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Adoption of Existing Document 

Description of Current Proposal: 

The U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) generated waste during defense-related nuclear 
research, development, and weapons production activities at the Hanford Site (Hanford) in 
Benton County, Washington. Approximately 207 million liters (54.6 million gallons) of mixed 
radioactive and chemically hazardous waste is now stored in 153 underground storage tanks. 

USDOE has been treating Hanford low-activity tank waste through Direct Feed Low Activity 
Waste (DFLAW) approach since October 2025. The low-activity fraction of the tank waste is 
treated by vitrification (turned into glass) in the Waste Treatment and Immobilization Plant 
(WTP) Low Activity Waste (LAW) Facility, then disposed at the Integrated Disposal Facility (IDF), 
an on-site Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) compliant lined landfill. 

The waste treatment process also generates solid and liquid secondary waste. Among the 
waste streams produced is WTP Effluent Management Facility (EMF) Concentrate. Under the 
existing Hanford Site-wide RCRA Permit requirements, EMF Concentrate is required to be 
recycled back into the vitrification process at the WTP LAW Facility and for final disposal at IDF. 

USDOE currently proposes to transport and treat a portion of certain DFLAW generated solid 
and liquid secondary waste at an offsite RCRA-permitted Treatment, Storage, Disposal (TSD) 
facility for final disposal outside the state of Washington. Among the waste streams is EMF 
Concentrate. If not recycled back to the vitrification process, this waste stream will be 
transferred to a tanker truck or other Department of Transportation-approved container and 
shipped to an off-site RCRA-permitted TSD facility for treatment and eventual disposal outside 
the state of Washington. 

Proponent: 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Hanford Field Office 
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, WA 99352 

Location of Current Proposal: 

Hanford Site, Benton County, Washington 
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Title of Document Being Adopted: 

Portions of the following documents were previously adopted August 24, 2020 (see SEPA 
Register #202004362): 

• Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Hanford Site, Richland, Washington, DOE/EIS-0391 (TC&WM EIS). 

• Supplement Analysis of the Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Hanford Site, Richland, Washington, DOE/EIS-0391-SA-02. 

At this time, Ecology is adopting the following additional supplement analysis associated with 
the above TC & WM EIS: 

• Supplement Analysis of the Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Hanford Site, Richland, Washington. Of/site Secondary Waste 
Treatment and Disposal, DOE/EIS-0391-SA-03. 

Agency that Prepared Document Being Adopted: 

U.S. Department of Energy 

Date Adopted Documents were Prepared: 

• TC & WM EIS DOE/EIS-0391: December 5, 2012 (previously adopted August 24, 2020) 

• DOE/EIS-0391-SA-02: January 17, 2019 (previously adopted August 24, 2020) 

• DOE/EIS-0391-SA-03: January 25, 2023 

Description of Document (or Portion) Being Adopted: 

The potential adverse environmental impacts of constructing and operating waste management 
treatment, storage, and disposal facilities for Hanford tank waste were evaluated in the 
Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement, DOE/EIS-0391. 

Since the TC&WM EIS was issued in 2012, USDOE has modified the planned configuration of the 
Hanford complex for treating, storing, and disposing of tank waste. USDOE created a detailed 
description of how the TC&WM EIS relates to the DFLAW configuration. 

Ecology previously adopted portions of both the TC&WM EIS and the Supplement Analysis of 
the Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Hanford Site, Richland, Washington, DOE/EIS-0391-SA-02 in a Determination of Significance and 
Notice of Adoption signed August 24, 2020 (see SEPA Register #202004362). 

Additionally, USDOE has evaluated the offsite treatment and disposal of secondary wastes in 
Supplement Analysis of the Final Tank Closure and Waste Management Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Hanford Site, Richland, Washington. Of/site Secondary Waste Treatment and 
Disposal, DOE/EIS-0391-SA-03. Ecology is currently adopting this latter supplement analysis. 
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If the document being adopted has been challenged (WAC 197-11-630), please describe: 

N/A 

The document is available at: https://www.hanford.gov/index.cfm?page=1117&. 

Ecology has determined this proposal is likely to have a significant adverse impact on the 
environment. To meet the requirements of RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c), the lead agency is adopting 
the documents described above. Therefore, there will be no scoping process for an 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) pursuant to WAC 197-11-360(3). 

Ecology identified and adopted this document as being appropriate for this proposal after 
independent review. The document meets our environmental review needs for the current 
proposal and will accompany the proposal to the decision maker. 

This Determination of Significance and Adoption Notice is issued under WAC 197-11-630(3)(a), 
and consequently the general EIS preparation process does not apply. USDOE held a 60-day 
public comment period on the draft Class 2 permit modification to the Hanford Dangerous 
Waste Permit related to the proposed action. This public comment period ended April 26, 2026. 

Ecology will not act on this proposal until seven days after the signature date of this notice. 

Name of Agency Adopting Document: 

Washington State Department of Ecology, Nuclear Waste Program 

Responsible Official: 

Edward Holbrook 
Deputy Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard 
Richland, Washington 99354 
(509) 940-7619 

Date 5/11/2026 Signature __________________ _ 




