process, if not fully understood and controlled by DOE and 
the regulators, could potentially lead to negative impacts on cleanup costs and schedules. 

 

Below are issues of particular interest for the TPA agencies’ consideration: 
 

Additional Pertinent Information Needed: 
We believe it is important to have a more thorough description of the milestones involved in future Adaptive 
Milestone review packages. For example, it is not clear what the linkage is between the 14 suspended 
milestones and the 17 interim milestones that supported continued work associated with each of them. We 
would like to better understand the current TPA completion date for each of the suspended milestones, the 
anticipated revised date for them, and the specific reason for needing to suspend/modify the completion 
dates. 

 

Public Involvement re. PREP: 
DOE stated in the August 9 DOE meeting presentation and discussion that the public will be involved in 
reviewing any TPA milestones and interim milestones involved in future 2-5 year Adaptive Milestone 
reviews, and this must occur. However, there must also be a public review/comment opportunity on the 
computer application tool referred to as the Plateau Risk Elimination Program (PREP). This initial 
development is expected to be completed in approximately January 2023. A review of this development 
will ensure that the public is aware of which factors are being considered by the program and how they are 
addressed in arriving at the final output. 
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Prioritizing Milestones on a Risk-Informed Basis: 
During the August 9, 2022 Adaptive Milestone Approach virtual public meeting, it was noted that one of the 
five areas the PREP computer application tool will use to assess reasonable milestones for sequential two- 
to-five year Adaptive Milestone evaluation periods is “prioritization criteria.” TRIDEC believes that these 
priorities should primarily be established on a risk-informed basis. This will ensure that cleanup activities 
addressing the highest risks to the workforce, public and environment will be given the highest priority. 

 

Support of Compliant Level Budgeting: 
There is no question that if insufficient annual Hanford cleanup budget levels continue, funding will be a key 
factor in determining if TPA milestones will be missed. However, this must not be used automatically or 
indiscriminately to justify milestone slippages. DOE RL and ORP must make every effort and take every 
action necessary to ensure that adequate Hanford cleanup funding is justified and fully understood by DOE 
Headquarters, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), and Congress. It is also important to 
understand which milestone schedule (the original TPA milestones or the Adaptive Milestone schedule) 
DOE will use in establishing the annual compliant-level funding needs. Continued insufficient cleanup 
funding for Hanford will lead to much higher Lifecycle costs and much longer Lifecycle schedules. 

 

Control of the Adaptive Milestone Approach: 
With the Adaptive Milestone approach, primary focus will by definition be on TPA milestones and impacts in 
sequential two-to-five year periods of time when reviews are scheduled. This may lead to longer-term 
milestones being ignored or at least being sacrificed in order to address near-term activities. Control of the 
Adaptive Milestone approach to prevent this near-term focus at the expense of major longer-term 
milestones is critical if Hanford cleanup is to be successfully completed in the 2078 timeframe. This will be 
particularly important if the Adaptive Milestone implementation is broadened for use on other Hanford-wide 
cleanup milestones. 

 

Broader Hanford Implementation of Adaptive Milestone Approach: 
While the rationale for moving to an Adaptive Milestone approach is understood and may be beneficial, it is 
a significant departure from previous practices. If this initial effort is deemed successful, we believe it is 
important for procedures and guidelines to be formally established in advance of broader implementation of 
the Adaptive Milestone approach at Hanford, and for the public to have an opportunity to review them and 
provide input. 

 

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide comment. Please feel free to contact me with questions or 
if there is any additional information I can provide. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

David Reeploeg, 
Vice President for Federal Programs 
TRIDEC 

 

From: Cass Martinez <cassidymart@gmail.com> 
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Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 5:20 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Adaptive Milestones at Hanford 

 
As a downriver water drinker (Ranney wells on the Columbia), I took an interest in the announcement of new milestones 
for achieving Hanford cleanup. The prolixity and detail of the new milestones conveyed that cleanup was not happening, 
and even if broken into bite‐sized pieces, was likely going to be not‐happening even more. 

 

From out here in the cheap seats, where Hanford has been killing us softly for many years, I believe I am entitled to be 
listened to on this issue; the issue being that Hanford is a horror, and the cleanup will go on forever. The endless risk to 
us all can be partly dealt with by forbidding the constant subcontracting (and contractor evasion of responsibility) at 
Hanford, by insisting on additional funding from Congress, by actual oversight of the contractors, by protecting whistle‐ 
blowers, by peopling the upper echelons of the Department of Energy, and by ignoring the GAO's advice to use 
"cement". 

 

Cass Martinez  
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From: anne sullivan <annbo2@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:53 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford TPA 

 
I am appalled to hear there is intention to change this. Our lives. Our childrens and grand childrens lives and future 
generations depend on and demand you follow through with appropriate action and accountability. Demonstrate 
stewardship of the land. 

 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

  Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread 
of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress 
to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

Anne Sullivan 
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From: callieridolfi@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Callie Ridolfi 
<callieridolfi@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:47 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

‐A computer model will not solve DOE’s budget or systemic issues. In fact, unless it is developed in a transparent and 
auditable way and with public involvement, it seems a poor replacement for thoughtful and competent project 
management. The idea of breaking up the milestones into even more milestones for specific activities seems like trying to 
replace competent project management with a computer model. 

Sincerely, 
Callie 
Ridolfi 
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From: Theodora Tsongas <ttsongas@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 4:08 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Comments on Proposed Tri-Party Agreement on 'Adaptive Milestones' for Hanford 

Clean-up 
 
The proposed ‘Adaptive Milestones’ are neither adaptive nor milestones, but just 
another delaying tactic. The Department of Energy must ask Congress for funds 
promptly and not use the excuse that Congress has not provided the funds to delay 
the cleanup. Federal law and the TPA say that the USDOE is REQUIRED to ask Congress to fully 
fund the schedule and milestones. Only if Congress directly refuses to appropriate funding is 
USDOE legally excused from a milestone. And Congress has not done this. 
This proposal is another indication that the three parties are not using our tax dollars properly, 
nor are they committed to cleaning up the contamination before any more air, water, or soils are 
contaminated and made unusable and uninhabitable for thousands of years. 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) Milestones are supposed to set an enforceable schedule based on 
principles of stopping the spread of contamination; risk; how long it should take to cleanup an area 
or facility to meet standards; and a logical progression for which of the thousands of contaminated 
sites get cleaned up before others. 
The schedule for cleanup MUST be based on the most urgently needed sites that are at risk of 
spreading contamination such as, but not limited to, the plumes of radioactive contaminants that 
are moving toward the Columbia River with the very real threat of exposing populations all along 
the Columbia Basin to radiation through water and food resources, with resulting radiation 
induced acute and chronic adverse health effects. We have watched and waited while the three 
parties have hemmed and hawed and made excuses. Making a milestone that is a ‘promise’ to 
make a milestone for some unknown and undetermined kind of action five years or so from now 
is just shameless, irrational, and accomplishes NOTHING!!! 

Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from 
Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than allowing them to be 
relaxed and by replacing them with an untested method for setting schedules that is not even 
available for review by the public. This just seems like another boondoggle! 
And even more egregiously, the Department of Energy has abrogated its responsibility 
to comply with treaties. 
Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights 
of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central 
Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the 
health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they 
exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 
Please DO NOT ACCEPT the proposed "Adaptive" milestones.  
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From: Alice Swan <aswan@rockisland.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:27 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup 

 
What you have proposed is a weakening of critical cleanup requirements, phrased in tricky trumpian language. It is 
unacceptable. 

 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

  Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread 
of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress 
to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 
It especially worries me that my state, which tries so hard to look rational and responsive to what the science describes as 
critical climate change, would behave so irrationally towards what nuclear physics has been telling us for 50 years. 

 

Alice Swan 
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From: M Comfort <ms.cmfrt@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 3:12 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Clean up is overdue 

 
Do not move the goal posts for the clean up of WWII poisonous aftermath. This is a dangerous man made disaster that 
has dire consequences. The treaty rights alone are reason to get this effort into overdrive. What good is the word of a 
nations governing body when a promise is broken. Clean up should have happened by now. The radiation was put there a 
few years before I was born. I’m almost 75. How is this allowed? Do not stop, delay, parley or hedge. Put the clean up 

I. To high gear before it poisons everyone and every living creature in and down stream of the Columbia River. Honor 
our WWII veterans by protecting the country they fought for. 
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From: Gerry Pollet <gerry@hoanw.org> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:46 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Office at Heart of America; Amber Waldref; Alfonso Contreras 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Heart of America NW comments on Central Plateau Adaptive Milestone Approach 
Attachments: Adaptive milestones TPA change HOANW commentsl 8-19-22.pdf 

 
Attached are Heart of America Northwest's comments on the Proposed TPA changes related to Adaptive milestone 
approach ... for Central Plateau Cleanup Work. 

 
 
 

Gerry Pollet, JD; 
Executive Director, 
Heart of America Northwest 
"The Public's Voice for Hanford Clean-Up" 
HanfordCleanup.org 
gerry@hoanw.org 

  



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

 

B-30 

 
 

Comments of Heart of America Northwest 
“The Public’s Voice for Hanford Cleanup” 

On the 
“Proposed TPA Changes Related to Adaptive Milestone Approach for Establishing 

Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work” 
August 19, 2022 comments submitted to CPmilestones@rl.gov 

Reply to offce@hoanw.org and gerry@hoanw.org 
 

What the agencies are calling “Adaptive Milestone Approach” proposed for the 
Hanford Cleanup Agreement (or Tri-Party Agreement / TPA) would be a dreadful 

setback to Hanford Cleanup. 

The agencies are proposing to replace enforceable milestones that set enforceable 
long-term and short-term cleanup schedules for Hanford’s Central Plateau as described 
in the official notice: 

“Under the (“Adaptive Milestone”) approach, the TPA agencies will review the 
enforceable milestones in the near term (potentially 2-5 years). The DOE will use 
a computer application to assess potential cleanup scenarios and help inform 
discussions when negotiating future milestones.” 

This approach reminds us of Captains Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) and Barbosa in 
Pirates of the Caribbean in regard to the “Pirates Code: 

“The code is more what you'd call 'guidelines' than actual rules” 

It’s not a milestone if it is “adaptive!” 

Calling milestones “adaptive” is an oxymoron. Milestones are legal schedules set 
out in enforceable CERCLA Federal Facility Agreement and RCRA Consent Schedules 
and Orders. 
If they are adaptive, they do not meet the requirements for enforceable schedules. 

If the agencies proceed, we expect that the courts will agree that “adaptive milestones” 
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that can be changed based on such yet to be defined elements as internal USDOE 
budget guidance, in a yet to be designed computer program, do not provide any 
protection from citizen suit enforcement. Simply put, they are not legally recognizable 
compliance schedules. 

As such, USDOE will not be able to claim that there is a firm schedule being diligently 
enforced for the numerous releases and violations covered by current TPA milestones. 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) Milestones are supposed to set enforceable 
schedules based on principles which include: 

 stopping the spread of contamination; 
 preventing catastrophic and other releases; 
 protecting workers from exposures; 
 risk; 
 how long it should take to cleanup an area or facility to meet standards; and 
 a logical progression for which of the thousands of contaminated sites get 

cleaned up before others. 

Federal law and the TPA say that the USDOE is REQUIRED to ask Congress to fully 
fund the schedule and milestones. Only if Congress directly refuses to appropriate 
funding is USDOE legally excused from a milestone. Congress has never refused to 
fund a compliance schedule or TPA milestone. It has never happened. 

The TPA agencies’ “Adaptive Milestones” would use a computer program – which does 
not yet exist for us to comment on – to set only milestones for three years based on 
what USDOE wants to ask Congress to fund, rather than being required to ask 
Congress to fund an enforceable schedule based on protecting the Columbia River, 
preventing catastrophic releases, preventing additional groundwater contamination, and 
emptying leaking High-Level Waste tanks. 

In presenting the proposal at the TPA workshop on the proposal on August 9, the 
agencies repeatedly claimed that this proposal was necessitated by USDOE not being 
appropriated the funds requested and repeated claims that the milestones for the 
Central Plateau were based on funding profiles for approximately $1 billion per year. 
The agencies incorrectly stated that funding at this level is not foreseeable. 

However, USDOE refused to request that Congress appropriate this level of funding for 
the past several years. That is a violation of the TPA, CERCLA and RCRA by USDOE. 

It is not a failure by Congress – which was not requested by the President and USDOE 
to appropriate the funding needed for Central Plateau milestones. Identification of the 
total funding needed, which is not included in the formal Request to Congress, is not the 
same as requesting that the milestones be funded, or a legal substitution for not 
requesting the funds. 

The agencies have ignored that the US Senate – within the past 30 days – moved a 
proposed Energy and Water Appropriation Act for next year which increases Richland 
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Field Office funding by $145 million. This amount is more than the amount agencies 
claimed they needed for Richland to meet TPA milestones next year. 

If the TPA is changed to have milestones for 3-5 years based on USDOE’s willingness 
to ask for funding, we will never have Congress increase the Hanford Cleanup budget to 
meet TPA milestones. 

The proposal turns on its head the principle that compliance orders and the TPA 
should drive budgets and funding. Instead, USDOE’s budget plans will drive the 
schedule – very slowly. Under the proposed approach, there will never be enough 
money to set milestones for new major cleanup efforts at sites that will take 8-12 years 
to complete. 

While waiting for the agencies to develop a computer program, the agencies propose to 
“put 14 milestones ‘in abeyance,’ or on hold until the agencies agree to enforceable 
dates.” 

In other words, USDOE’s budget priorities (that have never emphasized cleanup 
of Hanford to meet the TPA) would drive the schedule, instead of the TPA 
schedule driving the funding! 

 

Treaty rights must be formally recognized in any new provisions of the TPA for 
the Central Plateau: 

The USDOE insists that it has unilaterally abrogated the Treaty rights of the Yakama 
and Umatilla Nations on the Central Plateau. See Hanford Cleanup Land Use Plan 
(CLUP). This legal claim is unconscionable as well as unconstitutional. We describe 
below why it is also based on a misstatement of a 1975 EIS, which was completed 
before Congress required USDOE to recognize that it has a duty to cleanup and restore 
contaminated lands and resources pursuant to the federal Superfund law, CERCLA. 

To meet current commitments for environmental justice, honoring Treaty rights and 
government to government consultations, both the federal and state agencies should 
include a clear statement in any revision of the TPA for Hanford’s Central Plateau which 
specifically recognizes that upland Treaty rights continue to exist for the Central Platea 
and its resources. Therefore, the TPA should include a formal commitment to utilize a 
Tribal Exposure Scenario in determining if cleanup levels will be protective of human 
health and the environment pursuant to CERCLA, RCRA, HWMA and MTCA. These 
laws all require use of the reasonable maximum exposure scenario for determining 
cleanup levels and standards. The reasonably maximum foreseeable use of the Central 
Plateau – as with any area for which there are Treaty rights for use of land and resources 
– is, per se, use based on exercise of Treaty rights. 

USDOE refuses to consider the impact on health, the environment, plants and food of 
the peoples of the Yakama and Umatilla (CTUIR) Nations. The Treaties of 1855 
guarantee that they can use those resources on Hanford’s Central Plateau, which are 
crucial to their culture and religion. Heart of America Northwest’s unique Tribal 
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Environmental Law program students have documented that this violation of Treaty 
rights is flagrantly unconstitutional. We are urging that the TPA agencies to formally 
recognize that the Treaty rights continue, and that cleanup must be to levels that protect 
the health of Tribal members exercising Treaty rights long into the future. 

In sum: 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central 
Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with 
short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 

o The proposal fails to take into account that the Congress is poised to dramatically 
increase funding for Richland above the original USDOE request for FY 2023. 
This increase is only due to numerous voices pointing out how the formal 
Request failed to meet milestones, compliance obligations and the impact on 
environmental justice from failing to cleanup soil and groundwater sites. Under 
the proposed approach, this increase will never again be politically feasible 
because the milestones will be reset based on USDOE’s internal budget guidance. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. The TPA must have long-term milestones with 
clear enforceable schedules for interim steps that don’t change just because USDOE 
doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition 
that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and 
its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal 
exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from 
exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty 
rights for generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive 
milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay 
cleanup for decades. 

 Washington State must require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA 
schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to 
request the funding from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, 
milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 

Notes on the claim that Treaty rights were abrogated by USDOE via a declaration that 
Hanford Central Plateau lands and resources were “irretrievably and irreversibly 
committed” to waste management and contamination: 

 
The USDOE, in the 1999 Record of Decision (ROD) for the Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan EIS, relied on and formally incorporated the ERDA1 1975 Hanford Waste 
Management Operations EIS2 in order to conclude that the resources in the central 
plateau were “irreversibly and irretrievably” (I&I) committed to waste storage and 
contamination as the legacy of Hanford’s nuclear weapons production mission. 
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“Industrial” land use is the only land use which USDOE said was allowable or required 
to be planned for under future cleanup decisions (CERCLA and RCRA) for the Central 
Plateau and 300 Area. USDOE ROD: Hanford CLUP EIS, 64 Fed. Reg. 61615 (Nov. 12 
1999). 

