














HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD
Revised Meeting Summary
July 9-11, 1997
Spokane, Washington

This is only a summary of issues and actions in this meeting. It may not represent the fullness of
ideas discussed or opinions given, and should not be used as a substitute for actual public
involvement or public comment on any particular topic unless specifically identified as such.

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

The meeting was called to order by Chair Merilyn Reeves. Oregon League of Women Voters
(Public-at arge). The meeting was open to the public. Four specific public comment periods
were provided. one at the end of the Wednesday evening session, one at 11:45 a.m. and one at
the end of Thursd , and one at 11:45 am on Friday.

Members present are listed in Attachment I, as are members of the public and others attending.
Board seats not represented were: Richard Berglund, Central Washington Building Trades
Council (Hanford Work Force), Tom Carpenter, Government Accountability Office (Hanford
Work Force), Pat  Danielson, Nez Perce Tribe (Tribal Governments), Gerald Hess, Gonzaga
University (Public-at-Large), Charles Kilbury, City of Pasco (Local Government Interests), Rick
Leaumont, Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society & Columbia River Conservation League
(Local avironmental Interests) Jim Watts, Hanford Atomic Metal Trades Council (Hanford
Work Force), Dor d Worden (Public-at Large).

Announcements Made Throughout the Meeting
[Items are listed in chronological order, rather than in the order made. Announcements with no

dates are listed last. ]

The next Environmental Restoration Committee meeting, scheduled for August 6, will be in
Portland rather than the Tri-Cities.

Betty Tabbutt, Washington League of Women Voters (Regional Citizens, Environmental, and
Public Interest Or; 1izations), announced that Maureen McCarthy is taking a one-year leave of
absence to work for the American Association for the Advancement of Science at the Pentagon.
She will be working on issues pertaining to international disarmament.

Mer m Reeves announced that there will be a National Dialogue pilot workshop planning
meeting on Thursc 7 evening at 6:30 p.m. There will be additional focus group meetings in
Oregon in October.
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know what kind of follow-up support they need. He stressed the need for independent
investigatic ; due to potential cover-ups. Public notification is needed immediately-not four
hours later. Paul Kruger said there were issues around the Superfund Amendment and
Reauthorization Act (SARA) plan and whether or not it was fully addressed as part of the
emergency planning processes that are in place. He said there are deficiencies in integrating
those two activities.

Tim Takaro, University of Washington (University), said the clinic at the University of
Washington saw six of the patients involved in the accident. Tim asked to see a model of the
chemical plume and asked about any estimates of additional exposures. Ron Gerton said that
data should be available within a week and will be included in the report. Plume data are still
being reviewed. The final report is expected around mid-July.

Greg deBruler, Columbia River United (Regional Citizen. Environmental & Public Interest
Organizations), e: ressed concern that a request for an indeper ' nt evaluation of the workers
did not happen until two weeks following the explosion. The Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Reg t together a proposal to monitor up to 14.000 people that have I 1expi  ~
to ' fo .. He asked how many workers have been exposed when their badges
reflected that they were not exposed. He expressed frustration that there are workers being
exposed daily and the agencies say there is no problem. First priority needs to be worker safety.
He questioned the “clean bill of health” from Kadlec Medical Center and strongly suggested that
the next time anyone is exposed that they bring in an off-site toxicologist, who is not affiliated
with the DOE. He wants to know what are the workers’ health problems.
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privatization. Merilyn Reeves concurred that there are clear benefits to mortgage and risk
reduction.

Art Tackett expressed concern that the proposed FY99 budget does not meet the goals of the
TPA. The PRF explosion is a potential forerunner to other problems and a more dangerous
explosion could have major ramifications to the agricultural industry around Hanford.

Greg deBruler said he thinks DOE is negligent in portraying the risks at Hanford and
recommended DOE put together a video about these risks. In addition, there needs to be
information on the nvironmental Restoration successes. He recommended DOE hire a firm to
produce this information in an understandable package. He added that the Columbia River
Comprehensive Impact Assessment provides a cumulative look at the risks and DOE needs to
look at the cumulative impacts of those risks.

Betty Tabbutt recommended that HAB advice reflect that DOE has not requested the appropriate
amount to met compliance. She recommended that the Attorney General be notified that the
+1 A is being ignored. Merilyn Reeves said this has been referenced in the memo to Al Alm.

Doug Sherwood, EPA, commented that there are a number of things needing to be addressed:

1. Look at what is being purchased. The same work is being performed and it is questionable if
the schedules will be extended even though there is more money.

2. Are good business decisions being made. especially when dealing with work force cuts? If
the cuts are so ep that ~>od business decisions are being eliminated, will that force non-
compliance?

3. Cuts to DOE : | DOE-Headquarters will increase 3161 and r«  tion-in-force costs and
other additional hidden costs.

Doug expressed disappointment in the funding levels and is concerned that whichever case
Hanford gets will result in less work being done.

