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February 24, 2023

Ms. Susan Coleman
Chair, Hanford Advisory Board (HAB)
HAB Facilitation Team Office
c/o RC Engineering and Construction Management
P.O. Box 727
Richland, WA  99352

Ms. Coleman:

Transmittal of Community Letters Supporting Adequate Hanford Funding

References: 
1. Letter, WA State U.S. Congressional Delegation to The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 

regarding adequately funding DOE-EM cleanup activities for FY 2024 and beyond, dated 
October 27, 2022.

2. Letter, Mayor Brent Gerry (City of West Richland, WA and Chair, Energy Communities 
Alliance) to The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., regarding the urgency of adequately 
funding the DOE-EM program in Fiscal Year 2024 and beyond, dated December 16, 2022.

3. Letter, Myra Reece (President, Environmental Council of the States and South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control) to OMB Director Shalanda Young, 
regarding the importance of adequately funding the DOE-EM cleanup of the nuclear 
weapons complex, dated December 15, 2022.

4. Letter, Hanford Stakeholder organizations to The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr., regarding 
the importance of adequately funding the cleanup of DOE’s Hanford site, dated August 9, 
2022.

5. Letter, Maxwell Woods (Oregon Department of Energy Assistant Director, Nuclear Safety 
and Emergency Preparedness) and Jeff Wyatt (Chairman, Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board), 
to Honorable Members of (Oregon State) Congress, regarding the importance of funding 
Hanford cleanup, dated February 2023.

In January 2022, DOE published the 2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule, and Cost Report. This 
report indicated that cleanup at Hanford (excluding Long Term Stewardship) could generally 
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be completed by 2078 at a cost of between $293.2 billion (low range estimate) and $633.6 billion 
(high range estimate).

The Tri-City Development Council (TRIDEC), along with our local/regional communities and 
governmental organizations, are deeply concerned about whether adequate funding will be 
available and whether a sufficient workforce will be available over the next 50+ years to 
successfully accomplish the task of Hanford cleanup.

These organizations believe that it is imperative to significantly shorten the duration for completion 
of cleanup activities, thereby reducing overall costs, risks to both Hanford workers and the public, 
and liabilities for DOE. 

Formal letters requesting increased Hanford funding levels to meet compliant-level budgeting 
requirements have been issued recently to President Biden, the Office of Management and 
Budgets (OMB) Director, and the Oregon congressional delegation reiterating these concerns (see 
References 1 – 5, above).  

These letters were issued by over 25 signatories representing a broad range of local and regional 
community and state organizations, the U.S. congressional delegation from Washington State, and 
several national/federal organizations.

TRIDEC is confident that the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) shares similar funding concerns.  
Therefore, the referenced letters are included here for your information and to facilitate the HAB’s 
and the public’s access to them.  

Sincerely, 

David Reeploeg
Vice President for Federal Programs

Enclosures: 5 Letters

cc: Michael Berkenbile – U.S. Department of Energy
David Bowen – Washington State Department of Ecology
Miya Burke – Vice-Chair, Hanford Advisory Board
David Einan – U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Tom Galioto – Hanford Advisory Board
Ryan Miller – Washington State Department of Ecology
Gary Younger – U.S. Department of Energy
HAB Facilitation Team ~ .. ~ 
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October 27, 2022 

 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.  
President of the United States  
The White House  
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  
Washington, D.C. 20500  
 
Dear President Biden,  
 
As Members of the Washington State Congressional Delegation, we write to you regarding the 
importance of adequately funding the Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Environmental 
Management (EM) in the Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) budget and beyond. This is a top priority for 
our constituents, the state of Washington, the communities surrounding DOE’s Hanford Site, and 
regional Tribes.  
 
As you know, this year marks the beginning of a very important milestone in cleanup at the site – 
the successful launch of the Tank Side Cesium Removal system. This is the first step in turning 
low-level waste into glass, and we commend the efforts at the site and the entire Tri-Cities 
community in supporting this major milestone.  
 
