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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
1315 W. 4th Avenue • Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 • (509) 735-7581 

April 24, 2003 

Mr. Jim Rasmussen 
Office of River Protection 
United States Department of_Energy 
P. 0 . Box 450, MSIN: H6-60 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Mr. Rasmussen : 

Re: Best Bases Inventory Review. 
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The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) wishes to di scuss the use and extent of 
Hanford tank waste characterization with the United States Department of Energy-Office of 
River Protection (USDOE-ORP) and its contractor representatives. Specifically, Ecology is 
interested in reviewing with ORP and its contractors the Best Bases Inventory (BBi) body of 
information from which many important regulatory and operational decisions are made on the 
Hanford Site. Ecology understands that BBi information forms the fundamental body of 
knowledge regarding tank waste characterization from which subsequent documents regarding 
tank waste characterization have been developed. Therefore, Ecology is interested in quantifying 
the following to ensure the current body of knowledge regarding tank waste characterization is 
appropriately applied at the Hanford Site: 

• Review of the models used to generate BBi data. 

• Review of analytical data used for input parameters. 

• Quantification of error for data reported in the BBi. 

• Description of the uses of the data originating from BBi. 

It is essential that all parties are aware of these factors so that the best use of available data can 
be employed. 
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We suggest that a meeting be arranged the week of May 5-9 to discuss these matters. Ecology's 
project management and chemistry staff will be in attendance. 
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Tank Waste Storage Project Manager 
NucJe r Waste Program 
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Tank Waste Treatment Project Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

cc: Diane Clark, ORP 
Wen-Shou Liou, ORP 
Delmar Noyes, ORP 
James Thompson, ORP 
Rob Yasek, ORP 
Thomas Crawford, CHG 
Moses J araysi, CHG 
Tony Knepp, CHG 
Todd Martin, HAB 
Rick Gay, CTUIR 
Pat Sobotta, NPT 
Ken Niles, OOE 
Administrative Record 
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