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Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Rasmussen:

SUBJECT: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA) Requirements for
Immobilization of Mixed Waste at the Plutonium Finishing Plant (PFP)
Treatment Unit ‘

References: (1) Letter, S. Mohan, Ecology, to J. Rasmussen, USDOE, and W. Adair,
FDH, “RCRA Requirements for Immobilization of Mixed Waste at the
Plutonium Finishing Treatment Plant,” dated September 22, 1999.

(2) Letter, J. Rasmussen, USDOE, to M. Wilson, Ecology, “Interim Status
Compliance at the Plutonium Finishing Plant (PFP) Treatment Unit
(T-2-8),” dated January 13, 2000.

This letter is to clarify the permitting requirements for the proposed cementation process for
treating dangerous or mixed waste at the Plutonium Finishing Plant (PFP) Treatment Unit and to
specifically address issues raised in the U.S. Department of Energy’s (USDOE) letter of January
13,2000, (Reference 2).

As stated in the Washington State Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) September 22, 1999, letter
to USDOE (Reference 1), Ecology received a Part A Permit Application, Form 3, in December
1998 for the PFP Treatment Unit. In the September 22, 1999, letter Ecology approved expansion
of interim status to accommodate the PFP Treatment Unit based on the understanding that the
treatment proposed at PFP is necessary to comply with corrective action requirements [See WAC
173-303-805(7)(b)(v)]. Therefore, USDOE may go forward with treatment of dangerous or
mixed waste in the PFP Treatment Unit as described in the December 1998 Part A, Form 3,
provided USDOE complies with all applicable interim status regulations and so long as Ecology
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does not terminate interim status under WAC 173-303-805(8). Please note that owners/operators

of facilities operating under interim status may not treat, store, or dispose of dangerous or mixed

waste not specified in their Part A Permit Application; may not employ processes not specified

in their Part A Permit Application; and may not exceed the design capacities specified in their

Part A Permit Application. Changes during interim status, including changes to add new wastes,

add new treatment processes, and increase capacity, may be allowed in accordance with WAC
173-303-805(7).

Attt 7 of 7 ology’s letter, USDOE had informed Ecology that the proposed trez  :nt

oc hePFPT * 1entUnitwas® _  1llinscale and not expected to exceed six months
in duration. Further, Ecology understood that USDOE intended to meet RCRA closure
requirements promptly upon completion of the treatment activity. Because of these -
understandings, Ecology decided in September 1999 that it was not necessary to request a Part B
Permit Application for the PFP Treatment Unit and that the Unit could safely and appropriately
operate and close under interim status. To support interim status closure, Ecology’s letter
reques 1a copy of the written closure plan for the PFP Treatment Unit. Because Ecology
unders 1ds that circumstances at Hanford can change quickly, the letter also cautioned that if
closure of the PFP Treatment Unit has not begun prior to December 31, 2000, submittal of a
Final Facility Permit Application might be required.

Since September 1999, Ecology has been informed that USDOE now plans to treat dangerous or
mixed wastes using the PFP Treatment Unit for several years, and that USDOE plans to use the
PFP Treatment Unit to treat waste other than the sand, slag, and crucible (SSC) waste originally
-identified for the short-term treatment process. As a result of these changes in the scope and
duration of the planned treatment in the PFP Treatment Unit, Ecology no longer believes it is
appro] _ate to allow the PFP Treatment Unit to operate and close exclusively under interim
status. Therefore, in accordance with WAC 173-303-805 (5)(i), Ecology hereby requests
that, no later than October 31, 2000, USDOE submit a Final Facility Permit Application
for the PFP Treatment Unit. The requirements for Final Facility Permit Applications are
described in WAC 173-303-806. Ecology also understands that USDOE still plans to begin
dangerous or mixed waste treatment in the PFP Treatment Unit under interim status, in
accordance with WAC 173-303-400. Ecology requests that, no later than April 1, 2000,
USDOE submit the following documents related to compliance with interim status
regulations at the PFP Treatment Unit:

¢ Land Disposal Restriction (LDR) (40 CFR 268.7) documents as detailed in the “Treatment
~Facility Paperwork Requirements Table” for each dangerous or mixed waste treated at the
PFE ..eatment Unit. See WAC 173-303- -400(3)(a)(i).