 
In USDOE’s/ERDA’s 1975 EIS, the I&I commitment of resources is the result of the 
storage and disposal of High-Level nuclear and Transuranic (TRU) wastes. Energy Res. 
& Dev. Admin, Waste Mgmt. Operations, Final EIS Volume 1 (Dec. 1975). USDOE 
relies on this designation of I&I to enable USDOE to propose lower cleanup levels 
based on industrial use, rather than based on the reasonable maximum exposure under 
Tribal use. The degree of cleanup required to safely allow use of resources and land 
under the Tribal exposure scenarios will never be attempted under the industrial use 
standard. Id. Therefore, if the sole future land use classification of the central plateau 
remains industrial, allowing application of industrial clean-up standards, Tribal members 
will be unable to utilize the land in their usual and accustomed ways. Consequently, the 
Yakama Nation’s Treaty rights, including their right to perform consumptive non-fishing 
activities, will be violated. 

 
The 1999 CLUP-EIS ROD misrepresented that the I&I committed resources in the 1975 
EIS included groundwater. USDOE Record of Decision: Hanford Comprehensive Land- 
Use Plan EIS, 64 Fed. Reg. 61615 (Nov. 12 1999); ERDA 1538, (1975) Section VIII.2 at 
VIII-1. ERDA’s 1975 EIS did commit the land and materials containing or used for storing 
radionuclides with half-life of 10 years or more; land containing fission product 
radionuclides with long half-lives; and land containing transuranic materials, particularly 
plutonium. Energy Res. & Dev. Admin., Waste Mgmt. Operations, Final EIS Volume 1 at pg. 
372 Section VII.1 at VIII-1. (Dec. 1975) . In the 1999 EIS, when USDOE incorporated the 
I&I commitment from the 1975 ERDA EIS as a basis for designating the entirety of the 
Central Plateau for industrial land uses only, USDOE misleadingly restated the 1975 I&I 
commitment as: 
● Including all areas where radioactive and chemical wastes were buried, whereas the 1975 

ERDA EIS only included and I&I for land “storing” radioactive materials (not where 
contaminants may have spread) and where Transuranic (TRU) wastes were buried. 

● Including all groundwater, although the 1975 ERDA EIS explicitly said the I&I 
commitment did not include groundwater 

 
 

1 ERDA, the Energy Research and Development Administration, was renamed by Congress and elevated to Cabinet level 
as the US Department of Energy, USDOE. 

2 Energy Res. & Dev. Admin, Waste Mgmt. Operations, Final EIS Volume 1 (Dec. 1975) 
 
Even if the USDOE had the power to unilaterally extinguish or violate the Yakama’s 
Treaty rights, they did not irreversibly and irretrievably commit the groundwater that is 
currently contaminated with radioactive or chemical waste. 
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In regard to the upland resources which Treaties reserved the rights of the Yakama, 
CTUIR and Nez Perce nations to utilize, such as gathering of plants, hunting, etc., and 
which USDOE claimed in 1999 and subsequent documents were extinguished due to 
the irreversible and irretrievable commitment of resources, the 1975 ERDA EIS 
actually flat out says that these resources are not irreversibly and irretrievably 
committed: 

“Irretrievable damage or loss to the biota of the region is not expected to occur.” 
ERDA 1538 Section VIII.2 at VIII-1 

Ironically, USDOE said that the biota and groundwater were not irreversibly damaged or 
committed based on an absolute paucity of data. The ERDA 1975 EIS was grossly 
inadequate in any analysis of groundwater pollution and projections of contamination of 
the groundwater. For example, ERDA declared: 

“The use of the mobile portions of the environment (air and water) by the Waste 
Management Operations does not represent an irreversible or irretrievable 
resource commitment, but rather a short-term investment. 
“The groundwater contains only a few isolated locations where the 
concentrations of radionuclides and chemicals are above current concentration 
guides for drinking water. Dilution and radioactive decay will restore that water to 
a useful form.” 

ERDA 1538 (1975) Section VIII.2 at VIII.1 

Three key points: 

1. An agency can never unilaterally abrogate Treaty rights. It takes a specific act of 
Congress with clear intent to eliminate a Treaty right. The Treaty rights of the Yakama 
and Umatilla Nations to utilize the lands and resources of the Central Plateau continue. 
Therefore, a Tribal Exposure Scenario must be utilized in determining appropriate 
cleanup levels and plans. 

2. The claims made in the 1999 CLUP were simply false and failed to accurately state 
what was in the 1975 EIS, on which it relied. 

3. Even if the 1975 EIS and ROD could have somehow abrogated Treaty rights by making a 
“commitment” that the lands and resources were ‘irretrievably and irreversibly 
committed to contamination,” Congress subsequently stepped in and created a new duty 
for USDOE and all federal agencies to cleanup such contamination and restore 
groundwater and resources when it passed the federal Superfund law, CERCLA. 
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From: kmsaul@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kathleen Saul <kmsaul@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:26 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

My first thought upon reading about indefinite delays in some aspects of the Hanford Cleanup was "Why Santy Claus, 
why?!" Just as the Grinch surprised Cindy‐loo Who by removing the Christmas stockings, lights, tree, and roast beast 
from the Who home on Christmas Eve, I am startled to read that a project that was promised to the people of Washington 
back in 1989 once again faces roadblocks and decreases in funding. I am guessing that if members of Congress lived on 
the edges of Hanford and knew that every windstorm brought radioactive dust to their doorsteps, that their drinking water 
supplies would soon be tainted with the dregs of plutonium production from WWII and the Cold War, things might be 
different. However, because Hanford lies in eastern Washington, out of sight and out of mind, we have to fight again and 
again for what we all deserve‐‐clean air and clean water. 

It's time to stop delaying and passing the buck to the next generation. Do 
what's right for a change! Even the Grinch had a change of heart. 

 

Sincerely, 
Kathleen 
Saul 

kmsaul@comcast.net 
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From: Sandy Griebe <sandygriebe@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:26 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford cleanup 

 
To whom it may concern: 
I am upset with the changes and proposed changes in the Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) schedules. 

 
 The TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head 

and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. NO ONE is going to fund this if the priority 
level is lowered. 

 
 No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on 

USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. 
 

 “Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 
 In addition, any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty 

rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central 
Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure that cleanup will protect the (a) 
health of Tribal members from exposure and (b) contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their 
Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 
 I’m asking you to require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, 

preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 
 

 Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress 
to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 
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  From: Richard Honour <rhono@precautionarygroup.org> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:19 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: rhono@precautionarygroup.org 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup 

 
Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 
should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

  Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread 
of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet 
the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them 

 

Richard C. Honour, PhD 
The Precautionary Group 
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From: rhono@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Honour <rhono@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:21 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be 
put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short‐term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a 
computer program. 

• Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long‐term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 
• Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of 
the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from  exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights 
for generations to come. 
• TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its 
head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 
• Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the 
spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them 

Richard C. Honour, PhD 
The Precautionary Group 

dd your personalized comment here 
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Sincerely, 
Richard 
Honour 

rhono@precautionarygroup.org 
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From: Becky Glass <bkglass@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:17 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central 

Plateau. 
 

Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones should be 
put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short‐term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a 
computer program. 

 

Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long‐term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t 
change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 

Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and 
Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a 
Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of 
plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 

TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows 
USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

 

Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread of 
contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the 
compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 

This message originated from an external sender. Use caution when clicking on links or opening attachments. 
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From: Sylvia Haven <sylviahaven@mac.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:14 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Sylvia Haven 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup 

 
Gentlepersons: 

 

Obfuscating the Hanford Cleanup Agreement by using the term “adaptive milestones” to camouflage your refusal to 
abide by the rules is inhumane and dishonest. Please follow through with and enforce the TPA agreements. 

 

Have you done due diligence by going to Congress for funding in order to abide by the agreement ? If not, please do 
so posthaste. 

 

Sylvia Haven  
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From: Sharon FASNACHT <fasnacht@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 2:01 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Office at Heart of America 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup (TPA) 

 
I'm a former resident of the Tri-Cities and have been fightling for HANFORD CLEANUP to be properly 
funded - as promised years ago - and to stop the constant delays in cleanup! I've been fighting 
for ENFORCEABLE SCHEDULES! There is NO WAY I will ever settle for USDOE BUDGET BASED 
SHORT-TERM "ADAPTIVE MILESTONES. HORSE PUCKY! 

 
1. Hanford Cleanup needs to be accelerated, and funded as promised for 70 ish years! 

And, I'm retired from the Administrative Office of the Court's Computer Division. Hanford 
Cleanup needs Scientists & Engineers & Management on site to determine what needs to be 
done. Skip the development of a computer program that does the scheduling, especially when it's 
based on USDOE budget priorities instead of HANFORD CLEANUP PRIORITIES. 

 
2. Where is our formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the 
Plateau and its resources? The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario 
to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of plants and 
resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. 

 
3. TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its 
head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay HANFORD cleanup for 
decades. TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE! 

 
4. AND TO CLOSE: I want to require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on 
a. preventing releases, 
b. preventing the spread of contamination, and 
c. a logical progression of cleanup. 

 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to 
request the funding from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, 
milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 
Sharon Fasnacht  
fasnacht@comcast.net 
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From: Brian Slosek <Slosek13@msn.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:47 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Cleanup Agreement 

 
 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the Central Plateau. No milestones 

should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget 
priorities from a computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable 
schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and 
allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for decades. 

  Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, preventing the spread 
of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

  Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress 
to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 

 
Brian Slosek 
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From: bronwyn evans <bronwynnevans@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:45 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup Agreement. 

 
Hello I am writing regarding Hanford Cleanup Agreement. TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the 
Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be replaced with short‐term 
schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a computer program. Adaptive milestones” are an 
oxymoron. I want to see long‐term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just because 
USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding. Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include 
formal recognition that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its 
resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure 
cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources 
when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come. TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding 
from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay 
cleanup for decades. Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, 
preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. Washington State should enforce 
the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request the funding from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, 
milestones, of the TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them. 
Thank you 
B.Evans 

  



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

 

B-46 

From: DEAN SIGLER <muchcatfur@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:44 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]"Adoptive Milestones" and other oxymorons 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am disappointed (horrified) to see that some in so-called leadership positions want to lower the priorities and 
slow the advancement of much-needed cleanup efforts at Hanford. I was a technical writer for a firm that 
designed the transfer system that moved nuclear sludge from single-wall tanks in Tank Farm C into new 
double-wall tanks. That was over two decades ago and even then I was disturbed by the lethargic pace of 
government efforts to clean up nuclear waste. 

 

To put the brakes on now is foolhardy and dangerous. All those leaking tanks are being allowed to drain 
nuclear waste into the Columbia River - hardly a waterway we can afford to irradiate. This would be a disaster 
of Biblical proportions along over 275 miles of productive river. This would destroy life and commerce along 
this historic waterway. Future generations will revile our memory if we allow the destruction of something so 
precious. 

 

"Adoptive Milestones" is a precious bit of bovine squeezings typical of public relations campaigns. We can't 
"greenwash" our way out of this crisis. Nuclear sludge is inching its way toward an irreplaceable river. 

 

We need to speed up our efforts, not adopt some PR speak to take the place of action. During WWII, people 
called expeditors sped up once fairly placid processes and goaded workers into greater efficiency and quicker 
deadlines. We need expeditors for this, ironically for a site that supplied the materials for the atom bomb in the 
most expeditious way possible. Dragging our feet now will be a fatal blow to all our futures. 

 

Please expedite these efforts. 

Sincerely, 
Dean R. Sigler  
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From: Ellen Kissman <eek_kissman@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 1:42 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Keep Hanford Clean Up Momentum -- Say No To "Adaptive Milestones" 

 
I was dismayed to learn of this attempt to slow down the Hanford clean up, which is slower than molasses as it is. The 
clean up needs to be faster, not even slower. The clean up shouldn’t be put on hold for 3‐5 years while you reset the 
schedules using computer models based on USDOE’s failure to budget properly for to meet its obligations and 
responsibilities here. That is simply ridiculous. TPA schedules are supposed to drive Congressional funding, not the 
other way around. 

 

I want to see real progress. This Adaptive Milestones proposal is an oxymoron; milestones are milestones. I want those 
who fail to meet agreed upon milestones to be held accountable for their failures, including even fines and payments from 
the federal government for its own missed deadlines. 

 

Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty rights of the 
Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau 
provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal 
members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their Treaty rights for 
generations to come. 

 
USDOE must include in its budget asks of Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing releases, 
preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical progression of cleanup. 

 
As a Washington state citizen, I want Washington State to enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to 
request the funding from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the TPA, rather than 
relaxing and replacing them. 

 
Thank you 

 

 

Ellen Kissman, MPH, MSUP  
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From: robert98103@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Robert Masterson <robert98103 
@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 12:52 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

 

It is very important to follow the science here, which have implications for centuries. 

Robert Masterson 

Sincerely, 

Robert Masterson  
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From: marymele@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Mary Mele <marymele@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:56 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

 

We need to face this issue Because it is NOT going away with delay and wishful thinking. It is the role of government 
precisely to act in the common good. Act! 

 

Sincerely, 
Mary Mele 

marymele@gmail.com 
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From: mukilteo787@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Calderbank <mukilteo787 
@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:29 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Calderbank 
mukilteo787@comcast.net 
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From: beths946@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Beth Sanders <beths946@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:29 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

 

Add your personalized comment here 

 

The root cause of these delays has to be identified and addressed. Accountability is necessary to protect our environment 
and Hanford workers. 

 

Sincerely, 
Beth Sanders 

beths946@gmail.com 

  



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

 

B-52 

From: johnw@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of John Warnock <johnw@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 10:37 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, 
and success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ negotiable. 

 

Here's another possibility. Might it be time to admit defeat, to acknowledge that our actions during the Cold War have 
poisoned our world in a way that is irremedialble and to start spending the money being spent on remediation on something 
that might actually help people other than the contractors? 

 

Sincerely, 
John Warnock 

johnw@email.arizona.edu 

  



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

 

B-53 

  

From: Dan Serres <dan@columbiariverkeeper.org> 
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:48 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Comments gathered by Columbia Riverkeeper for Proposed Tri-Party Agreement 

Changes for the Central Plateau 
Attachments: Columbia Riverkeeper gathered comments Central Plateau TPA Changes 8.18.2022.pdf 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, U.S. Department of Energy, Washington Department of Ecology, and U.S. EPA, 

 

Please see the attached comments gathered from 465 Columbia Riverkeeper members and supporters regarding the 
Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes Related to the new Adaptive Milestone Approach for Establishing Scope and 
Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work. 

Thank 

you, Dan 

Serres 

‐‐ 
Dan Serres | He/Him/His | Conservation Director 

Columbia Riverkeeper | Direct: 503.890.2441 | 
dan@columbiariverkeeper.org 

 

Love, Defend Clean Water—Read it Now 
Learn how Columbia Riverkeeper is defending clean water in our communities today! 
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 Columbia Riverkeeper 
P.O. Box 950 

Hood River, OR 97031 
phone 541.387.3030 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

 

August 18, 2022 
 

Attn: Jennifer Colborn, 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, H5-20 
Richland, WA 99352 

 
Submitted to CPmilestones@rl.gov 

 
RE: Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive Milestone Approach 

for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work 

 

Dear Washington Department of Ecology, U.S. EPA, and U.S. Department of Energy: 

 
Columbia Riverkeeper (Riverkeeper) submits the following comments gathered from 465 

Columbia Riverkeeper members and supporters. The signers below support the following 
comment on the Proposed Tri-Party Agreement Changes Related to the new Adaptive Milestone 
Approach for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work (hereafter 
referred to as “proposed TPA changes”): 

 

Dear U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. EPA, and Washington Department of Ecology, 
 

I urge the Department of Energy (Energy) to dig deeper in the effort to clean Hanford’s 
Central Plateau. The proposed changes to the Tri-Party Agreement will not solve the 
problem of long delays and contamination spreading in the Central Plateau. Cleanup 
delays impact soil and groundwater, allowing contamination to spread that could reach 
the Columbia River if not removed through groundwater treatment. 

