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Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

DEC 1 7 1996 

Mr. Steve M. Alexander 
Perimeter Areas Section Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
1315 W. Fourth Avenue 
Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 

Dear Mr. Alexander: 
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RECOMMENDATION ON THE 100-N AREA IN-SITU TREATMENT ZONE (ISTZ) TREATABILITY 
TEST 

The ·u.s. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL), concurs with 
the State of Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) recommendation to not 
proceed with the ISTZ treatability test at this time. RL also supports 
Ecology's plans to issue an Interim Record of Decision for the 100-NR-l and 
100-NR-2 Operable Units. This will allow RL and Ecology to more fully address 
all issues associated with full-scale implementation of the ISTZ and other 
remedial measures before a decision is made to commit cleanup dollars to long­
term groundwater remediation and Columbia River protection. 

A baseline change proposal is being prepared to remove all remaining scope and 
budget associated with the ISTZ treatability test in the FY 1997-1999 
Multi-Year Work Plan. 

If you have any questions, please call me on 376-7142 . 

NAP:DEO 

cc: G. C. Henckel, BHI 
R. L. Person, EM-442 
D. R. Sherwood, EPA 
P. R. Staats, Ecology 

Sincerely, 

\)~ t~~ 
David E. Olson, Project Manager 
Groundwater Project 
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