While significant cleanup progress has been made over the years, it is of the utmost importance 
that the federal government fund cleanup efforts at adequate levels for both Richland Operations 
and the Office of River Protection and with changing needs in mind. We are proud to work in 
concert and ensure that Hanford has the resources it needs to address current projects and plan 
for emerging needs in the future. We are also encouraged by the recent announcement between 
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) and DOE on an agreement to respond to 
tank waste issues. This may be a beginning of a new collaborative era between Ecology and 
DOE, one that we hope will result in considering all viable options for safely, efficiently, and 
effectively treating Hanford’s tank waste.  
 
As design, engineering, and construction of the High-Level Waste Facility is added to the 
mission scope, it is imperative that your FY24 budget request reflects not only the necessary 
resources for this critical phase of Hanford cleanup operations, but also the need for continued 
adequate funding in the Richland Operations and Office of River Protection EM accounts for 
subsequent fiscal years. We urge the Administration to support an increased budget for the entire 
EM program to reflect the needs that continue to exist not only at Hanford, but at other sites 
across the country. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

atnngres.s of t11e 11tniteh ~tate.s 
masl1ington, i<!t 20515 



_____________________ _____________________
Dan Newhouse Patty Murray
Member of Congress United States Senator

______________________ ______________________
Maria Cantwell Adam Smith
United States Senator Member of Congress

______________________ ______________________
Derek Kilmer Marilyn Strickland 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

______________________ ______________________
Kim Schrier, M.D. Susan DelBene
Member of Congress Member of Congress

______________________ _______________________
Cathy McMorris Rodgers Jamie Herrera Beutler
Member of Congress Member of Congress

______________________ _______________________
Rick Larsen Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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December 16, 2022  
 
 
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Biden: 
 
On behalf of the Energy Communities Alliance (ECA), I write to you regarding the importance 
and urgency of adequately funding the Department of Energy’s Environmental Management 
(DOE-EM) program in Fiscal Year 2024. 
 
ECA’s members are the Justice40 communities and local governments adjacent to DOE activities. 
Our communities have a long history of hosting and supporting DOE missions, including the 
cleanup of the environmental legacy of the nation’s Manhattan Project and Cold War nuclear 
weapons program as our communities are the most impacted by the contamination created by the 
programs.  
 
As you may know, the EM program faces an environmental cleanup liability of hundreds of 
billions of dollars at 15 sites across the country.1 In recent years, there have been numerous cleanup 
successes such as the construction of treatment and disposal facilities, and the deactivation and 
commissioning of facilities across the complex. 
 
EM has identified several sites that still have extensive cleanup needs. For some sites, such as 
Hanford, Savannah River Site, and Idaho National Laboratory, remaining cleanup involves tank 
waste and spent nuclear fuel. At other sites, such as Portsmouth, Paducah, and Oak Ridge 
Reservation, large deactivation and decommissioning activities remain.2 The federal government 
has an obligation to these communities to make progress in cleaning up the contamination 
left behind at the sites, and meeting that obligation will require significantly more funding 
for the EM program. 
 
We are pleased to see that this Administration and Congress have increased appropriations for 
EM; however, even with such increases, DOE estimates that the total cost of EM work is nearly 
$723 billion. Additionally, at the current pace, it is estimated that cleanup at several large sites will 

 
1 Government Accountability Office, “U.S. Government's Environmental Liability.” 
2 Department of Energy Office Environmental Management. “EM Program Plan 2022.” 
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take many more decades to complete. Hanford has a projected end date of 2078; Oak Ridge 
Reservation in 2047; and Savannah River Site in 2065 (Attachment A).3 
 
Increased funding for the entire EM program is necessary beginning in FY24 to allow the 
Department to accelerate its work on critical projects that will reduce these projected end dates for 
cleanup and provide long-term cost savings for the program. Sufficient EM funding would also 
reiterate the Administration’s commitment to environmental justice. 
 