 

Energy must fully fund Central Plateau cleanup to avoid long delays in accomplishing 
Central Plateau cleanup work. Energy’s adaptive approach will not succeed in 
accomplishing more cleanup if the government continues to underfund Hanford cleanup. 
Some proposed TPA changes are beneficial and set firmer deadlines for cleanup work 
plans. But many of the proposed changes establish “deadlines for deadlines” to begin 
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addressing the milestones that are behind schedule and indefinitely delayed. By inserting 
short-term deadlines, the changes give the appearance of progress. But many of the plans 
and actions are past their due dates already, with contamination continuing to create 
real-world impacts via soil and groundwater contamination. 

 

The proposed changes will not be sufficient to ensure that Energy fulfills its commitment 
to cleanup in the Central Plateau without stronger deadlines and an adequate budget. 

 

What impact will the long-term delays have on Energy’s ability to address pollution? For 
example, will the proposed timelines cause delays in removing transuranic waste from 
burial grounds and other sites, making it more difficult and expensive to dispose of 
transuranic waste away from Hanford? Will contamination spread to groundwater during 
decades of slow progress in the Central Plateau, pollution that could have been 
addressed sooner? 

 

The TPA agencies should address milestones that are indefinitely delayed with these 
questions in mind. I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to establish more firm, binding 
deadlines for actual cleanup, avoiding long delays that will exacerbate pollution 
problems at Hanford. 

 

Thank you, 
 

Many commenters added short additional comments of their own, and those are included in the 
table below. Thank you for considering these comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Serres 

Conservation Director 
Columbia Riverkeeper 
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First Name 

Lisa M. 
Glen 

Last Name 

Mintz Kavas 
Anderson 

City 

Lynnwood 
Lacey 

State Code 

WA 
WA 

Comment 

 
Nuclear waste is OUT OF CONTROL!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

    STOP ADDING MORE WASTE to Planet 
Earth!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Gary  Hull  Ogden  UT  ... 
Carolyn  Nieland  Alamo  TX   

Larry  Brandt  Cathlamet  WA   

Glenn  Hufnagel  Buffalo  NY   

Lucile  Brook  Nehalem  OR   

Ian  Shelley  Portland  OR   

Joan  Smith  Greenbrae  CA   

Thomas  Keys  Gresham  OR   

Alyssa  Deardorff  Molalla  OR   

John  Cruz  Vancouver  WA  It is high time for TPA agencies to stop stalling efforts 
to undertake a robust Central Plateau cleanup and to 
seek adequate funding to accomplish the work. Just 
do it and clean up Hanford! 

Harold  Watson  Springfield  MO 
 

Tom  Schwegler  Kansas City  MO   

Bob  Devereux  Portland  OR  If it was shipped to them the story would change 

Brian  Yanke  Madison  WI 
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Garlynn  Woodsong  Portland  OR  Energy created a massive radioactive mess at Hanford 
    through its incompetence and professional 
    malpractice in knowingly disposing of radioactive 
    waste in an irresponsible, unprofessional, and 
    ignorant manner, despite international best practices 
    showing a more responsible path forward, such as the 
    use of sealed glass balls to store radioactive waste 
    from France. The department must fully restore the 
    site, including its subsurface portions and impacts on 
    groundwater and the Columbia River. No 
    compromises in the name of budget are acceptable. 
    Full restoration is the only right answer. Energy must 
    pay for its past mistakes, and not continue to 
    perpetuate its misdeeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June  Elliott‐Cattell  West Columbia  SC  The contaminated site of the Hanford Nuclear Site 
needs to be cleaned up now! 

Maradel  Gale  Bainbridge Island  WA  This area needs to be cleaned up ‐‐ get the job done! 

Jean  Berolzheimer  Vashon  WA  cleaning up the Hanford Nuclear site is of utmost 
 
Alain 

 
Gauthier 

 
Portland 

 
OR 

urgency ‐ please don't delay! 
A fully‐funded clean‐up, with appropriate milestones, 

    is very important for the future of our children and 
future generations.  Thank you for taking further 
action 
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les  roberts  Serafina  NM   

Brenda  Smith  Portland  OR   

Cheryl  Kolander  Portland  OR  please clean this up.  It is contaminating the entire 
Columbia river basin.  sequester in glass and bury 
away from the river.  please 

Heidi  Cody  Vancouver  WA  Hanford needs to be cleaned up ASAP. The delays are 
simply inexcusable. Please, do better! 

Susan  Wechsler  Corvallis  OR 
 

Janet  Riordan  Seattle  WA   

Tracy  Feldman  Durham  NC   

Brian  Anderson  White Salmon  WA   

Jen  Rund  Novato  CA  Full clean up needs to happen now. What's the point 
of partial measures?! This toxic dump should never 
have been allowed to sit for so long. 

Fay  Forman  New York  NY 
 

Gail 
 
Lisa 

Atkins 
 

Marcus 

Raymond 
 

Seattle 

WA 
 

WA 

Hanford has been a danger for far too long. Time to 
take care of this. 

Mona 
 
Querido 

McNeil 
 

Galdo 

Vancouver 
 

Gualala 

WA 
 

CA 

Cleanup Hanford is so long overdue. Do everything 
possible to speed this action. 
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Barbara 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nina 

We 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French 

Valley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portland 

WA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 

I think we need to rid our planet of destructive 
chemicals and their use ‐ same with Round up and the 
mess we make of forests after logged and dams that 
destroy fish numbers and normal path to see and 
then to spawning. WE are the only animal on this 
planet that trys to change what is here, use it to 
ridiculous levels... We need to honor and respect the 
ground we walk on, the air we breath, the water we 
drink and get big business out of destruction of the 
planet for their wallets. 
Quit compromising workers health and sending them 

 
Lori 

 
Stefano 

 
Yelm 

 
WA 

to an early grave. 

Joan  Cole  Port Townsend  WA  Make a robust cleanup of Hanford a priority an MAKE 
THE CLEANUP HAPPEN NOW!!! 

Tim  Duda  San Antonio  TX  Clean‐up of Hanford is absolutely essential and must 
be done without delay. 

Judy  Todd  Portland  OR 
 

Leslie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John 

Spurling 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schreiber 

Shoreline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trenton 

WA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NJ 

This is exactly why we are completely opposed to 
nuclear power. We do not know what to do with the 
waste. This project has been going on for decades, 
with ups and downs, and there are still issues, still 
slowdowns, still the mess. And is it being cleaned up 
indeed? Or are we just moving it around, kicking the 
can down the road? 

John  Livingston  Salem  OR  Please spease up your cleanup efforts. The longer we 
wait the more expense our taxpayers will have to 
incur. 
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Judy  Fairless  Warren  NJ  Stop the delays. Clean up now. 
Karen  Mensinger  Allyn  WA   

Brian  Ainsley  Altamonte Springs  FL   

Virginia  Jastromb  Northampton  MA   

Nancy  Riggleman  Tollhouse  CA   

Mark  Wheeler  Portland  OR   

Marcella  Crane  Phoenix  AZ   

Lela  Perkins  Everett  WA   

Marjorie  Nafziger  Portland  OR   

Dan  Sherwood  Portland  OR   

Kelly  Brignell  Portland  OR  It is WAY OVERDUE... THOROUGH CLEAN UP NOW! 
sandra  less  Portland  OR   

Susan  McRae  Olympia  WA  Nuclear energy is dangerous, leaving behind deadly 
pollution that lasts for thousands of years.  The 
United States owes it to the people of Washington to 
clean up the waste left behind and leaking into the 
Columbia River watershed. 

 
Clinton 

 
Burdette 

 
Los Angeles 

 
CA 

 
Do the right thing!!! 

Ellen  Saunders  Manning  OR   

Jorge De Cec De Cecco  Ukiah  CA   

Kevin  Gallagher  Lake Forest Park  WA   

April  Atwood  Portland  OR   

Jill  Boyer‐Quick  Vancouver  WA   

John  Teevan  Chula Vista  CA   

margo  wyse  Mimbres  NM   
Marita  Ingalsbe  Portland  OR   



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

B-61 
 

Linda  Fielder  Carrollton  TX  It is time to clean up the Central Plateau seek 
adequate funding to accomplish the work. Delays in 
Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soils and 
groundwater that future generations will use at 
Hanford. 

Kim  Smith  Beverly  WV 
 

Lee  Chapman  Bend  OR  Please preserve  this important environment and 
clean up this very dangerous pollution! 

Stephen  Dutschke  Louisville  KY 
 

Vernon  Batty  Mesilla Park  NM   

Sheila  Dempsey  Bronx  NY   

Henry  Berkowitz  Sabinsville  PA   

Jackson  Ogden  Spokane  WA   

kim  davis  Salem  OR   

Mauria  McClay  Portland  OR   

Tamara  Westbrook  West Linn  OR   

J J  Lindsey  Olympia  WA   

Christi  Dillon  Mooresville  NC   

Paul  Borcherding  La Grande  OR   

Brian  Belet  Sherwood  OR   

Michael  Brandes  Fort Lee  NJ   

Maggie  Davidson  Pompano Beach  FL   

Catherine 
 
Michelle 

Schurian 
 
Sewald 

Bellevue 
 

Denver 

WA 
 

CO 

Cleanup of Hanford nuclear waste really can't be 
delayed any longer! 



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

B-62 
 

Virginia  Davis  Woodinville  WA  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 
    Proposed Changes to the Tri‐Party Agreement's 
    Central Plateau Milestones.  Energy must fully fund 
    Central Plateau cleanup to avoid long delays in 
    accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup work. Energy's 
    adaptive approach will not succeed in accomplishing 
    more cleanup if the government continues to 
    underfund Hanford cleanup. Some proposed TPA 
    changes are beneficial and set firmer deadlines for 
    cleanup work plans. But many of the proposed 
    changes establish deadlines for deadlines to begin 
    addressing the milestones that are behind schedule 
    and indefinitely delayed. By inserting short‐term 
    deadlines, the changes give the appearance of 
    progress. However, many of the plans and actions are 
    past their due dates already, with contamination 
    continuing to create real‐world impacts via soil and 
    groundwater contamination.  The proposed changes 
    will not be sufficient to ensure that Energy fulfills its 
    commitment to cleanup in the Central Plateau. 
Juanita  Hull  Ogden  UT  ... 
d  robinson  Curlew  WA  It's time to rid the world of this dangerous toxic 
    Legacy! 
Samuel  Taylor  Hood River  OR   

Lorraine  Johnson  Seattle  WA  Act for the future and well being of all living things 

Sarah  Stewart  Watertown  MA 
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Patricia  Jerrells  Shelton  WA  TPA agencies need to stop dragging their feet and get 
with the program of cleaning up Hanford. This 
problem has been ongoing for many years and no 
excuse will cover the reasons it needs to be taken 
care of right now. Hopefully, twiddling fingers will 
stop and do constructive work.  Proposed changes 
need to be brought up to date with the current 
issues.  It continually gets worse for everyone 
concerned. More contamination building up as we 
speak. 

 
Jennifer 

 
Valentine 

 
Massapequa Park 

 
NY 

 

Robert  Carothers  Lake Oswego  OR  Do the right thing, clean it up ! 
Thomas  Nieland  Alamo  TX   

J  K  Olalla  WA   

Dale  Riehart  San Francisco  CA   

Katherine  Wiese  Ridgefield  WA  Keep moving forward in cleaning up this disaster. We 
must get this done in the shortest amount of time for 
everyone's well being. 

Jean  Schwinberg  Seattle  WA  Please a complete job of cleaning up the pollution at 
 
Bill 

 
O'Brien 

 
Beaverton 

 
OR 

Hanford. 
We must act with a sense of urgency the radioactive 

    contamination is creeping closer to the Columbia 
River! 
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Terry  Dalsemer  Portland  OR  The proposed changes will not be sufficient to ensure 
 that Energy fulfills its commitment to cleanup in the 

Central Plateau without stronger deadlines and an 
adequate budget.  I urge TPA agencies to move 
quickly to establish more firm, binding deadlines for 
actual cleanup, avoiding long delays that will 
exacerbate pollution problems at Hanford. 

 

 

 

 

Janice  Karpenick  Portland  OR   

Molly  Shaughnessy  Indianapolis  IN  How can any authority pay heed to Energy's excuses 
to slacken in its commitment to decontaminate the 
groundwater and soil of future generations? And yet 
this company may get away with a less than honest 
effort to extract the poison from Hanford's Central 
Plateau, ground zero of the most toxic and 
radioactive site in the Western Hemisphere, unless 
the authorities hold them to their word and duty in 
deed. 

 
Ronnie 

 
Poklemba 

 
Portland 

 
OR 

 
Cleanup delays impact soils and groundwater, 
allowing contamination to spread that could reach 
the Columbia River if not removed through 
groundwater treatment.  Energy must fully fund 
Central Plateau cleanup to avoid long delays in 
accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup work.  Please 
get this done! 
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Brian  Davern  Kelso  WA  Hanford contamination is widespread and growing. 
is beyond urgent to fund and effect the cleanup so 
long overdue.  I urge initiating the actions that will 
make this come about. 

It 

Mary Ann  Jasper  Shedd  OR 
  

Luan  Pinson  Vancouver  WA    

Jennifer  Nitz  Missoula  MT    

Cheryl  Fergeson  Ogden  UT    

Mark  Grenard  Phoenix  AZ    

Christie  Sanders  Manchester  CT    

Sammy  Low  Stanwood  WA    

Tom  Tripp  Fort Collins  CO    

Kathleen  Mitchell  Portland  OR    

Stan  Isley  Yakima  WA    

John 
 
 
Sharon 

McSwigan 
 
 
Sollenberger 

Hillsboro 
 
 

Vancouver 

OR 
 
 

WA 

I'm 74 and was born in Richland. My thyroid is shot. 
can't believe you haven't cleaned up this mess yet. 
Make it a priority. Get er done!! 

I 

Karen  Ireland  Yakima  WA    

Chuck  Gehling  Hood River  OR    

Forest  Shomer  Port Townsend  WA  Hanford: a perpetual threat to the well being of our 
Evergreen State. No delays! CLEAN IT UP NOW 

 

Joshua  Konheim Heffron  Nyc  NY 
  

Howard  Wade  Portland  OR    

Kathy  Bradley  Lugoff  SC    

James  Thoman  Hermitage  TN    

Bob  Shippee  Henrico  VA    
Linda  McKillip  Sicklerville  NJ    
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Sally 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniel 

Keely 
 
 
 
 
 
McGuire 

Kalama 
 
 
 
 
 

Easton 

WA 
 
 
 
 
 

MD 

The longer one delays the clean‐up at Hanford the 
more toxins will leach into the surrounding soil and 
waterways and the more difficult (this more 
expensive) it will be. I urge Energy to get this site 
cleaned up now. This has all gone on for far too many 
years already. 
I am a native Oregonian who strongly values the 

    beauty and safety of the Pacific Northwest.  Cleanup 
at Hanford is way overdue. 

Robert  Bresky  Oregon City  OR 
 

Mark  Houdashelt  Fort Collins  CO   

Anne 
 
 
 
 
Teresa 

P 
 
 
 
 
DeLorenzo 

Apalachicola 
 
 
 
 

Astoria 

FL 
 
 
 
 

OR 

Please jump on this project and make an example 
what of we can accomplish. No excuses. Time's a‐ 
wasting. Heading west because Florida has written 
itself off environmentally and humanity‐wise. Please 
protect your West Coast treasures. 
We need a more organized, concerted, dedicated and 

    funded effort to clean‐up Hanford. We need to 
protect the environment: the habitat for flora, fauna 
and humans downwind and downriver from Hanford. 
We created this mess starting in WWII ‐‐ long past 
time to clean it up ‐‐ and do it right this time. 

 
Barbara 

 
Harper 

 
Castroville 

 
CA 

 

Howard  Cohen  Palo Alto  CA   
Rebecca  Reynolds  Monroe Township  NJ   
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Duncan  Baruch  Portland  OR  The contamination spread in soils and groundwater 
cannot be prevented if left alone. It will most 
certainly reach the Columbia River if not removed 
through groundwater treatment. 

Ron 
 
Laura 

Ennis 
 
Herndon 

Portland 
 

Burbank 

OR 
 

CA 

We must all work to make the world safe for all in the 
future. NOW!!!!!! 

Paulette  Meyer  Portland  OR   

Sandra  Griebe  Vancouver  WA   

Elena  Rumiantseva  Redmond  WA   

John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jane 

Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Farrell 

Hood River 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eugene 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 

Ah, hell. What does it matter? We all have to die of 
something, right? Might as well be from nuclear 
radiation melting the skin off our cancerous bones, as 
long as a company which does not benefit us gets to 
escape paying for mistakes that effect us all. If we run 
out of everything, the last person standing will be a 
volunteer still trying to protect us from the short 
sighted decisions of legions of minor functionaries. 
Stop the avoidance tactics. Clean up your toxic mess! 

