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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOQY

7601 W. Clearwater, Suite 102 ® Kennewick, Washington 99336 ¢ (509) 546-2990
January 10, 1994

Ms. Rosemary Huntington
3826 N. Melrose Dr.
Portland, OR 97227

Dear Ms. Huntington:
Re: Wahluke Slope Expedited Response Action Cleanup Proposal

Thank you for your interest in the cleanup of the Hanford Site. This is not the proper
forum for a atomic physics course, but please let me explain a few basic principles.
There are approximately 105 elements known to date. Each element has many different
forms, most of which are radioactive. These radioactive elements are already in their
most basic forms. The only way to change this form is either to let the radioactive
elements naturally decay, or by a nuclear process (i.e., fission or fusion). The former
may take a few seconds to several million years, and the latter would only add to the
problem by creating more radioactive by-products.

As you can see, you were correct in stating that atomic waste is much more complicated
than high school science class. Current and future generations have inherited a legacy
that we did not want, but have no other choice than to deal with. We can only do our
best to develop better ways to handle and treat the waste that was generated years ago.
We welcome any ideas that may help, and your attempt is greatly appreciated.

The mission of the Washington State Department of Ecology is to protect, preserve, and
enhance Washington’s environment, and promote the wise management of our air, land,
and water for the benefit of current and future generations. We will continue to strive
for cleanup actions that support our mission.

Again, thank you for your interest. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
call me at (509) 736-3026, or Dib Goswami at (509) 736-3015.

Sincerely,
s
Gary Freedman, Unit Manager
Nuclear & Mixed Waste Management Program
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