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SUBJECT Update from Geoff; NRDA Training Information 
NO OF PAGES 6 

Geoff asked me to send this update out to everyone. Additionally, I requested information for the 
next RDA training which will be held May 12-1 5, 1998, in Newport, Rhode Island. I've 
included the announcement and course application with this fax. 

Mel 
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Trustee Council Participants 

Geoff Tallent 

Update 

This is a between-meetings update to keep everybody informed about what is going 
on. If you have any questions or comments on the information below, please give me 
a call. 

ext Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 12th and 13th. We are planning on holding 
it in the Atrium building in Richland. Jay, Melanie and I will be putting together the 
agenda over the next few weeks. If you have any items, please call me. Right now, 
the key agenda items correspond with the updates below. 

Melanie's Time 

Melanie is doing an outstanding job as the administrative secretary - perhaps too 
good of a job. Only a quarter of her time is allocated for Trustee Council Support, 
yet we are taking up nearly half of her time. The USDOE and Bechtel budget folks 
are going to start getting nervous if we don ' t work within the allotted time and 
budget. 

I will talk with Jamie and Darci about having more time allocated for Trustee 
Council support. I don't expect that to happen quickly. In the mean time, I ask us 
all to be sensitive to Melanie 's time and Council priorities when we ask for her 
support. My thoughts on the Council administrative support priorities are: ( 1) serve 
as a point of contact, (2) plan, support , and summarize full council meetings, (3) aid 
in coordination and information dissemination between meetings (i.e. faxes, e-mails, 
and phone calls). Necessity dictates that support for committees and workgroups 
become a lower priority. Please let me know if this is a hardship for anyone, or if 
you disagree with my thoughts on priorities. 
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1100 Area 

The 1100 Area PAS continues to move slowly. Since our last meeting, we have received a 
response from EPA and informal response from USDOE which fill in most of the pieces of 
information we were missing in our review of the 1100 Area documents. Largely due to the 
good work of Jena, the workgroup took out the background information that was in the draft 
PAS and created a background appendix that will support a brief PAS . 

The greatest outstanding issues remain the Horn Rapids and Horseshoe Landfill. EPA and 
USDOE were able to provide much more detailed information on the extent of contamination 
both before and after remediaition . The workgroup now needs technical assistance to determine 
whether or not there were likely injuries at those sites. We also need to close the loop on 
cultural resource impacts. 

Hopefully by the next Council meeting we wilJ be able to answer some of these questions. 

100 Area 

The I 00 Area saga continues. The workgroup' s biggest news is that we are tabling work on the 
PAS and exploring whether it would be better to not pursue the full, formal NRDA process 
( does this debate sound familiar?). The main reasons for this change in direction are: 

• Lost time on our contract with USF&WS, 
• Fear that not all USDOE offices will sign off on the formal process or the PAS , and 
• Increasing likelihood that procedural issues can not be resolved in time to get the studies 

underway. 

Our opinion is that getting the studies done is more important than the process. In addition, a 
tolling agreement should resolve the statute of limitations concern. Even without the PAS, we 
will still pursue a process that is consistent with the NRDA procedures for assessment planning 
and injury determination. 

The workgroup is not fully convinced of this change in direction. We will bring this up for 
discussion at the next meeting. In the mean time, we will refine our thoughts further , rewrite the 
stalled resolution stat ing our intent, and continue pursuing the tolling agreement. Also , work on 
the defining the studies will continue. We are meeting with USF&WS, regulators, PNNL, and 
others on February 1 1 & 12 to begin defining the parameters of the salmon study. The results of 
the two days will be reported at the next Council meeting. 
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Upland Committee 

The recently re-formed Upland Committee has been busy. 

They have been working with the TWRS program on follow-up mitigation commitments in the 
TWRS EIS covering the siting of the privately operated vitrification plants. The committee 
came to conceptual agreement with USDOE that the mitigation would have two key 
components. ( 1) Rectification of habitat along utility corridors supporting the facilities. (2) 
Compensatory mitigation for the large block of habitat that will be lost. The proposed 
compensation is improvement of simiJar central plateau habitat with tublings. USDOE and the 
committee agreed on a budget range of $350K-500K, with exact mitigation ratios, tubbng 
densities, and locations to be determined. The committee will be reporting their 
recommendations to the full council at the next meeting. 