Pauline  Igoe  Tacoma  WA 
 

Christopher  marrs  Port Townsend  WA  This is most likely a forever problem. Every effort 
should be made to do the best possible job at 
cleaning up this site. Cutting corners and kicking the 
can down the road is weak. 

Mark  McCormick  Hood River  OR 
 

Helen  Anderson  Gladstone  OR   
Marie  Wakefield  Newport  OR   
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Ignacio  Gonzalez‐Reyes  Oregon City  OR  I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to establish more 
firm, binding deadlines for actual cleanup, avoiding 
long delays that will exacerbate pollution problems at 
Hanford. 

Judith  Cohen  Seattle  WA 
 

Mary  McGilvra  Portland  OR   

Karen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol 

Jacques 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newman 

Sacramento 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Astoria 

CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 

In order to build weapons of mass destruction, the 
government turned what was once a clean, beautiful, 
healthy piece of land into one of the most toxic places 
on earth and risked contamination of the River.  This 
was justified in the name of national security while 
ignoring the health risks to humans and other species. 
Now, decades later the toxic waste remains, the risk 
to people, other species, the land and the River 
remain and the government is proposing to cut 
corners.  This is a travesty.  Thls site needs to be 
cleaned up completely and it needs to be done 
immediately. The delays that have already occurred 
are a massive betrayal of public trust 

Yvonne 
 
Robert 

Wright 
 

Farrell 

Warrenton 
 

Livermore Falls 

OR 
 

ME 

Unconscionable that this site still requires clean‐up! 
Get on with it! 

Peter 
 
Connie 

Crowley 
 

Allison 

Olympia 
 

Geneva 

WA 
 

NY 

There is no more time!! A popular refrain for decades 
in the U$A peace 
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Annabelle  Valdini  Portland  OR  Hi, my name is Annabelle Valdini, I'm 14 years old, 
 and I live in Portland, Oregon. I'm signing this petition 

to add more effective changes to the Tri‐Party 
Agreement, because the current proposed changes 
simply do not take enough action fast enough. If we 
don't clean this up soon, it will put the surrounding 
ecosystem in critical danger and nuclear pollution 
may spread to groundwater, endangering the health 
of organisms across the area. Though some of the 
proposed changes will be sufficiently effective, at 
least in the short term, the proposed changes overall 
must do better to clean up this horrifyingly 
contaminated site. Please, propose more drastic 
changes to this plan before it's too late to do anything 
at all to help. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred  Coppotelli  Cedar Mountain  NC 
KALAMA  REUTER  White Salmon  WA 
Jacob  Bailey  Orting  WA 
rita  racioppo  Staten Island  NY 
Cassidy  Martinez  Saint Helens  OR 
Susan  DeWitt  Largo  FL 
Jenifer  Schramm  Portland  OR 
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Angie  Dixon  Clinton  WA  We need to clean up our toxic messes all over the 
world and this is in our back yard. Clean it up 
effectively and don't make new toxic messes. WE all 
have to live here and we cannot live if we are eating, 
breathing and drinking poisons...common sense 

 
Mary 

 
Zack 

 
Worthington 

 
OH 

 

Roger  Clark  Bellingham  WA   

Sandra  Joos  Portland  OR   

Gail  McDonough  Wenatchee  WA   

Scott  Massinger  Portland  OR  health over money 
I.  Engle  Tularosa  NM   

Vince  l  Oviedo  FL   

Carolyn  Eckel  Portland  OR  Clean up Hanford. Do it now. 
DK  Bolen  Saint Petersburg  FL   

Susi 
 
Dennis 

Hulbert 
 

Kreiner 

Longview 
 

Carpentersville 

WA 
 

IL 

This should have been taken care of  Long ago. Do it 
NOW. 

Bob  Jacobs  Olympia  WA   

Tracey  katsouros  Waldorf  MD   

Rick  Ray  Troutdale  OR   

Pat  Wolff  Bainbridge Island  WA  Hanford, the most contaminated spot in the western 
hemisphere? We should be ashamed that it wasn't 
cleaned up a long time ago. Do it now! And do it the 
best possible way 



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

B-71 
 

Deena  Grossman  Portland  OR  Please address the Hanford cleanup with improved 
    funding and streamlined action to prevent more 
    disastrous spread of toxic pollution in the land and 
    water. I urge TPA agencies to move quickly to 
    establish more firm, binding deadlines for actual 
    cleanup, avoiding long delays that will exacerbate 
    pollution problems at Hanford.  Thank you for your 
    attention. Deena T. Grossman 

 

 

 

 

Eric  Edwards  West Chicago  IL   
frank  belcastro  Dubuque  IA 
Pamela  Howard  Portland  OR 
jeff  kipilman  Portland  OR 
Debie  Garner  White Salmon  WA  Please make cleaning up the Hanford site a HIGH 
    priority.  Many years ago, my husband's 
    grandparents were given one month to leave their 
    (now) Hanford‐area farm, their livelihood, and 
    relocate.  That was devastating.  Even more 
    devastating, and so very frightening, is the poisoning 
    of that land and water.  Our government MUST 
    CLEAN UP HANFORD! 
Carrie  Darling  Phoenix  AZ   

jeff  hopkins  sunbury  OH   

Rusty  West  Shoreline  WA   

Elizabeth andBaker‐Smith  Portsmouth  VA  Where we come from ....it matters! 
Leslie  Brown  Salt Lake City  UT   
Carol  Jensen  Aromas  CA   
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Ryan  Schwartz  Portland  OR  This site is a mess and deserves honest, transparent, 
    and forward‐looking plans. The tribes whose land has 
    been poisoned also deserve a full and total cleanup. 
    The proposed changes involve contaminated sites 
    such as burial grounds, ditches, piping, tanks, 
    plutonium processing facilities, and other (often 
    underground) pollution sites where Energy dumped 
    solid waste, discharged process waste from making 
    plutonium, and released hundreds of billions of 
    gallons of toxic and radioactive liquid directly into 
    soils during Hanford operations. Delays in Central 
    Plateau cleanup directly impact the soils and 
    groundwater that future generations will use at 
    Hanford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy  Houchen  Portland  OR  Its never too soon to do the right thing. 
Sandra  Couch  Naperville  IL   

Dana  Weintraub  Beaverton  OR   

Joel  Porter  Portland  OR  ...some of the WORST poison in the world, and 
    NOBODY CARES ? ? ?... 
Elizabeth  Hauser  Olympia  WA   

Robert  Jones  Salem  OR   

Barbara  Foster  Port Townsend  WA   
Randall  Pearl  White Salmon  WA   
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Jane 
 
 
 
 
Steve 

Nicolai 
 
 
 
 
Gary 

Vancouver 
 
 
 
 

Seattle 

WA 
 
 
 
 

WA 

Not fulfilling your commitments and avoiding legal 
requirements doesn't make the radioactive waste go 
away. Do your job, do what your mission statement 
describes, and know you have made a positive 
difference in the world. 

Liana  Lang  White Haven  PA   

Yonit  Yogev  Olympia  WA   

Barbara  Bernstein  Portland  OR   

Lynn  Olafson  Sandpoint  ID  We must protect the rivers from past contamination. 
Clean up is necessary and should be a priority. 

Carol  Price  Poulsbo  WA  It is past time to do the right thing! 
Vicki  Baker  Astoria  OR   

Robert  Plata  Salem  OR   

Emily  Herbert  Portland  OR  One gift we could leave Earth for the future is to 
 
Jill 

 
Meier 

 
Bellingham 

 
WA 

clean up these toxic sites. 
Please take this environmental situation seriously and 

    set a hard date to start clean up. Please set that date 
soon! Cleanup delays impact soils and groundwater, 
allowing contamination to spread that could reach 
the Columbia River if not removed through 
groundwater treatment.  Your grandchildren will 
thank you. 

 
linda 

 
petrulias 

 
Cazadero 

 
CA 

 

James  Mulcare  Clarkston  WA   

Matthew  Barmann  Hood River  OR   
Liz  Campbell  Seattle  WA   
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Sophia  Weir  Portlant  OR  Our futures hang in the balance, we cannot eat or 
 
Paul 

 
Sansone 

 
Gales Creek 

 
OR 

drink money 
Get the cleanup going at full speed. We can't afford 

 
Barbara 

 
Blackwood 

 
Spokane Valley 

 
WA 

more half measures! 

Jana  Castanares  Mount Hood Parkdale  OR   

Michelle  Sheldon  Rainier  OR   

melissa  rehder  Portland  OR   

Elizabeth  Waldron  Corvallis  OR  We are obligated to clean‐up the radioactive Hanford 
area including waterways.  Our nation & world needs 
to make a robust Central Plateau cleanup and to seek 
adequate funding to accomplish this work a priority. 

 
Todd 

 
Henion 

 
Portland 

 
OR 

 
It's your job. It's not done. 

Phil  Houston Goldsmith  Portland  OR   

Sharon  Longyear  Yorktown Heights  NY   

David  Farwell  Carmel  CA   

Clifford  Myers  Deer Island  OR  The proposed changes, while in some instances 
helpful, do not solve the problems caused by 
underfunding, long delays, and contamination 
spreading under the Central Plateau. 

Erik  LaRue  Burlington  WA 
 

Nancy  Rupp  Glen Burnie  MD   

Susanna  Askins  Portland  OR   

Heidi  ahlstrand  Owatonna  MN   

Sandra  Siegner  Portland  OR  Please, please take care of us! 
Steven  Vogel  Falls Church  VA   

JL  Angell  Rescue  CA   
terrance  ryan  Quilcene  WA   
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Elizabeth  Watts  Boynton Beach  FL   
Denise  Lytle  Woodbridge  NJ 
Adrian  Monty  Talent  OR  As an anti‐nuclear activist, affected community ally, 

and journalist I'd like to see more fire under the pants 
of those working on this issue. The waste at Hanford 
has the potential to contribute to the creation of even 
more Hanford Downwinders and Downstreamers and 
those in charge should be more aware of those 
impacts. 

 
Robert 

 
Reed 

 
Laguna Beach 

 
CA 

 

cynthia  edwards  Ann Arbor  MI   

Heather  Murawski  Renton  WA   

A.L.  Steiner  Cornwallville  NY   

Jane  Butler  Hedgesville  WV   

Ed  Fiedler  Austin  TX   

Tania  Malven  Tucson  AZ   

Douglas  Cooke  Brooklyn  NY   

Alexandra D. Pappano  Mattawamkeag  ME   

Kathlene  Croasdale  Redmond  WA   

Tammy  King  Gardner  MA   

Jane  Gulley  Memphis  TN   

Chris  Hazynski  Burlington  NJ   

Robert  Wohlberg  Minneapolis  MN   

Ernie  Walters  Union City  CA   

Sarah  Bauman  Bellingham  WA   

Diane  Springthorpe  Palm Coast  FL   

mark  youd  Ormond Beach  FL   
Colleen  Bonin  BATTLE GROUND  WA  Hanford needs to be cleaned up 
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Kate  Butt  Redmond  WA  This is outrageous. As humans, we continue to foul 
our own nest. And then when identified, FAIL TO 
CLEAN IT UP! Do better! 

William  Goodwin  Seattle  WA 
 

Paul  Palla  Greencastle  PA  TIME TO FINALLY DO THE RIGHT THING! 
Tynan  Pierce  McMinnville  OR   

Heide  Coppotelli  Cedar Mountain  NC   

Donald  Shaw  Saint Petersburg  FL   

Joan  Yater  Alexandria  VA   

Mike  Rummerfield  Onalaska  WA   

Kristin  Kohl  Portland  OR   

Mary  Braun  Corvallis  OR   

John  Stimatz  Seattle  WA   

Ellen  Bailey  Portland  OR   

Susan  Ring  Seattle  WA   

Jamie  Green  Ventura  CA   

Kathy 
 
 
 
Hannah 

Kershner 
 
 
 

Liu 

Portland 
 
 
 

Vancouver 

OR 
 
 
 

WA 

The Central Plateau, Hanford cleanup must Move 
forward with adequate funding!!! It is not going to go 
away it will just get worse!!! The Columbia is being 
affected ‐ Poisoned! 

David  Burns  Louisville  CO  We don't need more threats to our rivers and 
streams.  This cleanup must proceed with urgency 
immediately. 

Yehudah (AlaWinter Portland OR Stop 'kicking the can down the road' and own up to 
the responsibilities of creating this hazard! 

 

Kathleen  Doyle  Golden  CO   

Frances  Blair  Steilacoom  WA  Don't let up!  Clean up!  Keep cleaning up!  Keep 
    cleaning up robustly! 
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Kevin  Test  Tygh Valley  OR  How many years have gone by since I first became 
very concerned about contamination at Hanford ? ? ? 
More than I can remember ! ! ! Time to stop the 
procrastination and lobby congress for ALL The 
FUNDS NEEDED to IMPLEMENT A THOROUGH 
CLEANUP SOLUTION TO THE CATASTROPHIC MESS 
THAT IS HANFORD ! ! ! 

 
Jean M. 

 
Avery 

 
Vancouver 

 
WA 

 
The polluters should do the cleanup, without delay. 
Cleanup delays impact soils and groundwater, with 
the risk of contaminating the Columbia River. 

Michael  Lauran  San Francisco  CA 
 

Wolfgang  Burger  Haverhill  MA  We must take care of this dangerous issue, NOW! 

George  Latta  Draper  UT  For our children. 
Susan  Kane  East Wenatchee  WA  Too often we jump into scientific answers before we 

truely understand the impact of these decisions. The 
waste products and pollution at Hanford are 
examples of this.  If humans screw things up, they 
should be responsible for fixing as much as they can. 
CLEAN UP HANFORD! 

 
Natalie 

 
Ranker 

 
North Bend 

 
OR 

 

Colleen  K  Lake Geneva  WI   
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Cheryl 
 
 
 
 
Courtney 

Roach 
 
 
 
 
Black 

Renton 
 
 
 
 

Hood River 

WA 
 
 
 
 

OR 

I grew up 40 mi north of Hanford and have many 
relatives within TriCities as well as downriver 
Portland. It will be less costly in public health as eell 
as monetarily if promised work is done without 
further delay. 
Please do what is right for our environment and 

    communities by stepping up the efforts to clean up 
one of the most toxic site in the US. 

Jeanne  Poirier  Cashmere  WA  Hanford is a huge problem which needs oversight and 
accountability.  Best done in partnership with folks 
locally invested and affected. Do your very best ‐ for 
the future. 

Carolyn  Crawford  Naselle  WA  The stalling and delaying has lasted long enough. 
Clean up that toxic mess.  It must be done 
immediately before it contaminates beyond repair. 
what is the delay? 

Emilie  Marlinghaus  Bend  OR  As a long time resident of the Pacific NW, I strongly 
endorse these comments by the Columbia 
Riverkeepers. Allowing this festering cesspool of 
contamination to continue to pollute and spread its 
toxins ever further is unthinkable.  Please prioritize 
this log overdue cleanup with all urgency.  Thank you! 

 
Asano 

 
Fertig 

 
Berkeley 

 
CA 
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Mark  Keely  Woodland  WA  I urge Energy to take on the necessary robust Central 
Plateau cleanup at Handford. No more delays! The 
surrounding community, much of it Indigenous 
Peoples, deserves this site to be cleaned‐up and 
made safe. 

