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STATE OF WASHINGTON RECEIVED 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY DECO 4 1997 

1315 W. 4th Avenue • Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 • (509) 735-7581 DQE-RL/DIS 
December 2, 1997 

Mr. David Olson 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550, MSIN : H0-12 
Richland, WA 99352 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

Re: 100-NR- l Treatment, Storage, and Disposal Units Engineering Study, 
BI-Il-0 I 092, Draft A 

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has completed its review of the above 
referenced document. Ecology finds the conclusions of the document; in particular the packaging 
requirements and subsequently the remediation cost estimate, to be extremely conservative. 

The U.S. Department of Energy approached this study using the highest contaminant concentrations as 
the basis from which packaging requirements, exposure estimates, and remediation volumes were 
calculated. This approach represents a significant departure from the tact normally taken, which is to 
represent the lowest concentration (or at a minimum the average contaminant concentration) at a 
particular waste site. Sufficient subsurface soil data to confirm or deny the conclusions reached does not 
currently exist. Therefore, Ecology does not wish to spend time and dollars discussing the basis of the 
document or its conclusions at this point. Ecology asks that text to be added to the document describing 
the conservative approach taken and language which commits to sampling which will occur during the 
RD/RA phase of the project. The results of these samples would then be used to represent a more 
accurate picture of the total waste volume and the packaging requirements needed for disposal of the 
waste. 

Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (509) 736-3029. 

Sincerely, 

/fa~,(?/U 
Phillipi.-Staats 
N Area Project Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

PRS:skr 

cc: Doug Sherwood, EPA 
Larry Gadbois , EPA 
Mary Lou Blazek, ODOE 