The frontline Justice40 communities, local governments, states, Tribes, and Pueblos have 
demonstrated decades of continued support for DOE missions. Your Administration and Congress 
must support increased funding for EM in FY24 to fulfill the obligation protect the human health 
and environment across the complex. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue impacting our nation, and we welcome 
the opportunity to have further discussions with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Brent Gerry 
City of West Richland, WA 
ECA Chair 

 
 
cc: The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm, Secretary of Energy 
 The Honorable Shalanda D. Young, Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
 Mr. William “Ike” White, Senior Advisor for Environmental Management 
 
 
 

  

 
3 Ibid. 
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Attachment A 
 

 

Table 6. EM Remaining Costs and End Dates by Site 

Estimated Cost ($M) Projected End Date 

ETEC 341 2045 

Hanford 311,676 - 505,391 2078 - 2091 

ICP 7,747 - 10,979 2049 - 2060 

LLNL 146 - 190 2031 

LANL 5,770 - 6,836 2036 

Moab 409 - 417 2029 - 2033 

NNSS 487 - 610 2030 

ORR 12,349 - 12,490 2047 

Paducah 35,239 - 42,180 2065 - 2070 

Portsmouth 11,498 - 13,486 2039 - 2043 

SNL 27 - 29 2031 

SRS 67,266- 92,131 2065 

SPRU 91 2025 

WVDP 1,432- 1,591 2043 

WIPP 10,386 - 11 ,985 Supporting missiona 

Federal Oversight and Program 23,638 - 24,580 2078 - 2091 

Sup~ort 
Totalb 488,504 - 723,332 2078 - 2091 

a As a faci lity that supports t he complet ion of EM work at ot her sites, the WIPP end date will be 

determined by the completion of cleanup at other sites, as well as the achievement of its capacity, as 

defined in the WIPP Land Withdrawal Act of 7992. 

b The total estimated cost range shown in this table includes costs estimated forfiscal year 2022 through 

completion of t he EM cleanup mission, including approximately $4M in FY22 to complete t he cleanup at 

BNL. 
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Director Shalanda Young  
The Office of Management and Budget  
725 17th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20503 
 
December 15, 2022 
 
Dear Director Young,  
 
ECOS, the nonpartisan, nonprofit association of top state environmental leaders, writes to you regarding 
the importance of adequately funding and successfully completing the cleanup of the nuclear weapons 
complex. State environmental agencies play a key role in this cleanup mission as regulators with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Environmental 
Management (EM). ECOS urges the Administration to make a request of Congress to appropriate the 
funding levels necessary to fully fund compliant cleanup work to achieve milestones on schedule, and 
without narrowed scope, as required by federal facility agreements, permits, and consent orders. To meet 
its existing agreements across the country, the Administration will need to substantially increase its 
request for the entire EM budget. Doing so is necessary to keep our communities safe and meet the needs 
of the cleanup mission. 
 
The sites that make up the nuclear weapons complex played a key role in the United States’ national 
security mission in World War II and throughout the Cold War. Additionally, some of the historic and 
ongoing nuclear energy research at these sites supports the nation’s clean energy future. As the states and 
communities that host these sites have sacrificed for the security of the country, the Administration has a 
duty to support full and expeditious cleanup of the complex.  
 
The scope of the nuclear weapons complex cleanup is immense, representing one of largest and most 
challenging environmental remediation efforts on the planet. This effort is a priority for the states, as 
stated in ECOS Resolution 10-3: Cleanup Budgets for the Nuclear Weapons Complex, because proper 
cleanup of the complex is critical to protecting human health and mitigating damage to natural resources. 
Since the creation of EM in 1989, much progress has been made. The complex that originally comprised 
over 100 sites in 33 states has been reduced to 15 sites in 11 states. However, there is still much more 
work to do.  
 
Notwithstanding these successes, continued cleanup of the complex remains a priority issue for states. 
The remaining work includes remediation of additional facilities and waste sites, packaging and shipment 
of the country’s largest volume of transuranic (TRU) waste, treatment of billions of gallons of impacted 
groundwater, and retrieval and treatment of million gallons of radioactive and chemical waste currently 
stored in aging underground tanks. While DOE has published the EM Program Plan 2022 that addresses 
this work, we encourage them to work closely with states as they consider updates to the plan, and as 
DOE expands the plan to evaluate additional progress that can be made under different future funding 
scenarios. 
 
DOE’s FY2023 Congressional budget request estimated the remaining life-cycle cost of cleanup to be up 
to $723,332M, with estimated active cleanup completion timelines ranging from 2078-2091. Notably, the 
U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) has identified that from 2011 to 2020, EM’s estimated 
liability grew by $243 billion, even as they spent $63.2 billion. Significant budget increases will be 
needed to achieve cleanup milestones.  