Irene  Franck  New York  NY 
 

Cornelia  Teed  Bellingham  WA   

S.F.  Brown  Sequim  WA   

Steven  Andrychowski  New Britain  CT   

MaryAnna  Foskett  Arlington  MA   

Benton  Elliott  Eugene  OR   

Steven  Schafer  Portland  OR   

James  Hubbard  Los Angeles  CA   
Marianne  Nelson  Portland  OR   
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Paul Potts Raymond WA Dear U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. EPA, and 
Washington Department of Ecology, I urge the 
Department of Energy (Energy) to dig deeper in the 
effort to clean Hanford's Central Plateau. The 
proposed changes to the Tri-Party Agreement will not 
solve the problem of long delays and contamination 
spreading in the Central Plateau. Cleanup delays 
impact soils and groundwater, allowing contamination 
to spread that could reach the Columbia River if not 
removed through groundwater treatment. Energy 
must fully fund Central Plateau cleanup to avoid long 
delays in accomplishing Central Plateau cleanup 
work. Energy's adaptive approach will not succeed in 
accomplishing more cleanup if the government 
continues to underfund Hanford cleanup. Some 
proposed TPA changes are beneficial and set firmer 
deadlines for cleanup work plans. But many of the 
proposed changes establish deadlines for deadlines to 
begin addressing the milestones that are behind 
schedule and indefinitely delayed. By inserting short 
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Darcy Johnson Kittitas WA 'Chief Seattle's 1854 Oration -ver.1. WHEN THE LAST 
REDMAN HAS VANISHED FROM THE EARTH, 
AND THE MEMORY IS ONLY THE SHADOW OF 
A CLOUD PASSING OVER THE PRAIRIE, THESE 
SHORES AND FOREST WILL STILL HOLD THE 
SPIRITS OF MY PEOPLE, FOR THEY LOVE THIS 
EARTH AS THE NEWBORN LOVES ITS 
MOTHER'S HEARTBEAT .... CONTINUE TO 
CONTAMINATE YOUR BED, AND YOU WILL 
ONE NIGHT SUFFOCATE IN YOUR OWN 
WASTE, WHEN THE BUFFALO ARE ALL 
SLAUGHTERED, THE WILD HORSES ALL 
TAMED, THE SECRET CORNERS OF THE 
FOREST HEAVY WITH THE SCENT OF MEN, 
AND THE VIEW OF THE RIPE HILLS BLOTTED 
BY TALKING WIRES, WHERE IS THE THICKET? 
GONE. WHERE IS THE EAGLE? GONE. AND 
WHAT IS IT TO SAY GOODBYE TO THE SWIFT 
AND THE HUNT? THE END OF LIVING AND 
THE BEGINNING OF SURVIVAL... 'CHIEF 
SEATTLE 1855' 

 

Randall  Wayne  Eugene  OR  I am a business owner living in Oregon. I care about 
the fate of our rivers and contaminated lands. 

Linda  McGavin  Portland  OR  It's way past time for this environmental mess to be 
cleaned up. 
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Mirabai  Peart  Portland  OR  I visited Hanford as a guest of the 'Hanford Journey' 
    this year. I am still feeling the impact and am still 
    letting the information sink in‐ the absolute 
    catastrophic amounts of pollution to clean up, it's 
    effects on the local communities and on the Columbia 
    River which is a source of life for entire regions. It's 
    devastatingly terrifying to know that if the clean up 
    isn't kept up at the rate it needs to (and as I 
    understand it there is at least 1 billion dollars more 
    required to keep the clean up on track), then the 
    radioactive pollution will seep into the actual 
    Columbia River and now, this is unthinkable. This 
    must be a priority‐ to keep resources moving into this 
    clean up and to continue working with the Yakima 
    People and other local people to revive the land and 
    return it to it's traditional uses, and to protect the 
    sacred precious river. 

 

Linore  Blackstone  Portland  OR  Dept. of Energy, why don't the American people who 
care feel our country's federal agencies care? What is 
your ethic? Act with integrity and get the toxic waste 
out of the earth. You know. Do something. 

 
Jane 

 
Camero 

 
Hood River 

 
OR 

 

Karen  Stansbery  Ellensburg  WA   
Adam  D'Onofrio  North Dinwiddie  VA   
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Aleks  Kosowicz  Abrams  WI   

Janet  Swihart  Long Beach  WA   

Carolyn  Latierra  Portland  OR   

Nancy  Hiser  Portland  OR   

Mary 
 
Tonya 

Ferm 
 
Stiffler 

Bainbridge Island 
 

Shoreline 

WA 
 

WA 

This needs to be cleaned up before it becomes a 
bigger problem. 

Eric  West  Port Orange  FL   

Charlene  Woodcock  Berkeley  CA  Our government must NOT allow groundwater to be 
contaminated at the deeply irresponsibly‐run Hanford 
site.  To threaten many future generations with toxic 
uranium and other radioactive substances, as was 
also done on the Navajo reservation, is immoral and 
unacceptable. 

 
Yves 

 
DeCargouet 

 
Lucerne 

 
CA 

 

Virginia  Curtis Lee  Salt Lake City  UT  Cleanup delayed is environmental justice delayed. 
Clean up the Columbia's Hanford Nuclear Site‐‐NOW! 

Dennis  Smith  Enterprise  OR 
 

Evan  Krichevsky  Potomac  MD   

Lisa  MuÃ±oz  Hood River  OR   

Beth  Darlington  Poughkeepsie  NY   

Roger  Rocka  Astoria  OR  Clean up Hanford... finally... and you will forever be 
 
Stephen 

 
Bachhuber 

 
Portland 

 
OR 

American heroes! 
The longer clean up is delayed, the greater the 

    chances of spreading contamination, and making 
clean up more expensive and longer in duration. 
Please avoid this vicious cycle. 
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John 
Beverly 
Katherine An 
Marilyn 

Reynolds 
Antonio 
Stansbury 
Costamagna 

Portland 
Centreville 
Oregon City 
Medford 

OR 
MD 
OR 
OR 

 

Marguerite  Rietz  Blaine  WA  LETS DO THIS THING !!! 
Erica  Johanson  Hopewell  NJ   

Barbara  Ray  Salem  OR   

Tina  Brown  Anacortes  WA   

Liisa  Wale  Bellingham  WA   

Lois  White  Grants Pass  OR   

Martha  Gorak  Katy  TX   

Thomas 
 
david 

Brady 
 
Berger 

Spokane 
 

Lyle 

WA 
 

WA 

It is time to keep your promises to the American 
people and clean up Hanford 

Rhett  Lawrence  Portland  OR   

Larry  Morningstar  Talent  OR   

Cindy  Allen  Hood River  OR   

joana  kirchhoff  Portland  OR   

Tami  Linder  Rio Rancho  NM   

Joseph  Breazeale  Ashland  OR   

Cynthia  Hicks  Phoenix  AZ   

Nancy  McKimens  508 sw Barnes Rd  OR  Please keep working on cleaning up the central 
plateau ...keep to deadlines..dont give up! 

Lauren  Murdock  Santa Barbara  CA 
 

Janice  Klinski  Olympia  WA   

David  Nichols  Portland  OR   

edna  anderson  Beloit  WI  CLEAN UP THIS MESS, FOR THE LOVE OF ALL THAT IS 
HOLY!! AND FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL‐BEING OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE!! 
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B. Chan San Diego CA 
Emily Van Alyne West Richland WA 
Tracy Cole Glendale AZ 
Patricia Freiberg Vancouver WA I could have kicked Dixie Lee Ray off the planet when 

she agreed to store toxic waste at Hanford. People 
have been talking about cleaning up Hanford my 
entire lifetime. And here we are nearly 90 years later 
still TALKING about cleaning up the Hanford nuclear 
storage area. Only now we have deadlines being 
created to make decisions about future deadlines for 
cleanup. The word boondoggle doesn't come close to 
describing this situation. 

 

 

 

 

Keith  Scheid  Vancouver  WA   

S.  Chapek  San Francisco  CA   

Celeste  Hong  Los Angeles  CA   

Nancy  Lyles  Santa Cruz  CA   

Jim  Byrne  Ridgefield  WA  WWII ended in 1945. Why hasn't Hanford been 
cleaned up? What is taking so long? 

Michael  Madden  New City  NY 
 

Nancy  McMahon  Olympia  WA   

Brent  Rocks  Portland  OR  Please clean up this site so those of us that live down 
river can breathe a little easier. 

Stephen  Hulick  Brush Prairie  WA 
 

John  Schumann  Portland  OR  We need to get this clean‐up done! 
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Kevin  Walsh  Madison  CT  hold the U.S. government responsible for cleaning up 
the most contaminated site in the Western 
Hemisphere: the Hanford Nuclear Site. 

kathy  grieves  Peoria  AZ 
 

Brian  Stewart  Portland  OR   

Janet  Kirkland  Portland  OR   

Mary Ann  Turner  Portland  OR  We must protect future generations. 
Nancy  White  Spokane Valley  WA   

Patricia  Kullberg  Portland  OR  The consequences of delays and inaction on cleaning 
up radioactivity are far from trivial for NW residents. 
This is a slow motion disaster and every effort should 
be made to keep our Columbia River free of 
radioactivity. 

Adina  Parsley  Stanwood  WA 
 

Wendy  Tsien  Eugene  OR  Hanford's Central Plateau must be thoroughly and 
properly cleaned up, it will be disastrous for everyone 
if this is not done and not done quickly. Too much 
time has already been wasted. Now it's time to get 
the job done! 

Ben  Rall  Spokane  WA 
 

Nora  Polk  Portland  OR   

Mike 
 
 
Beth 

Ellison 
 
 
Kahlen 

Vancouver 
 
 

Portland 

WA 
 
 

OR 

I live downstream and take this very seriously. You 
must act promptly according to what the science and 
engineering tell must be done and get it done. 
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Paul  Daniello  Pendleton  OR  Money is never a limitation for funding government 
    spending; political will is the obstacle. The US as 
    issuer of a sovereign fiat currency can ALWAYS afford 
    to pay expenses. It is not dependent on budget cuts 
    or raising taxes. It only takes a funding authorization 
    from Congress. Congress MUST fully fund the DOD 
    cleanup of the Central Plateau waste. If the US 
    government can expeditiously spend $54B on the 
    Ukraine War, it can pay the cost of cleaning up the 
    hazardous waste site in Washington to protect its 
    own civilians who live near and downstream of the 
    site. 

 

Karen 
Pablo 
Leslie 

Kirschling 
Bobe 
Kreher 

San Francisco 
New York 
Monroe 

CA 
NY 
WA 

 
 

The nation need this site to be cleaned up ASAP. 

John  Nikkel  Lake Geneva  WI 
 

Barbara  Sanborn  Seattle  WA   

Christopher  Buckley  Seattle  WA  I urge the department to undertake a robust Central 
Plateau cleanup and to seek adequate funding to 
accomplish the work. 

Jim  Lockhart  Cottage Grove  OR 
 

Donna  Smith  Havertown  PA   

Kelly  O'Hanley  Portland  OR   

Meg  Casey  Edmonds  WA   
Benjamin  Martin  Plattsburgh  NY   
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Mike  Brinkley  Eugene  OR   

Kelly  Dennis  Underwood  WA  Do what is right!! 
Philip  Ratcliff  Salem  OR  I first learned about Hanford's pollution of the 

Columbia River and environs, back in 1980. This 
Superfund site is still as polluted now, as it was then. 

Rory  Cowal  Portland  OR 
 

Doris  Potter  St‐Laurent  QC   

Maurine  Canarsky  Portland  OR  Delay does not solve the problem.  For heavens sake, 
do your jobs and clean up this toxic mess. 

Susie  Cassens  Fort Pierce  FL 
 

Richard  Nordby  Seattle  WA  In the upcoming tri‐ party agreement, make the long 
overdue Hanford clean up truly thorough and robust, 
and provide adequate funding to get this vital project 
done. Thank you. 

Dustin  Kearns  Portland  OR 
 

Dennis  Ledden  Sequim  WA   

Nicolette  OConnor  Vancouver  WA  As a Washington state resident, I am deeply 
concerned about the inefficient and slow Hanford 
Clean Up. Nuclear waste has contaminated Hanford's 
soil which contaminates the groundwater which 
eventually reaches the Columbia River. The 
Department of Energy must fully fund the Central 
Plateau clean up NOW. 
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Tracey  Loyd  Everett  WA  People in both Washington and Oregon have been 
patiently waiting decades for the Hanford Central 
plateau to be cleaned up. It was approved as a 
superfund site and an agreement was put in place. 
Now you people are trying to change that agreement. 
Adhere to the agreement that was approved and get 
this cleanup done. We have been patient long 
enough. 

 
Michael 

 
Burmester 

 
Happy Valley 

 
OR 

 

Tomas 
 
Karen 

Daly 
 
Deora 

Eugene 
 

Portland 

OR 
 

OR 

As we sit on the brink of nuclear annihilation, it's way 
past time to clean up this long standing mess ! 

Richard  Johnson  Bellingham  WA   

Derek  Benedict  Lynnwood  WA   

Michelle  Macy  Houston  TX   

Richard  Stern  New York  NY   

Rita  Lemkuil  Two Rivers  WI   

Elaine  Becker  Roanoke  VA   

Kristin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carole 

Bayless 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Williams 

Portland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morgantown 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WV 

How long has it been since Hanford went offline? 
Kicking the can down the road to save the previous 
generation the cost of bad decisions means we need 
to do more and spend more to protect the Columbia 
and ground water from further contamination. Or do 
we propose  to kick the can again with a less than 
adequate job? Politicians and the departments 
headed by political appointees are dangerous to the 
people impacted by inaction. Let's break this 
dangerous chain of events! 
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Jarrett  Cloud  Morris Plains  NJ   

Craig  Heverly  Portland  OR   

Mary  Warren  Dallas  TX  Do the right thing! 
David  Edwards  Eugene  OR  This expresses my feelings exactly! 
R.  Zierikzee  San Francisco  CA   

Raymond  Valinoti  New Providence  NJ   

Stephan  Flint  Pullman  WA   

Thomasin  Kellermann  Cumberland  RI  It is unacceptable to allow this site to continue to 
pollute the environment this long.  Mitigation efforts 
may last a long time so it is time we begin. 

Barbara  Brock  Camano Island  WA 
 

Jo Anna  Hebberger  Saint Paul  MN   

Felice  Cohen  Nahcotta  WA   
Jules  Moritz  Corvallis  OR   
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Patricia  Janesh  Portland  OR  The current state of Neglect of cleanup in Hanford 
    Facilities and surrounding land/Colombia River waters 
    is a baldface betrayal of the citizens of Washington 
    State, the Indigenous Tribes who lived and are now 
    living in contiguous areas to this Atomic Wasteland 
    and the State of Oregon created by the U.S. 
    Government over 60 years ago. The aura of decency 
    and concern by our Government in this situation has 
    long ago dissipated. To the Department of Energy and 
    the U.S. Government:  'Just clean‐up your mess and 
    dangerous materials, NOW, and get out of the Pacific 
    Northwest so the land, the animals/fish, wildlife, 
    waters, air and people can heal and live their lives 
    normally and without your continuous destruction 
    and intrusions.' 

 

 

John  Nettleton  Portland  OR   
Shary  B  Seattle  WA 
Bruce  Cratty  Akron  OH 
Mary Jo  Mann  Portland  OR  We can not afford any further delays in cleaning up 
    Hanford's Central plateau cleanup.  Firm deadlines to 
    accomplish the necessary cleanup is essential. We 
    must act now to protect citizens and the 
 
 
Linda 

 
 

Bolduan 

 
 

Lake Oswego 

 
 

OR 

environment. 



 
Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 

and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 
 

B-92 
 

Patricia  Blackwell‐Marchant  Castro Valley  CA  It's vitally important to the health of our human and 
wildlife communities to keep all of our waterways 
clean.  It's especially important for the people or 
corporations involved to clean up any nuclear waste 
or other contaminants that have polluted or might 
pollute our water resources in the future. 

 
Janet 

 
Neihart 

 
Cottage Grove 

 
MN 

 

Vicky  Brandt  Durham  NC   

Diane  Craig  Beaverton  OR  There is no kicking the can down the road in ensuring 
that Hanford is cleaned up in a timely manner with 
complete transparency. The TIME IS NOW!! 

Brenda  James  Vero Beach  FL 
 

Susan  Heath  Albany  OR   

Larry  Martin  Hood River  OR   

Dean  Sigler  Beaverton  OR  We cannot wait to clean up the mess at Hanford.  I've 
been watching this foot‐dragging going on for the last 
three decades, and can't imagine why there is not 
more urgency.  Prove me wrong. 

Ann  Littlewood  Portland  OR  A lot of money spent and little to show for it. Please 
figure out how to make nuclear waste safe and get 
the job done. Or, confess publicly that it simply isn't 
possible and we must stop generating more. 
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Anne  Mitchell  Portland  OR  It is long past time that the Hanford clean‐up should 
have been completed.  It's on‐going pollution‐creep 
into groundwater and all types of waters is so 
dangerous and only makes the clean‐up harder and 
harder the longer it is postponed.  The area involved 
will only grow. Full funding is an obligation.  Please do 
it now. 

 
Kathy 

 
Bowman 

 
Joseph 

 
OR 

 
This clean up is personal to me and to families here. 
My grandfather died from above ground exposures 
from Hanford. Multiple friends directly downwind 
developed cancer including non‐Hodgkins lymphoma. 
There is a hotspot of MS patients in the other 
prevailing wind area. Family friends and friends of 
family died from cancer related to exposure. One of 
the areas of highest genetic mutation in the US was 
down wind (and an area where 3 personal friends and 
4 of their family members developed cancer). Clean 
up is nothing less than life saving. 

