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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
7601 W. Clearwater, Suite 101 • Kennewick, Washington 99336 • (509) 546-1990 

January 21, 1994 

Grant County Office Of 
Board Of County Commissioners 

P.O. Box 37 
Ephrata. WA 98823 

Dear Grant County Com.missioners: 

9406308 

003842~ 

Re: Wahluke Slope Expedited Response Action (ERA) Cleanup Proposal Comment 
Response 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) appreciates your .comments on the 3 i t'1 I 
Wahluke Slope ERA. The intent of this proposal is to clean up the Wahluke Slope, not to 
imply any future use decision. The document will be revised to reflect this fact. We are 
aware of your concerns and assure you that the goal of this cleanup action will support 
unrestricted land use to the fullest extent possible. Additionally, cost estimates for each 
cleanup option are being revised to reflect a more accurate representation of actual costs. 

Ecology's mission is to protect, preserve, and enhance Washington's environment and promote 
the wise management of our air, land, and water for the benefit of current and future 
generations. To attain this mission, we will enforce environmental laws and regulations in a 
fair and firm manner. 

Although future land use decisions are not within our purview, Ecology fully supports the 
Hanford Future Site Uses Working Group's recommendation for unrestricted future use of the 
Wahluke Slope, and will vie for a remedy which promotes this recommendation. The Hanford 
Future Sites Uses Working Group provided many potential land use options for the Wahluke 
Slope including the Wahluke 2000 Plan. 

Again, thank you for taking the time to comment on the proposal. If you have any questions 
please contact me at (509) 736-3026, or Dib Goswami at (509) 736-3015. 

Sincerely, 

(~ (1 //"\-
Gary Freedman, l:1nit Manager 
Nuclear and Mixed Waste Management Program 

GF:mf 

cc: Dennis Faulk, EPA 
Walter Perro, USACE 
Administrative Record (Wahluke Slope ERA) 
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