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ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION & WASTE MANAGEMENT 
P.O. SOX 365 · LAPWAI , IDAHO 83540-0365 • (208) 843-7375 / FAX: 843-7378 

June 19, 1995 

Mr. Dennis Faulk 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Mr. Faulk: 

The Nez Perce Tribe Department of Environmental Restoration and Waste Management 
(ERWM) has received and reviewed a copy of 100-BC-1 Demonstration Project Expedited t.-1\1 Ll':? 
Response Action Proposal, DOE/RL-95-51, Rev. 0. Enclosed, for your consideration, are the 
ERWM's specific comments and suggestions on that document. 

Since 1855, reserved treaty rights of the Nez Perce Tribe in the Mid-Columbia have been 
recognized and affirmed through a series of Federal and State actions. These actions protect Nez 
Perce rights to exploit their usual and accustomed resources and resource areas in the Hanford 
Reach of the Columbia River and elsewhere. Accordingly, the Nez Perce Tribe Department of 
Environmental Restoration and Waste Management has support from the U.S . Department of 
Energy (DOE) to participate in and monitor relevant DOE activities. The Nez Perce Tribe 
Department of Environmental Restoration and Waste Management Program responds to 
documents calling for public comment from the U.S. Department of Energy. 

The Nez Perce Tribe considers the protection of the Columbia River and its ecosystem to be of 
the utmost priority. The Tribe considers remediation of l 00 Area waste sites a positive step in 
Columbia River protection and fully supports this plan. The Nez Perce Tribe endorses the 
preferred removal alternative. However, we have some concerns about the plan that may affect 
the health and safety of members and employees of our Tribe, workers, public, local biota, and 
cultural resources. Hereunder are our general comments: 

1) DOE announced that the public comment period for this plan to began May 15, 199 5 
and ends June 15, 1995; however, the correspondence informing the Nez Perce Tribe of 
this plan was dated May 22, 1995 . The government-to-government consultation period 
is 30-45 days prior to public review. Why was the Nez Perce Tribe not consulted prior 
to the public comment period? 



01 8189 
9513359 .1159 2 

2) The Nez Perce Tribe wholly supports a cleanup standard in the I 00 Areas that will not 
preclude any future use. We believe that this standard is most protective of the 
Columbia River and its biota. 

3) This plan indicates excavated, contaminated soils may be stored at the waste site until 
the Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility (ERDF) is available. Where will the 
spoil pile(s) be located? Will native vegetation or cultural resources be disturbed? What 
precautions will be taken to prevent the mobilization of contaminants from the 
excavated soils into the atmosphere via dust or into the vadose zone through 
precipitation and percolation? What will be the source of clean fill material to replace 
the contaminated soil and will it be similar to the native soil? 

4) It appears that insufficient sampling has been conducted to characterize the 116-C- l 
Process Effiuent Trench and 116-B-4 French Drain. Since the contents of these waste 
sites are not well known, it may be prudent to further investigate the soil column before 
remediation begins. Further study, to define the waste sites, would aid the remediation 
workers in anticipating potential hazards. How can the excavated volume of soil and 
projected costs be calculated without prior characterization? 

5) There are indications of volatile organic compounds (VOC) in samples from nearby 
bore-holes; however, Table 2-1 does not discuss the maximum concentration ofVOC. 
This plan should be revised to address the presence and potential need for remediation 
ofVOC. 

6) This plan should be revised to include the restoration of native vegetation to the 
remediated sites and to the ground disturbed by the spoil pile(s). 

7) The estimated costs of the no action alternative is stated as zero in this plan. The costs 
to the environment, Columbia River, and human health are ignored. The Nez Perce 
Tribe supports the removal of heavy metals, VOC, and long-lived radionuclides from 
close proximity to the Columbia River. Although the removal alternative may be more 
costly in the short run, we believe it is prudent to lessen this long term threat to the 
Columbia River and biota dependent upon the river as much as reasonably possible. 

The Nez Perce ER WM Office appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the 100-BC-1 
Demonstration Project Expedited Response Action Proposal, DOE/RL-95-51, Rev. 0. 

If you wish to discuss Nez Perce ERWM's comments further, then please contact Dr. Stanley M. 
Sobczyk , Dr. Rico 0 . Cruz, or Mr. Paul Danielson at 208-843-7375 or 208-843-7378 (fax). 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Donna L. Pewaukee 
ER WM Manager 
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In Concurrence: " :::.--:".'. · _; ~"~ 
Nez Perce Tribal Executive Committee 

cc: John Wagoner, DOE-RL, Site Manager 
Kevin Clarke, DOE-RL, Indian Programs Manager 
Steve Alexander, Ecology, Perimeter Areas Section Manager 
Douglas Sherwood, EPA, Hanford Project Manager 
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