 
 
kent 

 
 

Sugnet 

 
 

Portland 

 
 

OR 

 

Vanassa  Lundheim  Everett  WA   

Lynn  Shoemaker  Whitewater  WI   

Quentin  Fischer  Roanoke  VA   
Paula  Shafransky  Sedro Woolley  WA   
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priscilla 
 
 
Susan 

martinez 
 
 
Haywood 

Snoqualmie 
 
 

Portland 

WA 
 
 

OR 

We need to take better care of what is left of our 
environment, for wildlife, marine life, plant life, and 
people. 
Hanford MUST be cleaned up. We cannot leave toxic 

    soil and groundwater for the next generation to 
suffer. We know that health problems, including birth 
defects, cancer and death may result from radioactive 
pollution. Let's do the right thing and clean this up 
NOW! 

 
Judy 

 
Anderson 

 
Cottage Grove 

 
OR 

 

Lynne  Firestone  Evanston  IL  Every effort should be made to clean the Hanford site 
 
Thomas 

 
Gilmore 

 
Bellingham 

 
WA 

safely and completely. 
Forty years of clean up and billions have  been spent. 

    This clean up has much more to do in order to protect 
the Columbia River. 

Kathleen  Mireault  Jamaica Plain  MA 
 

Lehman  Holder  Vancouver  WA  I strongly believe that the Dept. of Energy MUST fulfill 
its commitment to clean up the Central Plateau at 
Hanford. Not doing this is completely unacceptable. 

 
Karen 

 
Spradlin 

 
Jacksonville 

 
AL 

 

James  Ramirez  Corvallis  OR   

Sandra  Christopher  Burbank  CA   

Niall  Carroll  Astoria  OR   

Art  Hanson  Lansing  MI  I strongly OPPOSE nuclear energy because the short‐ 
run and the long‐run dangers are FAR TO GREAT. 
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Rebecca Clark Portland OR 
Cecelia Goodnight Hood River OR 
Diana Talcott Portland OR 
Jelica Roland Buzet HR-18 
Wesley Banks Vancouver WA I have been waiting for over thirty years for the 

Hanford clean-up to be finished. At the pace that this 
clean-up has been happening, my great-grandchildren 
will not see it end. The operations at Hanford were 
vital to the WWII and to the Cold War efforts. Now it 
is vital that the clean-up efforts are stepped up before 
the Columbia River is contaminated even more than it 
has been. 

 

 

 

Gret Rowe Bend OR 
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From: Dan Serres <dan@columbiariverkeeper.org> 
Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 1:56 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Columbia Riverkeeper Comments on the Proposed Tri-Party Agreement Changes for 

Hanford's Central Plateau 
Attachments: 2022.8.18 Columbia Riverkeeper Central Plateau Comment.pdf 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. EPA, and Washington Department of Ecology: 

 

Columbia Riverkeeper (Riverkeeper) submits the attached comments on the Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes 
Related to the New Adaptive Milestone Approach for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup 
Work. 

 

Thank 

you, Dan 

Serres 

Dan Serres | He/Him/His | Conservation Director 

Columbia Riverkeeper | Direct: 503.890.2441 | 
dan@columbiariverkeeper.org 

 

Love, Defend Clean Water—Read it Now 
Learn how Columbia Riverkeeper is defending clean water in our communities today! 
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Columbia Riverkeeper 

P.O. Box 950 

Hood River, OR 97031 
phone 541.387.3030 

www.columbiariverkeeper.org 

 

 

August 18, 2022 
 

 

Attn: Jennifer Colborn, 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, H5-20 
Richland, WA 99352 

 
Submitted to CPmilestones@rl.gov 

 
RE: Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive Milestone Approach 

for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work 

Dear Washington Department of Ecology, U.S. EPA, and U.S. Department of Energy: 

Columbia Riverkeeper (Riverkeeper) submits the following comments on Proposed 
Tri-Party Agreement Changes Related to the new Adaptive Milestone Approach for Establishing 
Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work (hereafter referred to as “proposed TPA 
changes”). While some of the proposed TPA changes could be helpful in continuing limited work 
for milestones that are in abeyance, they fall far short of establishing the necessary goals to 
protect soil and groundwater from contamination in the Central Plateau. Please note that we have 
additionally filed comments gathered from 465 Columbia Riverkeeper members and supporters 
who share our concern about the impact of long delays in the cleanup of the Central Plateau. 

 

I. Energy’s delayed cleanup in the Central Plateau impacts groundwater at Hanford. 

 
Hanford’s groundwater is severely contaminated in the 200 Area, and contaminated 

groundwater plumes from the Central Plateau are approaching or already reaching the Columbia 
River. More contamination could reach the Columbia River if not removed through groundwater 
treatment and remediation of contaminated soil. We urge the TPA agencies to increase the pace 
of removing, treating, and disposing of contaminated soils and structures that contribute to 
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groundwater contamination in the Central Plateau. The proposed changes will make inadequate 
progress towards protecting groundwater, and Energy’s Adaptive Management Approach will 

not resolve the underlying problem of Energy's inadequate investment in Central Plateau 
cleanup. 

 

Energy’s Hanford Site Environmental Report for 2020 demonstrates the consequences of 
soil and groundwater contamination emanating from the Central Plateau, with dozens of square 
miles of the Hanford Site located above groundwater contaminated with toxic and radioactive 
pollutants at concentrations that exceed regulatory standards. The proposed TPA changes involve 
liquid waste sites, burial grounds, trenches, cribs, tanks and other waste sites that contribute to 
soil contamination. In many cases the pollution from these sources migrated through the full 
extent of the vadose zone to groundwater. We urge Energy to intercept contamination before it 
reaches groundwater rather than defaulting to an approach that is overly reliant on 
pump-and-treat systems to capture pollution once it reaches groundwater. 

 

 

 
Currently, Energy’s pump-and-treat systems capture only a portion of the contamination in 
Hanford’s Central Plateau despite treating over 2 billion gallons of groundwater each year. 
Contaminants such as iodine-129 persist and move through soil and groundwater towards the 
Columbia River. 

 

II. Energy must fully fund Central Plateau cleanup now to avoid both long delays and a higher price 

tag in accomplishing cleanup work. 
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The TPA agencies’ adaptive approach will not succeed if the federal government 
continues to underfund Hanford cleanup. The proposed changes will not be sufficient to ensure 
that Energy fulfills its commitment to cleanup in the Central Plateau without stronger deadlines 
for actual cleanup work and an adequate budget. Will Energy’s new approach simply give the 

appearance of progress? Energy stated that the Adaptive Milestone Approach could help to 
demonstrate cleanup progress while prioritizing actions more efficiently. If the actual cleanup 
retreats into future decades, the TPA agencies risk adding to groundwater pollution and 
complicating Energy’s ability to meet the requirement that all transuranic waste be removed from 
Hanford. Recently Columbia Riverkeeper joined with the states of Washington and Oregon, 
along with other agencies and organizations, in urging the Biden administration to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup.1 

TPA agencies are presenting the public with conflicting justifications for the proposed 
TPA changes. During the public meeting in August 2022, Energy representatives expressed 
confidence that cleanup would be accomplished, eventually, in the Central Plateau. But Energy’s 
representatives simultaneously cautioned that Energy would not “overcommit” and instead 
proposed “achievable” milestones that offer little tangible progress in completing Central Plateau 
cleanup while operating under a constrained budget. In the same meeting, Ecology stated that 
Washington is not resigned to inadequate funding levels, as demonstrated in the letter to 
President Biden. Given the disconnect between the TPA agencies, the proposed TPA changes 
offer little hope that resources will be available to accelerate the work as needed, even if the 
Adaptive Milestone Approach offers the appearance of progress. 

To accomplish cleanup in the Central Plateau, Energy must accelerate its effort to remove 
sources of contamination in soil and structures while continuing its effort to treat groundwater 
pollution. Energy should plan to meet its obligation to protect groundwater from contamination 
in waste sites in the Central Plateau, and it should request a budget adequate to meet the goal. 
While the TPA agencies may support the proposed TPA changes for different reasons, Energy’s 
presentation indicated that Energy’s support of more interim milestones does not change their 
expectation that the major milestones would be further delayed due to funding constraints. As 
described in the Lifecycle Cost report released earlier in 2022, prolonged delays in Central 
Plateau cleanup will increase the cost of the cleanup as a whole. 

 

III. While some changes are beneficial and set firmer deadlines for cleanup work, most of the 

proposed changes establish deadlines for deadlines to begin addressing the cleanup 

requirements that are behind schedule and indefinitely delayed. 
 

By inserting short-term deadlines, the proposed changes may offer limited progress 
towards major milestones that remain indefinitely delayed. But many Central Plateau cleanup 
plans and actions remain long overdue, with contamination continuing to impact soil and 
groundwater in the meantime. During the August 9, 2022, public meeting, Ecology and EPA 
expressed that the proposed TPA changes offer a means of making limited progress while 
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1 Department of Ecology Press Release. August 9, 2022. Hanford Funding Letter to President Biden. 
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Who-we-are/News/2022/Hanford-funding-letter-to-President-Biden 

milestones remain in abeyance. Ecology indicated that the proposed TPA changes could benefit 
deep vadose zone cleanup progress and remediation of some shallower Central Plateau waste 
sites. While we concur that limited progress is better than none, we are concerned that the pace 
of progress in the Central Plateau remains inadequate for meeting the challenge of protecting 
Hanford’s groundwater resources. 

 

The proposed TPA changes defer until 2024 decisions about setting future dates for 
studies and decisions that should be complete, or at least underway, already. For example, the 
proposed TPA changes would wait until 2024 to propose a due date for Energy to complete its 
Corrective Measures Study Remedial Investigation Feasibility Study for 200-SW-2 (Central 
Plateau Inner Area) and the related Corrective Action Decision and Proposed Plan. The proposed 
TPA changes would allow Energy to wait until 2024 to establish a date (another date for a date) 
to initiate characterization in the 200-SW-2 operable unit. Characterization should inform 
cleanup studies and plans, and so the sooner Energy can proceed with anticipated 
characterization work, the more rapidly Energy can proceed to actual cleanup. 

 

Central Plateau cleanup work will be complicated because Energy has incomplete 
information about waste sites, and some waste sites will require additional characterization. 
Characterization of waste sites will be important to determine the presence of transuranic waste. 
Operable units involved in the proposed TPA changes include waste sites with high levels of 
radioactive and toxic contamination, including transuranic waste. For instance, the 200-SW-2 
operable unit contains solid waste burial grounds (often with multiple unlined trenches) that 
contain transuranic radioactive waste. The 218-W-1 burial ground has 15 separate trenches. 
Energy estimates that the site contains over 200 lbs of plutonium and more than 1500 lbs of 
uranium.2 Some burial grounds still require significant characterization. While Energy plans to 
use some sites as proxies for planning remediation of other sites, this approach has limits for 
sites that have no records at all. For example, there are “no burial records available” for waste 
disposed of in the 218-E-2A burial trench. And the number of trenches remains unknown in the 
218-E-4 burial ground site. Levels of plutonium and uranium in the 218-W-1 burial ground 
indicate that the 200-SW-2 area may generate significant transuranic waste that must be disposed 
of offsite. Long delays in addressing transuranic waste may undermine the disposal of the waste 
offsite. We urge the TPA agencies to accelerate characterization of these areas. 

 

The proposed TPA changes involve waste sites that have historically caused considerable 
groundwater contamination. For example, the 200-WA-1 and 200-BC-1 operable units make up a 
majority of the waste sites in the 200 West Inner Area and the BC Cribs and trenches. 
Groundwater remains contaminated beneath these areas of the Central Plateau. Pollution 
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sometimes extends through the full thickness of the vadose zone, contributing contamination to 
groundwater. Contaminants such as tritium, technetium-99, iodine-129, uranium, nitrate, 

 

2 Department of Energy. January 2022. Hanford Waste Management Units Report. P. 1969. 

strontium-90, and carbon tetrachloride have historically been detected in groundwater in the 
Central Plateau. The table below provides information about contaminants in Central Plateau 
groundwater from Energy’s Hanford Site Groundwater Report for 2020.3 

 

 

 

What impact will long-term delays have on Energy’s ability to address soil and 
groundwater pollution? For example, will the proposed timelines cause delays in removing 
transuranic waste from burial grounds and other sites, making it more difficult to dispose of 
transuranic waste offsite? Will more contamination spread to groundwater during decades of 
slow progress in the Central Plateau, pollution that could have been addressed sooner? The TPA 
agencies should move quickly to address milestones that are indefinitely delayed with these 
questions in mind. 

 

IV. Cleanup at Hanford Must Address Deep Vadose Zone Pollution 

 
We support the addition of a new 2026 milestone requiring a Deep Vadose Zone 

Treatability Test Report. We hope the report will offer options for Energy to address more 
effectively the deep vadose zone pollution in Hanford’s Central Plateau that continues to 
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contribute contamination to groundwater. According to the Hanford Site Environmental Report 
for 2020, “A comprehensive evaluation of deep vadose zone remediation technologies was 

recently conducted, including a compilation of available site-specific testing information.”4 How 
will the Treatability Test Report due in 2026 build on the information already available? The 
production of a Treatability Test Report does not ensure that Energy will take the actual, 
necessary cleanup steps to address deep vadose zone contamination. 

 

Conclusion. 

 
The careful management of 200 Area waste sites and facilities will be vital for protecting 

groundwater as structures age and pollution spreads. Accordingly, accelerating cleanup progress 
in the Central Plateau will help to avert future costs and maintenance while lessening the harms 
of Hanford’s pollution on future generations. The proposed TPA changes too often involve 
establishing future dates to create deadlines for studies and plans that are already past due. We 
urge the TPA agencies to ensure that tangible cleanup proceeds, characterization continues, and 
groundwater contamination lessens over time. The addition of small, “achievable”, interim 
milestones should not be a diversion from avoiding delays in major milestones, delays that could 
impair Energy’s ability to complete cleanup tasks such as the removal of transuranic waste from 
Hanford. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Dan Serres, Conservation Director, Columbia Riverkeeper 
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  From: feldman.le@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Laura Feldman 
<feldman.le@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 12:54 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

The first thing that came to mind when I learned of the Adaptive Milestones Approach was DOE's recent proposal to do a 
community interim siting of nuclear wastes outreach‐‐which translated meant to me: Where can we get away with 
putting this stuff in lieu of a deep repository? Now we're creating milestones to deal with the delay of meeting 
milestones. It's a hard sell. 

The computer model PREP which the Central Plateau Clean Up Co. used at Sellafield has no info on line that I can find 
other than it's self‐proclaimed rhetoric but not what it can actually do. I've read that DOE has a very sketchy track record 
when it comes to contractor hiring and followthrough: the most egregious example of this‐‐How the USDOE gave a 
breakthrough battery technology to China. I urge DOE demostrate specifics of the model to public taxpayers, and how it 
worked at Sellafield. 

The whole budget mess is so disappointing. DOE needs to be honest with congress and the public taxpayers about what 
it's asking for and how it will be used. Developing milestone promises that will not be funded utimately doesn't serve the 
cleanup. 

Finally, milestones that have not been met, most of the 14 that will be set aside‐‐ need to be met first! 

Sincerely, 

Laura Feldman  
Portland Downwinder 
feldman.le@gmail.com 

  



Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 
and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 

 

B-104 

From: TOM GORDON 
<tndgardens@comcast.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 3:55 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Proposed Tri-Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive Milestone Approach for 

Central Plateau Cleanup 
 
Dear TRA, 

 

I am glad to have a chance to comment on this new Adaptive Milestone Approach for cleaning up the 
Central Plateau at Hanford because I have real reservations about it. 

 
This site at Hanford is so important and so dangerous that the Biden Administration requested more 
money to deal with it. In addition, Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm came out to look it over. The 
complexity and problems associated with Central Plateau’s cleanup are mind-boggling. That said, we 
know there are solutions and we know with enough determination and money that they can be 
accomplished. I hope that the Department of Energy is fully committed to avoiding the delays and 
other problems that have plagued this cleanup for so many years. 

 
I expect this new Adaptive Milestone Approach will help some parts of the cleanup move along more 
quickly, but it is vital to remember that this whole cleanup is long overdue. After all these years, we 
should not have tanks like B-109 and others still leaking despite knowing about it for a couple of 
years, and we should not have Uranium contamination at Native American burial sites, and we should 
not have wastewater en route to crucial and irreplaceable groundwater. 

 
My fear is that this ‘adaptive’ approach is too adaptive. We should not just be looking to adapt to 
problems and set new milestones as we go along. I think we need strong deadlines and we need to 
go full speed ahead to get to them. Not only is this cleanup going to get more expensive the longer 
these problems are not addressed, the safety of people and the environment is also threatened. 

 
Also at stake is the future of clean energy in Washington. Our Governor and the people of 
Washington are fully committed to it. This site could be an investment for clean energy instead of a 
drag on the well-being of our state. 

 

I am not sure this pilot Adaptive Milestone Approach is up to the task of solving the problems of 
endless delays and worsening problems. I hope the Department of Energy is planning to move as 
quickly as possible to combat this seemingly endless threat to our state. 