Dick Belsey explaii 1 that Hanford needs to look at the life-cycle costs of cleaning up the site.
He referenced the 1993 Baseline Environmental Management Report in that the proportion of
life-cycle funds going to waste management around the complex averages 46%; at anford, that
number is 58%. It is a basis for the success of the Facilities Transition program. He expressed
concern that other sites want to send their waste to Hanford “because nobody lives
there.” Hanford ¢ not be the target for receiving waste when it cannot take care of its own.
The only thing that will make the site safer is stabilization. It is good business to clean up the
waste. Tim Takaro commented that costs will increase if the site is not cleaned up and risk to the
public will increase as well. He added that DOE has been reluctant to bring risk into the
equation when working with Congress. He said funds are being removed from Enviro: ental
Management and moved to Defense Programs and DOE needs to help fight that fight.

John Roecker, a member of the audience, recommended having specific funding targets that
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individuals from DOE-Headquarters that will be attending the meeting.

The final review of the letter will be conducted by the Executive Committee. The statement will
be distributed at the Salt Lake City “Performance and Budget at Hanford Management Work
Session,” and to t : regulators, the Northwest Congressional Delegation, the Governors of
Oregon and Washington. and the Washington Attorney General.

AGENDA ITEM #6: TANK "W ASTE REMEDIATION SYSTEMS

Ralph Patt described the vadose zone situation and said that concerns have been raised that
cesium is moving faster than expected through the vadose zone towards groundwater. Following
an expert panel recommendation, wells were drilled which showed that cesium had moved to
130 feet. There currently are almost no data from 130 feet to groundwater. If technetium-99 has
moved through groundwater, it could become a “show stopper” later for Phase II vitrification.
There is another expert panel looking at the implications of sluicing tanks that have leaked in the
AX tank farm and the environmental consequences of that causing more leakage. If there are not
enough data to do a risk assessment. there is a potential for a “show stopper” when retrieving
waste out of the tanks. There is a $4 million budget to finish the logging of the 750 dry wells,
but the issue of continuing drilling and understan ng the vadose zone below 130 feet is very far
down on the Integrated Priority List. Jackson Kinzer, DOE, said the plan is to extend the
borehole down to the water table this fiscal year; however, DOE is still holding to a plan of $4
million per year between now and FY98-FY99 for vadose zone work.

Jackson explained that with the help of Pam Brown, Jim Watts, Todd Martin and Harold
Heacock, informatic went to the Congressional delegation informing them of this issue, which
may result in another $35 million for the TWRS program. The template developed seems to
work and TWRS may see the additional funds. He said that the HAB has more influence on
Congress than DOE and is pleased to take advantage of that. Merilyn Reeves said that at the
Executive Committee meeting with Al Alm, he was asked if he used any of the Board’s advice.
Merilyn was not sure he had read any; however, he did say he would be glad to take the concerns
of the Northwest stakeholders back to D.C. Ralph Patt said he explained to Al Alm that if
money is not obtained for vadose zone characterization, there will be problems with vitrification.
Ralph added that 1other issue is interim stabilization of the tank farms. ~ ‘“ison Kinzer
commented that DOE is currently reviewing the barrier options to maintain or mitigate any of the
hydrc Hgic pressure 1 war rain. DOE will not go ahead with placing gravel over tank
farms until it comes up with a better approach.

Todd Martin reviewed the process for developing the TWRS privatization advice and believes
this will be a major piece of policy advice. He explained seven important points in the advice:
(1) the funding of two Phase 1 facilities, (2) assessment of TPA impacts, (3) DOE’s regulatory
rastructure for privatization is still unclear, (4) DOE’s inappropriately low priority for
alternate path plani 1g and consideration, (5) consideration of comparisons of the costs of
privatization and other alternative path contracting mechanisms, (6) the request to review the

Hanford Advisory Board. July 9-11. 1997 Page 17
Revised Meeting Sumr






























N —

VRN w

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

Attachments

Attendance

Draft Report on the Emergency Response to the Event on May 14. 1997, at the Plutonium
Reclamation Facility, Hanford Site, Richland, Washington

Richland Operations Budget Update

FY 1998 Budget Request Authorization Committee Action as of July 7. 1997

Schedule for Budget/Accelerated Cleanup Plan/Baseline Update

Talking Points on TWRS Privatization

Surplus Plutonit 1 isposition Environmental Impact Statement Scoping Meeting
Approximate Schedule For Storage & Disposition EIS Preparation

Results of July 1, 1997 Public Scoping Meeting for Surplus Plutonium Disposition
Environmental Impact Statement

. Surplus Plutoni 1 Disposition Environmental Impact Statement Public Comment

Opportunities Fact Sheet
FMEF Role in Plutonii  Disposition
Department of Energy Seeks Public Comments on Plans to  te Pluton 1 Disposition
Facilities P ; Release
etter from EPA and Ecology to Linda K. Bauer DC .. Headquarters regarding the 200 Are
Remediation Strategy
Openness Work ops Paper
DOE letter regarding travel policy changes.
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