A group in the Upland Committee is also currently reviewing the BRMAP and BRMiS. They 
have planned a conference call for February 25 at 10:00 to discuss their review and begin 
framing council comments. If you care to join the phone conference, call Jay by the 23rd. 

Members of the Upland Committee also drafted two letters of appreciation for USDOE 
programs. The letters are directed at the TWRS program for the Cross-Site Transfer System 
Mitigation and the Central Waste Complex for the w-112 mitigation. I will be framing the 
letters as Findings and sending them out for a council vote shortly. 

Finally, related to upland issues, the ERDF finding 97-02 remains on hold pending the 
reconciliation of concerns expressed by a Yakama Tribal Council Member. I hope to have this 
resolved and the finding signed-off by the next meeting. 

Groundwater/Vadose Zone Integration 

Groundwater and vadose zone issues are continuing to get a great deal of attention and 
fortunately Trustee interests are being considered in the discussions . As you know, I was 
invited to the meeting with Undersecretary Moniz to represent the Trustee Council. That didn't 
go so well. By the time the meeting happened the list of attendees had grown past the point that 
discussion could take place. I was in line to give a brief characterization of the Council and our 
role when John Wagoner cut the meeting off. On the bright side, being invited is a sign that the 
NRTC is getting attention. 

I also had a call from the facilitator who is meeting with the CRCIA and other groups dealing 
with Groundwater and vadose zone issues. I stuck to the talking points that we discussed at the 
last council meeting. It was a good conversation, but with no tangible outcome to report. 
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Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and Restoration 

May 12-15, 1998 * Newport, Rhode Island 

This course is designed for personnel from the Service and other Trustee 
agencies whose responsibilities include evaluating and participating in 
Natural Resource Damage Assessments (NRDA} and associated 
Restoration Activities. 

Participants are given the minimum tools and practical examples to 
complete a NRDA and begin Restoration of injured trust resources. Oil 
Pollution Act (OPA) and Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA} regulations will be discussed. 
The course will include practical exercises to complete an actual damage 
assessment and begin restoration planning. 

Objectives: Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to: 

Discuss the history, policies, legislation, and practical applications 
that guide the Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA} 
Program. 

Discuss and describe regulations pertinent to conducting a NRDA. 

Effectively preplan and coordinate with administrative staff, 
Environmental Contaminant Specialists, trustees, Responsible 
Parties, environmental groups, and the general public. 

Conduct a Natural Resource Damage Assessment using 
appropriate guidelines/regulations. 

Move the NRDA process towards effective and complete 
restoration of injured trust resources. · 

Be effective participants on a multidisciplinary NRDA team, 
including biologists, restoration specialists, managers, 
economists, attorneys, and contractors. 

How to apply: Please complete the application on the reverse side of 
this announcement and fax it to NCTC at (304) 876-7202, by March 16. 
1998. 

Cost: No charge to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees. A tuition 
fee of $450.00 will be charged to all other participants. 

Questions: Please contact Sherry Krest at (304) 876-7451. 
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Course Application 

COURSE INFORMATION: 

Course #:ECS 3111 

Date: 

Title:Natural Resource Damage Assessment & Restoration 

Location: ------ -------

APPLICANT INFORMATION: (business address/telephone preferred) 

Name: _________ _ Social Security Number·: ________ _ 

Organization (ie. FWS): _____________________ _ 

Duty Station: ________________________ _ 

Address: --------------------------
City: _______ _ State: -----

Zip: __________ _ 

Telephone{business): _________ _ Fax: ---------
Email: _____ ____ _ 

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS: Position : --------------
Federal 

__ State 

Student 

__ Private 

__ Consultant Tribal 

__ Other Public Agency 

SPECIAL NEEDS/REQUIREMENTS: ______________ _ 

BILLING INFORMATION: Agency Name: ________________ _ 

Address: --------------------------
City: ________ _ State: -----

Zip: _________ _ 

Attention: ----------- Telephone:..___..__ _____ _ 

# 2 / 2 

*Providing your SSN is voluntary. It will be used internally to verify training course attendance statistics. 
It will not be disclosed to other sources. 

Mail or Fax to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Conservation Training Center, Rt. 1, 
Box 166, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. Fax: (304) 876-7202. 