 
Diana L. Gordon tndgardens@comcast.net 

  



Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 
and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 

 

B-105 

From: nancy_vann@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Vann 
<nancy_vann@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 1:00 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Vann  

nancy_vann@hotmail.com 

  



Appendix B – Public Comments on the Tentative Agreement for the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 
and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement) Revisions for Near-Term Milestones for Central Plateau Operable Units 

 

B-106 

From: Pamela Howard <pamhow48@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 5:18 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Public Comment Period for Proposed Tri-Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive 

Milestone Approach 
 

Comments submitted via email: CPmilestones@rl.gov 

 
Attn: Jennifer Colborn 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, H5‐20 
Richland, WA 99352 

 

RE: Public Comment Period for Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive Milestone Approach for 
Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup Work 

 

Dear Ms. Colborn, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the changes to the Tri‐Party Agreement related to the new Adaptive Approach for 
the Central Plateau Cleanup Work. 
 
I write this comment as a concerned resident of Oregon who has followed Hanford remediation challenges for some time. 
Under the Tri‐Party agreement, Hanford transitioned from production to cleanup work 33 years ago. I believe that 
underfunding continues to be one of the primary sources of delay. 
 
The Central Plateau with its 77 underground tanks containing 56 million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste, continues 
to be one of the most problematic and long‐term cleanup sites. I urge you to address any systemic USDOE issues that have 
caused failure to meet past milestones. I also urge you to listen to workers and engineers about safety, do not look for short 
cuts, and honor Tribal treaties to restore the land for future use while protecting the Columbia River. 
 
The Waste Treatment Plant was scheduled to begin work in 2007. Underfunding, engineering and safety issues have now 
delayed the treatment of high‐level waste until 2036. I do not think that the Adaptive Milestone Approach will make a positive 
difference. I urge you to prioritize suspended milestones, obtain adequate funding and make progress on the actual work with 
binding deadlines. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to comment on the use of the Adaptive Milestone Approach. Thank you for considering my 
comments. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Pamela Howard 
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From: rhono@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Richard Honour <rhono@everyactioncustom.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 2:13 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

It is clear that the Authors of the Tri‐Party Agreement, from inception, had little or no comprehension of the scope of 
the challenge or belief that the Hanford site could ever be cleaned up. Unattainable or missed milestones attest to the fact 
(after the fact) that the Tri‐Party Agreement was hoisted as a false flag to divert attention over time until some form of an 
actual, functional and realizable action plan could be formulated. 

As of this date, the missed milestones, failures‐to‐perform and unjustified delays state clearly that the original ideas 
had no merit or chance for success and that new management that may be able to synthesize and enact a new action plan 
is needed to get the project on a sustainable track. 

Cleanup in the case of Hanford, and by any definition, is an act or process, without a defined endpoint. Similarly, 
Compliance is also an act or process, now based on a demand, proposal or assigned regimen, but also without a defined 
endpoint. However, Clean Up does refer to completion of an act or process, much to their favor. In short, Hanford cannot 
be cleaned up by any current idea, wish, whim, proposal or work, and thereby the project must be revisited as if it were 
time zero, square one, and in need of fresh thinking. 

Note well that the TPA summary below reveals the short list of goals that are repeated multiple times throughout in 
the same document for lack of any sound and achievable targets. Diving deeply into the entire document, as well as 
into the other associated documents, reveals that the stated goals are but arm waves intended to obscure the reality 
that no agency and no person involved in the project has any reasonable idea about how best to set the mission, goals 
and objectives, and to prepare an action plan for success, within any reasonable timeframe. It time for a change in 
management. 
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Sincerely, Richard C. Honour, PhD 
The Precautionary Group 

425.772.1473 rhono@precautionarygroup.org 
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From: crockerbuckle@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Nancy Arbuckle 
<crockerbuckle@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 1:19 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Arbuckle 

crockerbuckle@mindspring.com 
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From: Miya Burke <miyab@hanfordchallenge.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 11:26 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Liz Mattson; Nikolas Peterson 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Central Plateau milestone comments 
Attachments: 2022.8.16 HC Comments Adaptive Milestone.pdf 

 
Dear Jennifer, 

 

Please accept the attached document as Hanford Challenge's comments for the TPA Central Plateau milestone comment 
period. Thank you for considering our comments. 

 

Best regards, 
Miya 

 

‐‐ 
 

Miya Burke (she/her) | Program Manager 
 

Hanford Challenge 
P.O. Box 28989 | Seattle, WA 98118 

 

(425) 217‐2297 | miyab@hanfordchallenge.org 
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August 16, 2022 
Comments submitted via email: CPmilestones@rl.gov 

 

Attn: Jennifer Colborn, 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 450, H5-20 
Richland, WA 99352 

 

RE:  Public Comment Period for Proposed Tri‐Party Agreement Changes Related to Adaptive 
Milestone Approach for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup 

Work 
 

Dear Ms. Colborn, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Proposed Tri-Party Agreement Changes Related to 
Adaptive Milestone Approach for Establishing Scope and Schedule for Central Plateau Cleanup 
Work. 

 

Hanford Challenge is a non-profit, public interest, environmental, and worker advocacy 
organization located in Seattle, WA.1 Hanford Challenge is an independent 501(c)(3) membership 
organization incorporated in the State of Washington with a mission to create a future for the 
Hanford Nuclear Site that secures human health and safety, advances accountability, and promotes 
a sustainable environmental legacy. Hanford Challenge has members who work at the Hanford 
Site. Other members of Hanford Challenge work and/or recreate near Hanford, where they may 
also be affected by hazardous materials emitted into the environment by Hanford. All members 
have a strong interest in ensuring the safe and effective cleanup of the nation’s most toxic nuclear 
site for themselves and for current and future generations. 

 

Cleanup delays are an unfortunate part of Hanford cleanup. Hanford Challenge is not opposed to 
trying a new approach to set more realistic and achievable milestones. However, we are concerned 
that the Adaptive Milestone Approach won't adequately solve the problem of continual cleanup 
delays. We believe that deeply entrenched systemic issues and budget shortfalls are two of the main 
reasons why milestones are missed or delayed. Hanford Challenge believes that the Tri-Party 
Agreement (TPA) agencies must identify these systemic issues of chronically missed milestones 
in order to develop effective solutions that will prevent further delays to Hanford cleanup. 

 
 

1 Hanford Challenge mailing address: P.O. Box 28989 Seattle, WA 98118. 
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Please take the following comments into consideration. 
 

 Address Systemic Problems: Get to the root of the problem. What are the factors deeply 
embedded  in  the  culture,  structure,  and  management  of  Hanford  cleanup  that 
consistently result in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and 
management to result  in a timely and effective cleanup without cutting corners. There 
are known systemic issues within USDOE that cause milestones to be missed or delayed, 
such as a history of retaliatory safety culture. 

 

The Waste Treatment Plant (WTP) is the perfect example of how milestones are missed 
when USDOE refuses to listen to workers raising safety and technical concerns. Several 
high-level engineers working on the WTP project were retaliated against for voicing their 
concerns. USDOE eventually admitted that nuclear safety and design problems with the 
plant indicated that it may not function correctly or safely unless design changes are made. 
The original deadline to open the Waste Treatment Plant was 2007. The current estimate is 
the high-level waste portion of tank waste treatment may not begin until 2036 or later. By 
empowering workers to safely raise concerns without fear of retaliation, issues can be 
addressed upfront instead of being dismissed or pushed under the rug with increased cost 
and schedule ramifications. 

 

A computer model isn't going to fix entrenched systemic issues such as mismanagement, 
retaliatory safety culture problems, refusal to listen to dissenting voices, and a culture of 
denial. Until these issues are taken seriously and resolved, milestones will continue to be 
missed and delayed. 

 

 Prioritize Meaningful Collaboration with the Public: There are multiple opportunities in 
the  future  to  inform  and  collaborate with  the public on  the new Adaptive Milestone 
Approach.  Provide  the  public  with  an  opportunity  to  review  and  comment  on  the 
Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and success metrics. 

 

In the future, if the TPA agencies decide to greenlight the Adaptive Milestone Approach 
for all non-tank Central Plateau work and River Corridor work, please provide an 
opportunity for the public to comment before expanding the Adaptive Milestone Approach 
to other Hanford cleanup areas. If the Tri-Party Agencies are planning on adding the 
Adaptive Milestone Approach to the TPA, meet with the public for open discussion and 
input, and provide an opportunity for public comment. Take advantage of every 
opportunity available to engage and collaborate with the public and don’t simply “check 
the box” with the bare minimum requirements under the TPA. Ensure your public 
involvement efforts are guided by Hanford Advisory Board advice #239, part of which 
states: 

 

The art and craft of public involvement is successful when: clear goals are 
defined; stakeholders contribute early to the design and development of 
public involvement; involvement is interactive, inclusive, engaging and 
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respectful; the public has early input influencing the decision-making 
process (for example, the identification of alternatives for evaluation); the 
decision-makers demonstrate openness to having input influence their 
decisions and the decision-making process; and the public sees meaningful 
results from participation.2 

 

 Increase Transparency:  Increase  the quality of detail provided  in briefings  and public 
involvement materials. During the Spring 2022 Budget/Cleanup Priorities meeting, USDOE 
knew the specific priority work for 2022, 2023, and 2024, yet it didn't outline the work 
during the meeting. Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out‐year milestone 
negotiations  at  the  annual Budget/Cleanup  Priorities  public meeting,  not  just  the  big 
buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

The public involvement materials for this comment period are difficult to understand. The 
USDOE fact sheet for this comment period did not clearly explain the comment period or 
use plain language to effectively communicate basic information such as the definition of a 
milestone or the jargon used in milestone descriptions. Basic background information was 
not provided to give the public context to understand the comment period. The public 
meeting felt like a conversation among TPA agency colleagues, not a presentation tailored 
to the public. The presentations failed to explain basic information such as what a milestone 
is or provide clear descriptions of the various proposed milestones and milestones in 
abeyance. Most of the meeting was spent discussing the Adaptive Milestone Approach, a 
tool which the agencies state they aren't seeking input on at this time. 

 

Include supplemental, plain-language explanations of terminology used throughout the 
change package in the comment period materials. Do not assume that the public has 
memorized the specific operable units that are referenced in the milestones. Include a map 
of where the operable unit is on the Hanford Site and a simple description of what the 
operable unit is and a plain language explanation of the work described in each milestone 

 

The title of the comment period is misleading and indicates that the TPA agencies are 
seeking input on the Adaptive Milestone Approach. The TPA agencies have had to correct 
this misunderstanding by stating they are not seeking input on the Adaptive Milestone 
Approach. Choose a title that accurately describes what the comment period is about, 
instead of creating more confusion for the public. Ask for input on how to improve your 
materials and implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and 
accessible public involvement is non-negotiable. 

 

 Build a Case for a Fully Funded Cleanup: Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost 
Report to convince Congress to increase funding for Hanford cleanup. The math is easy— 

 

2 Hanford Advisory Board Advice #239, https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/HABAdv_239.pdf 

more money above the current levels will contribute significantly to actual cleanup work, 
instead of only having enough funding to cover sitewide services. 
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USDOE can promote the Adaptive Milestone Approach as an innovative tool capable of 
fixing the issues that cause milestones to be missed or delayed. The reality is, a computer 
model and a different approach to tackling milestones are not going to fix Hanford's budget 
woes—one of the main reasons milestones are missed. Simply put, if you don't have the 
funding, you can't do the cleanup work. 

 

USDOE consistently portrays itself as operating within a fiscally constrained environment. 
In contrast, USDOE's 2022 Lifecycle, Scope, Schedule and Cost Report estimates a need 
for dramatically increased yearly spending in the coming decades to keep pace with 
Hanford cleanup. These estimates are at odds with USDOE talking points that prepare for 
cuts before they are made, instead of galvanizing the public and Congress around the need 
for increased funding. USDOE’s rhetoric about expectations of flat funding and fiscally 
constrained environments does not pave a path towards increased funding for Hanford 
cleanup. Hanford Challenge believes that there is work to be done within USDOE to reckon 
with the contradiction between USDOE’s own written projections and verbal budget 
expectations so that they align in a common vision that can be leveraged for increased 
funding for Hanford cleanup. 

 

Increased funding is necessary to move the cleanup forward, however, USDOE seems 
intent on undermining any effort to advocate for more funding. During the public meeting 
for this comment period on August 9, 2022, Mike Cline with USDOE-RL stated, "We gotta 
put our heads together and do something different, because this just isn't working. We need 
to be smarter. We are not getting more money. That's obvious. We haven't. And we need to 
find a way to get this worked on with what we have." Mr. Cline's statement was disturbing 
in light of the letter addressed to the White House requesting full funding for Hanford 
cleanup.3 The letter, signed by twelve agencies and organizations, asked the Biden 
Administration for at least $3.76 billion in funding in FY2024. There is a striking 
disconnect between USDOE's approach to work backwards and expect inadequate funding 
and a coordinated approach of advocating for a compliant cleanup budget. 

 

It is imperative that USDOE use its Lifecycle Report to make a strong case to the Office of 
Management and Budget and to Congress for compliant funding. Milestones will continue 
to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for more funding. By building a case for a fully 
funded cleanup and asking for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget, Hanford 
cleanup can stay on track and protect human health and the environment without increasing 
the burden future generations must bear. 

 

 

3https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/NWP/Funding%20News/FY24%20Hanford%20Funding%20letter%20final%20 
8%209%202022%20Final.pdf 

 Don't  Lose  Sight  of  Major  Milestones:  The  new  milestone  approach  tackles  the 
milestones  in 3‐year batches. Hanford Challenge  is concerned  that by  focusing on  the 
near‐term  3‐year  interim milestones,  the  TPA  agencies may  lose  sight  of  the major 
milestones and completely miss the deadlines. How are the TPA agencies ensuring that 
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they don't lose sight of the major milestones as they reconfigure the interim milestones 
in 3‐year batches? 

 

 Protect  Groundwater  by  Prioritizing  Certain Milestones  in  Abeyance: Many  of  the 
milestones  placed  in  abeyance  are  characterization milestones. M‐015‐93C  is  about 
initiating characterization  field work  for  the 200‐SW‐2 Operable Unit  landfills. Hanford 
Challenge believes  this milestone  in abeyance  should be prioritized and not placed  in 
abeyance.  Initiating characterization  is neither cumbersome nor expensive.  It does not 
require extensive  resources. The milestone was missed  in 2018  and  is now  set  to be 
renegotiated  in 2024. This  is unacceptable. The TPA  agencies must  stop delaying  this 
milestone and follow through with characterization to determine what contaminants are 
present. 200‐SW‐2 could generate transuranic waste. If this milestone is further delayed, 
it  could  jeopardize  the  opportunity  to move  transuranic waste  offsite  to  the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) before it closes in 2050. 

 

Additionally, M-015-84 is a milestone in abeyance that outlines completing a remedial 
investigation of 200-WA-1 and 200-BC-1 operable unit waste sites. The 200 West Area 
and BC cribs are areas where higher-level waste, including technetium-99, cesium-137, 
and strontium-90, was dumped. Tritium, uranium, nitrate, and carbon tetrachloride have 
historically been detected at several of the BC cribs. These contaminants are a significant 
threat to groundwater. This milestone in abeyance should be prioritized by the TPA 
agencies in order to protect the Columbia River and future generations. 

 

Milestone M-015-110B Submit Corrective Measures Study & Feasibility Study Report and 
Proposed Plan/Proposed Correct Corrective Action Decision for the 200-DV-1 OU, is 
another milestone in abeyance that is important to Hanford Challenge. Sites like this, with 
deep vadose zone contamination that are difficult to clean up, and contain technetium- 99, 
should be prioritized to prevent additional contamination from traveling to groundwater. 

 

M-085-70 is another milestone in abeyance that should be prioritized and not placed in 
abeyance. M-085-70 addresses B-Plant and B-Canyon and includes investigation of the 
canyon itself and the waste sites around it. There is known transuranic waste at B-Plant and 
B-Canyon. In order for the TPA agencies to stay on track with moving transuranic waste 
offsite to WIPP, M-085-70 should not be placed in abeyance. Placing this milestone in 
abeyance pushes this work further down the road and jeopardize the chance to move 
transuranic waste offsite before WIPP closes in 2050. 

 

 Maintain M‐015‐110 as a Proposed Milestone: M‐015‐110 is one of the newly proposed 
milestones  that  calls  for  USDOE  to  complete  a  treatability  test  for  200‐DV‐1  unit 
andsubmit the test to WA Department of Ecology. The proposed milestone is a positive 
step toward addressing contamination in the deep vadose zone. Hanford Challenge supports 
this milestone and asks USDOE to outline multiple effective treatment methods. A 
treatment method will never be a one-size-fits-all for Hanford's deep vadose zone cleanup. 
USDOE must develop a toolbox of different treatment methods that can be used depending 
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on the specific deep vadose zone area on site. 
 

