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x% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONAGENCY
% & REGION 10 HANFORD PROJECT OFFICE
A 712 SWIFT BOULEVARD, SUITE 5
RICHLAND, WASHINGTON 99352

May 16, 1996

Arlene C. Tortoso

100 Area Groundwater Project Manager
U.S. Department of Energy

P.O. Box 550

Richland, WA 99352

RE: Support to Proceed with Remedial Action Well Drilling for
100-HR-3 / 100-KR-4.

This letter is to express conditional support for the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) to proceed with procurement and
associated construction activities for well drilling to be used
towards fulfillment of the requirements of the 100-HR-3 and 100-
KR-4 Record of Decision (ROD), dated April 1, 1996. Support is
provided prior to completion of the Remedial Design Report
Remedial Action Work Plan in order to initiate this critical path
work element and to complete this initial well construction
activity with available Fiscal Year 1996 funding.

During recent remedial design meetings (April 9, May 5, and May
13, 1996), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) have been
provided with draft planning documents, which included: (a)
proposed extraction, compliance, and injection well locations and
construction parameters; (b) modeling results of chromium plume
response, (c) assumptions and other aspects of the modeling
process, and (d) the importance of initiating procurement for
well construction activities in an expedited manner. The EPA and
Ecology are using this information as the basis for the decision
of support expressed in this letter. Regulator support is
provided with the following conditions:

(1) The DOE's requirements 1, t1  well network a
as per the ROD. We approve DOE's proposed well
construction activities to tI extent that they effect

the remedial action identified in the ROD.

(2) It is likely that the response of the aquifer and
capture of the chromium plumes will differ from the
modeled results used to design the well network. As
the actual aquifer and chromium plume response become
known, modifications to the well network may be needed
to meet the requirements of the ROD. We expect DOE to
modify the well network as necessary to meet and in
accordance with the ROD.
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iitional approval provided at DOE's request to
the procurement process does not constitute
design approval of this phase of the action.
2 apparent discrepancies between the ROD and
design plans. For example the 199-K-114A and
9A compliance wells should be located

ately midway between extraction wells (i.e.

ed about 150 feet southwest).

{4) we appreciate the Native American cultural sensitivity
associated with the 100-K area. We support remedial
actions that honor cultural concerns, but we require
DOE to keep us involved in these activities.

(5) Additional wells or other remedial activity will be
necessary to protect the river along the western
boundary of the 100-D Area once characterization
delineates the extent of the chromium-VI contaminated
groundwater entering the river.

If you have any questions regarding the conditional support
expressed in this letter, please contact the respective operable
unit project managers, Wayne Soper (509) 736-3049 or Laurence
Gadbois (509) 376-9884.

Sincerely,
Ao A7 Mogatn— Xt E Sodllp.
Wayne W. Soper Laurence E. Gadbois
100-HR-3 Project Manager 100-KR~4 Project Manager
Washington Stz = Department U.S. Tawironmental Protection
of Ecology Ac 1cy

cc: Ron Jacl._ n, Bechtel
Russell Jim, Yakama Indian Nation
Tony Knepp, Bechtel
Donna Powaukee, Nez Perce Tribe
J.R. Wilkinson, CTUIR
Administrative Record, 100-HR-3 and 100-KR-4