~ 
ECOS 
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As a result, even with a fully-funded and compliant cleanup budget for FY24, states will continue to ask 
the Administration to appropriately fund the work in the future. Even as some of the remaining sites 
complete their active cleanup, the annual cleanup budget required should not decrease as additional 
funding may be needed at the remaining sites. Until the Administration approves an adequate budget to 
meet cleanup milestones, long-term costs for the American people and risk to human health and the 
environment will continue to increase. 

We encourage the Administration to support a budget for the entire EM program that supports compliance 
with all federal facility agreements, permits, and consent orders, and allows DOE to achieve cleanup 
milestones on schedule. Thank you for your careful consideration of this urgent national priority. We 
welcome the opportunity to discuss it with you further.

Sincerely,

Myra Reece
ECOS President and South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control

Cc: Mr. William “Ike” White, Senior Advisor for U.S. DOE Office of Environmental Management



DEPARTMENT or 
ECOLOGY 
St.aite of W.ishrngton 

Hanford 
Communities 

:,<. 

•TR!DEC 
Tri-City Development Council 

COLUMBIA 
CJ\ ST 

1i . c·t· H. . .HANF~ RD n- I 1es 1span1c CHALLENGE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

August 9, 2022 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Biden: 

RIVERKEEPER• 
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We write to you regarding the importance of adequately funding - and successfully completing ­
cleanup of the Department of Energy's Hanford Site in Washington State. This effort is a top 
priority for the state of Washington, regional tribes, residents of the Tri-Cities, and other 
impacted communities near Hanford. 

As you may know, Hanford played a key role in the United States' national security mission 
beginning in World War II and operating throughout the Cold War, ultimately producing 
approximately two-thirds of our nation's plutonium stockpile. Hanford's production mission 
transitioned to cleanup in 1989 with the signing of the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement 
and Consent Order, also known as the Tri-Party Agreement (IPA). 

Given its role as the "workhorse" for plutonium production, the scope of Hanford cleanup is 
immense, representing one of the most complex and challenging environmental remediation 
efforts on the planet. Thirty-three years after the IPA was signed, much progress has been made 
at Hanford, including the remediation of over 1,300 waste sites, demolition of over 900 facilities, 
and treatment of over 27 billion gallons of groundwater, but there is much more work to do. 

This remaining work includes remediation of hundreds of additional facilities and waste sites, 
packaging and shipment of the country's largest volume of transuranic (TRU) waste, treatment 
of billions of gallons of additional groundwater, and retrieval and treatment of 56 million gallons 
of radioactive and chemical waste currently stored in 177 underground tanks. hnportantly, this 
large volume of tank waste presents one of the most significant long-tenn risks at Hanford, and 
tank waste treatment is the largest cost driver for the entire cleanup effort. 

In its "2022 Lifecycle Scope, Schedule and Cost Report" the Department of Energy (DOE) 
estimated the costs for Hanford cleanup to be between $300.2 billion and $640.6 billion, with 
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active cleanup complete in the year 2078. On average, this equates to annual funding of between 
$5.36 billion and $11.44 billion. Notably, the report also identifies that significant budget 
increases will be needed beginning in Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) to support a new scope of work 
for design, engineering, and construction of the High-Level Waste (HLW) facility in addition to 
the ongoing activities across the Hanford Site. 

It is imperative that your FY24 budget request includes the necessary resources for this critical 
phase of Hanford cleanup, and for Congress to ensure that this funding is provided. Specifically, 
we believe that the appropriate funding level in FY24 is $3.76 billion - along with a recognition 
that this increased funding must be continued in subsequent fiscal years. 

Doing otherwise will only increase long-term costs for the American people while increasing the 
1isk to human health and the environment. We also recognize the important cleanup work taking 
place at other DOE Office of Environmental Management (EM) sites, and we strongly believe 
that all these efforts should be fully funded. Therefore, we encourage the Administration and 
Congress to support an increased budget for the entire EM program. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this urgent national priority. We welcome the 
opportunity to discuss it with you further. 

Please contact any of the following with questions: Geoff Potter, Director oflnternational 
Relations and Protocol for Governor Inslee, at Geoff.Potter@gov.wa.gov or (360) 867-8690; 
Carrie Sessions, Senior Policy Advisor for Environment and Water for Governor Inslee, at 
Carrie.Sessions@gov.wa.gov or (253) 290-1126; or Laura Watson, Director of the Washington 
State Department of Ecology, at Laura.Watson@ecy.wa.gov or (360) 407-7001. 