 Maintain  M‐015‐117  as  a  Proposed  Milestone:  The  Representative  Analogous  Site 
Coordinating Agency Liaisons (RASCAL) team recently developed new operable unit 200‐ 
IA‐1,  that  is  comprised  of  shallow,  "easy‐to‐clean"  waste  sites.  M‐015‐117  requires 
submitting a proposed plan for operable unit 200‐IA‐1. Hanford Challenge supports this 
milestone because  it  is a proactive method of getting dirty dirt  for  the Environmental 
Restoration Disposal Facility. 

 

 Make Progress Toward Actual Cleanup Work: Many of the new interim milestones are 
deadlines  to  set  deadlines  to  address  the  milestones  in  abeyance  that  are  behind 
schedule. The new interim milestones provide the illusion of progress, but many of the 
cleanup activities are well past their deadlines to begin with. Creating deadlines to set 
deadlines  only  pushes  the  actual  cleanup work  further  down  the  pipeline—delaying 
remediation of soil and groundwater  in the Central Plateau. Make progress toward the 
actual cleanup work. Establish  firm, binding deadlines  for actual cleanup to avoid  long 
delays  and  convoluted  processes  of  deadlines  to  set  deadlines  that  will  exacerbate 
contamination problems at Hanford. 

 

 Ensure  Cleanup  Goals  are  Based  on  Tribal  Future  Land  use  and  Tribal  Exposure 
Scenarios: The Hanford Nuclear Site encompasses a large area within culturally significant 
lands of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation, Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, Nez Perce Tribe, and the Wanapum people. In 1855, 
the Yakama Nation, Warm Springs, CTUIR, and Nez Perce, signed treaties ceding millions 
of acres of their lands to the United States, but reserved important rights, including Usual 
and Accustomed rights. The Tri‐Party Agreement agencies must ensure Hanford cleanup 
goals  are  based  on  Tribal  future  land  use  and  Tribal  exposure  scenarios.  The  unique 
exposure  pathways  for  Tribal  members  must  be  addressed  in  cleanup  plans,  and 
protectiveness must be demonstrated for a reasonable Tribal risk scenario. 

 

USDOE and EPA have a federal commitment to implement the Justice40 Initiative. In a 
presentation to the Hanford Advisory Board on May 2017, 2022 Nicole Nelson-Jean 
presented slides that read, "The focus of EM's environmental cleanup work under the 
Justice40 Initiative is soil and groundwater remediation. Hanford's efforts on soil and 
groundwater remediation are covered under the Justice40 Initiative." Efforts to remediate 
soil and groundwater must account for Tribal future land use and Tribal exposure scenarios. 
If cleanup efforts do not incorporate Tribal future land use and Tribal exposure scenarios, 
they become a grave environmental injustice. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on TPA milestone changes and the use of the Adaptive 
Milestone Approach in Hanford's Central Plateau. Thank you for considering our comments. 

 

Sincerely, 
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Nikolas Peterson, Executive Director, Hanford Challenge 
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From: pamorton@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Patricia Morton 
<pamorton@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:37 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Morton 

pamorton@ix.netcom.com 
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From: tom.carpenters@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Tom Carpenter 
<tom.carpenters@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 10:14 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here 

Sincerely, 

Tom Carpenter  

tom.carpenters@gmail.com 
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From: SICILIA Tom * ODOE <Tom.SICILIA@energy.oregon.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 9:40 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Cc: Einan, David (EPA); Bowen, David (ECY; WOODS Maxwell * ODOE 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Oregon comments on the adaptive milestone approach 
Attachments: Oregon comments on the 2022 Adaptive Milestone approach.pdf 

 
Good Morning, 

Please see Oregon’s comments on the Adaptive Milestone Approach (attached). Thank 

you, 

Tom 

 

 

Tom Sicilia, PG 
Hanford Hydrogeologist 
C: 503‐508‐8333 
P (In Oregon): 800‐221‐8035 
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Oregon 
Kate Brown, Governor 

 

August 16, 2022 

Ms. Colborn, 

 

Oregon appreciates the opportunity offered by the Tri-Party Agreement Agencies to comment on the 
adaptive milestone approach piloted in this proposal. Given the budgetary constraints and new 
“Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity” (IDIQ) contracting vehicle, some way to establish and achieve 
short to mid-term cleanup successes is necessary. 

 

The adaptive milestone approach is intended to optimize work in the Central Plateau, with a pilot 
program focusing on 14 milestones that were placed in abeyance by the TPA agencies. However, the 
information package associated with this comment period does not include even a list of those 14 
milestones, and requires chasing a paper trail from the linked tentative agreement to another document 
(https://www.pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-16097) on the Administrative Record. Given that new 
milestones associated with these 14 in abeyance are the impetus of the comment period, they should be 
clearly presented and explained in the distributed materials. The fact sheet is clear that changes are being 
proposed, but fails to adequately describe why the milestones listed for this three year window were 
selected, who had input in the selection process of those milestones, how the public was engaged, when 
and how the adaptive milestone approach piloted here will be assessed, where the milestones in abeyance 
can be found, or exactly what operable units are included in the adaptive milestone package. 

 

Oregon appreciates and acknowledges that the public meeting held on August 9 
(https://youtu.be/WuPi_frOWvc) successfully answered some of these questions, but with only ten days 
left in the comment period. The meeting established that the comment period is actually related to the 
milestones themselves, rather than the adaptive approach, as presented in the fact sheet and 
announcements. We recommend that, in the future, clear and concise messaging should identify the 
target of the solicited comments, and that public meetings should kick off the comment window, not close 
it, to allow informed and fully developed comments. 

 

We also note that it is also unclear how the projects identified in the informational materials fit into the 
Hanford 5-Year Plan (https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/HMIS-5YearPlan-Placemat-3-0_1011.pdf), 
which was last revised in late 2021. The work proposed here was not included in the distributed material 
or in public cleanup priorities discussions held in the spring of 2022. There should be a balance between 
fulfillment of tasks given a funding level and continuing to request compliant funding levels moving 
forward. As such, we recommend that the adaptive milestones for Year 3 should be assessed annually, 
coincident with the budget request to Headquarters. These annual updates should be published prior to the 
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cleanup priorities public meeting and budget review cycle to support informed public comment 
opportunities. 

 

Based on the fact sheet, we understand that a model which “uses existing project planning tools” is being 
used to establish the interim milestones in a three-year rolling window; however, there is no description 
of whether or how the model has been used for developing the interim milestones listed in this comment 
period, or on when the public will be engaged on the inputs and results of the model. The public meeting 
presentation indicated that the model is not yet operational, and further that its parameters will not be 
available for public input or discussion. Public comment periods will, however, be held on the milestones 
negotiated by the TPA agencies as a result of the model data. Oregon recommends that the input 
parameters and preliminary results of the model should be clearly presented and published on the 
administrative record once the toolset has been completed. There are far-reaching inputs that must be 
considered to ensure that the big picture is not blurred by model- generated short term “micro-goals.” For 
example, the Waste Isolation Pilot Plan (WIPP) is expected to close by 2050, which means all of the 
potential trans-uranic waste sites on the central plateau need to be characterized and remediated in the 
near-term (e.g., within one professional lifetime) in order to safely ship such waste to WIPP. Another 
example: any model which is used in project scheduling should include the soil-to-debris balance as an 
input. As such, it should include all potential soil removal/remove treat dispose waste sites as well as all 
buildings expected to be demolished. Inclusion of the 200-IA waste sites is a good first step to meet this 
goal, although other waste sites and buildings with approved removal/remedial plans should also be 
assessed in this model package. 

 

It appears that the pilot model excludes cleanup work not associated with the 14 milestones in abeyance, 
including tank farm remediation/potential transuranic tank wastes and remediation of Operable Units 
200-PW-1,3,6 in accordance with the 2011 Record of Decision 
(https://www.hanford.gov/news.cfm/DOE/CW-PWRODSignedFINALRev010-5-11.pdf). When 
optimizing cleanup across the Central Plateau, Oregon recommends that the process should lean into the 
“One Hanford” mentality and fully assess and consider all remediation requirements and goals in the 
area, with the understanding that Consent Decree milestones are not necessarily adaptive. 

 

Oregon supports the efficient use of resources and investment in and usage of emerging technology, and 
the Plateau Risk Evaluation Program management model is potentially a good step in that direction. We 
recommend that stakeholders, the public, and tribal nations should be engaged when developing the 
inputs to the model, and when assessing which milestones to include in subsequent three-year periods. 
US DOE should reconcile the three-year planning window described here with the 5-year vision and 
public cleanup priority discussions, which typically request input for the third year in the future. This 
cleanup priority discussion and adaptive milestone strategy may provide a real chance for input and 
engagement if the TPA agencies are able to disclose which projects “fit the model” and are therefore in 
consideration for the third year. In the near term, US DOE should focus on characterization and 
investigation work (M-015-93C, M-015-98, and M-015-99) rather than setting a deadline to set a 
milestone to set a schedule (M-015-118, M-015-119). Understanding how much and what type of waste 
remains is critical to setting removal schedules and ensuring that disposal is possible within space and 
time constraints, be it on-site or off-site. If this pilot program is successful, Oregon recommends it should 
be expanded to all waste sites and operable units on the Central Plateau. Doing so will allow the “waste 
budget” to be assessed comprehensively, and more readily identify contaminated soil resources to offset 
demolition debris compaction needs in ERDF. 
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We look forward to continued engagement on this pilot project, and the public evaluation of whether or 
not it is an appropriate tool to balance the significant remaining cleanup tasks to complete at the site with 
the limited resources US DOE has available. If you have any questions, please contact Tom Sicilia of my 
staff (tom.sicilia@energy.oregon.gov). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maxwell Woods 

Assistant Director for Nuclear Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
Oregon Department of Energy 
Maxwell.woods@energy.oregon.gov 

503-551-8209 

 

Cc: Dave Einan, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency David Bowen, Washington Department of 
Ecology 

Matt Johnson, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
Laurene Contreras, Yakama Indian Nation 

Jack Bell, Nez Perce Tribe 
Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board 

Janice Catrell, Hanford Advisory Board 
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From: artistlauralynch@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Laura E Lynch 
<artistlauralynch@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 7:43 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

Add your personalized comment here: I am a Hanford downwinder, second to the youngest of seven brothers and sisters 
who are also downwinders, (3 have already died) all born and raised in Spokane, Washington downwind of Hanford 
Nuclear Reservation between December 26, 1944 and December 31, 1957, the critical time in which Hanford Nuclear 
Reservation released into the air more than 730,000 curies of Iodine‐131, a radioactive iodine which they refer to as "the 
green run' ... It wasn’t until February 1999 that I even discovered I was a downwinder. Ironically, I was editing an article 
for a peace journal written by Trisha Pritikin, a Hanford downwinder who has hypothyroidism. Her article was about the 
Hanford Individual Dose Assessment (HIDA) project the very first program of its kind in which a federal agency had 
provided individual dose estimates to exposed populations of radiation exposure – in this case for airborne I‐131 the 
same isotope emitted in large quantities from the Nevada Test Site bomb tests and at Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear 
power plant disasters. Trisha’s father, a Hanford nuclear engineer and her mother who also worked at Hanford in the 
early years, have both died of thyroid cancer. My own daughter, born in 1979, has hypothyroid disease from my own 
DNA and has to take a pill every single day or she will die. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! ... DO THE RESPONSIBLE 
THING! 

CLEAN IT UP NOW! thank you. 

Sincerely, Laura E Lynch 

artistlauralynch@yahoo.com 
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From: kjnorton13@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Kelly Norton <kjnorton13 
@everyactioncustom.com> 

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 5:28 PM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for Central Plateau 

 
Dear Jennifer Colborn, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the TPA Adaptive Milestone Approach for the Central Plateau. I 
am writing because I care about a safe and effective cleanup. Thank you for considering my comments: 

 

‐Get to the root of the problem, USDOE. What are the factors deeply embedded in the culture of the organization that result 
in delays? Design a strategy that transforms the system, behaviors, and management to result in a timely and effective 
cleanup without cutting corners. 

 

‐Provide the public with an opportunity to review and comment on the Adaptive Milestone Approach model tool, inputs, and 
success metrics. 

 

‐Build a case for a fully funded cleanup and ask for the funding needed to maintain a compliant budget and ensure 
cleanup stays on track. Use the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report to convince Congress to increase 
funding for Hanford cleanup. Milestones will continue to be missed if USDOE doesn't advocate for compliant funding. A 
new computer model won't fix the budget woes that plague Hanford. 

 

‐Delays in Central Plateau cleanup directly impact the soil and groundwater. Prioritize cleanup work that prevents more 
contamination from entering groundwater and threatening the Columbia River. 

 

‐Share the specific cleanup priorities established in out year milestone negotiations at the annual Budget/Cleanup 
Priorities public meeting, not just the big buckets of overarching cleanup work. 

 

‐Please improve the accessibility of your public involvement materials. Ask for input to improve your materials and 
implement suggested changes before you send them out. Meaningful and accessible public involvement is non‐ 
negotiable. 

 

INCREASE FUNDING FOR HANFORD CLEANUP!!! 

 

Sincerely, 
Kelly 
Norton 

kjnorton13@gmail.com 
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From: Jeanne Poirier <jeannepoirier@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2022 8:50 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Public comment 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make public comment with what goes 

on at Hanford. What stands out to me are the continued delays in clean‐

up at Hanford. 

The Tri‐Parties Agreement has continued miss deadlines for agreed upon and scheduled clean‐up and 
milestones of work. 

Not sure the Adaptive Milestone Approach is a good thing. It already pushes out clean‐up dates to 
2024, 2026 and beyond. 

Perhaps the TPA needs to determine what is really causing the delays and figure out what needs to happen 
to ensure timely, effective clean up without cutting corners. 

Costs for everything are increasing and no doubt clean‐up at Hanford has sky‐rocketed as well. 

Do what you need to do and ensure a budget, timeline and schedule which meets the clean‐up 
required at Hanford. Easier said than done, but our future is becoming more affected daily with 
climate chaos and instability in general. The waste at Hanford will outlive us for eons and we need 
to do everything we can to take care of it responsibly, effectively, efficiently no matter what the 
cost. 

 

Thank you for allowing public comment and please continue to keep your process 
visible and open. Good luck! 

This message originated from an external sender. Use caution when clicking on links or opening 
attachments. 
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From: JUDITH GREEN <greencardz@comcast.net>  
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 10:20 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones <CPmilestones@rl.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Hanford Cleanup 
 
I agree with all of the following:  
 

 Hanford Cleanup Agreement (TPA) milestones need to accelerate cleanup of the 
Central Plateau. No milestones should be put in “abeyance” while waiting to be 
replaced with short-term schedules based on USDOE’s budget priorities from a 
computer program. 

 Adaptive milestones” are an oxymoron. I want to see long-term milestones with 
clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just because USDOE doesn’t ask 
Congress for funding. 

 Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition 
that Treaty rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau 
and its resources. The TPA Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal 
exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will protect the health of Tribal members from 
exposures and contamination of plants and resources when they exercise their 
Treaty rights for generations to come.  

 TPA schedules are supposed to drive funding from Congress. “Adaptive milestones” 
turns this on its head and allows USDOE’s budget priorities to delay cleanup for 
decades. 

 Require USDOE to ask Congress to fund TPA schedules based on preventing 
releases, preventing the spread of contamination, and a logical progression of 
cleanup.  

 Washington State should enforce the TPA and laws requiring USDOE to request 
the funding from Congress to meet the compliance schedules, milestones, of the 
TPA, rather than relaxing and replacing them.  

 
Judith Green  
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From: Derek Dexheimer <dex3703@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:58 AM 
To: ^CPmilestones <CPmilestones@rl.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Handford cleanup schedules 
 
Hanford should be cleaned up according to a hard schedule, not squishy 'milestones'. And no 
'milestones' should be placed in 'abeyance'. 
 
I want to see long-term milestones with clear enforceable schedules that don’t change just because 
USDOE doesn’t ask Congress for funding.  

Any TPA changes for Hanford’s Central Plateau need to include formal recognition that Treaty 
rights of the Yakama and Umatilla Nations include use of the Plateau and its resources. The TPA 
Central Plateau provisions must include use of a Tribal exposure scenario to ensure cleanup will 
protect the health of Tribal members from exposures and contamination of plants and resources 
when they exercise their Treaty rights for generations to come.  
 
Thank you, 
Derek Dexheimer 
 