Sincerely, 

Jay Inslee, Governor 
State of Washington 

}IJ 
Maria Siguenza, Executive Director 
Washington State Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

Kate Brown, Governor 
State of Oregon 

Laura Watson, Director 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
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Martin Valadez, Executive Director 
Tri-Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

Karl Dye, President & CEO 
Tri-City Development Council 

Nikolas F. Peterson, Executive Director 
Hanford Challenge 

Nick Bumpaous, Business Manager 
Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 598 

Nick Bumpaous, President 
Central Washington Building & Construction 
Trades 

-✓7/ , .? ----/ ·'/ 
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Chuck Torelli, Chair 
Hanford Communities 

Simone Anter, Staff Attorney 
Columbia Riverkeeper 

cc: The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm, Secretary of Energy 
The Honorable Shalanda D . Young, Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
Washington Congressional Delegation 
Oregon Congressional Delegation 



550 Capitol St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

Phone: 503-378-4040
Toll Free: 1-800-221-8035

FAX: 503-373-7806
www.oregon.gov/energy

        

February 2023

Re: Hanford Nuclear Site Cleanup Funding

Honorable Member of Congress,

This letter is to convey the importance of funding and successfully completing cleanup of the Hanford Nuclear 
Site in Washington state. Oregon has a longstanding interest in ensuring the effective cleanup of the Hanford 
Site, which is located near Richland, Washington on the banks of the Columbia River – just 35 miles from 
Oregon’s border. From Hanford, the Columbia flows through prime Oregon farmland, fisheries, and 
communities. The U.S. Department of Energy produced plutonium at Hanford for our nation’s nuclear weapons 
program, beginning with the Manhattan Project and continuing through the end of the Cold War. Since its 
closure in the 1980s, work at Hanford has shifted to cleanup, and is now the world's largest and longest cleanup 
project of its kind. While significant progress has been made since 1989 by US DOE, there is a tremendous 
amount of additional work required in the coming decades, or even centuries.  

The State of Oregon’s interests in the Hanford cleanup are represented by expert staff at the Oregon 
Department of Energy and members of the Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board, a governor-appointed volunteer 
board. Oregon’s primary interest in Hanford is to ensure that cleanup decisions and investments are protective 
of the Columbia River, including cleanup of groundwater and sources of contamination that could affect the 
river in the future. In addition to the many Oregonians who live and work nearby, the Hanford site includes land 
ceded by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation and the Yakama Nation, and was 
historically used by other Native American tribes and bands. 

The DOE Hanford offices will receive around $2.8 billion in FY 2023, but projections indicate that the actual costs 
to accomplish cleanup on schedule will be higher. In August 2022, Oregon Governor Brown together with 
Washington Governor Inslee and other regional and local partners, requested that the White House include
additional funding in the President’s Request Budget for Hanford beginning in FY 2024. 

We are writing to ask your support for increased DOE funding to a level aligned with DOE's expenditure 
estimates needed to comply with state and federal regulatory milestones. The estimated need for the Hanford 
site in FY 2024 is $3.76 billion, escalating in subsequent fiscal years as treatment of high-level radioactive waste 
begins. DOE estimates the Hanford cleanup will cost between $300.2 billion and $640.6 billion between now and 
2078. Lower annual funding levels in the near-term may mean that the cleanup cost and schedule will reach the 
higher ends or even ultimately exceed these estimates.

Oregon communities from Umatilla to Astoria rely on a clean Columbia River. The U.S. Government, through the 
US DOE Office of Environmental Management, has an obligation to the residents of the Pacific Northwest to see 
the cleanup through to completion. We greatly appreciate your attention to this issue. If you have any 
questions, please contact the undersigned directly. 

Regards,

Maxwell Woods, Assistant Director Jeff Wyatt, Chairman
Nuclear Safety and Emergency Preparedness Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board
Oregon Department of Energy jeffwyatt1@gmail.com
maxwell.woods@energy.oregon.gov 541-248-4970
503-551-8209

,. -Oregon 
· · · · ···· Tina Kotek, Governor 
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