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Dear Mr. u i!;lo:ft: 

Pursuant tu the CDRCT.A Tulling 1\greemen1 signed w.i.r.h the Department of Energy and the Nc;z 
Perce Tnk on July 6, 2001, the Yokama Nation (YN) is takini the opportunity lo comment on 
the draft StlOl.Pling and Analysi::i Instruction provided by the Departrnent ofEnergy concerning 
the injury to naturn1 res·..)urces occurring in the 1100 Area at the Hor~hoe Landfill. 

Last Decein~r the Yo.k:ama Nation 1ssucd a Prea'iSessmenl Screen Dekmunation (PAD) which 
concluded :b it injury to na:tural resources had probably occurred at the Horse!ihoe IAndfill 
included witll the PAD was a letter to Keith Klein. Mailager of the Richwid Operatioru; Office, 
indicating Uiat YN was planning to proceed with a natural ~source damage assessment C~RDA) 
of the 1100 Area under CF.RCLA § 107(t). On Janun-ry 3, 2001, ER/WM ~taff met wilh DOF.­
RL management, and discussed the PAD and how the DOE was going to oddresli these concerns. 
DOE agree,j to conduct some ~1ampling of soil bl the Land.fill to detennine lhe residual DDT. 
ODE and I:DD levels. le~g to the execution of the Agreement tolling the CERCLA stiitute.of 
limitations. 

The Yakatr.JI Nation ER/WM Prog.'1Wl bas revic-wetl this document. and has the following 
coocerns and suggestions: · 

1. Sampling Depth, "j 'he rationale given on page 3-1 (§ 3.1.2) for aoJ.y ~ampling to Oto 0.6 m 
(2 ft.) is not co~istent with either the natural resourcel:i present at the :»ite or the Landfill's· 
sampling history. YN rc..'-\:ommcnd:. that deep sampling be conuucted below the bottom of the 
trenches. Tbe O to 0.6 rn co.JJposite soil samples are appropriate for sample depth controI in 
W1disturbed soil~. 

2. Sample Design. Tb.is Instruction represents a boiler plate instruction dfrectc:d al an 
exploration level snmpl.i.ng project. YN's intont hert: is •ssentially for closuni confirmat..ion, und 
the design l nfortuiwtely ·misse~ the target. The previou.s invcstlgatiom' data Md analysi~ 
indicates that contamination continues-to be a problem in the itnrne()if;1te area oflhe Landfill 
The lnslructi'ln .shc.,uW tr. focu~d un cxp;:mding the soil sa01pling out in a grid rw:iiating from the 
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exi.!;ting sample conlrol lo~ations. Once coniplctcd, a closure confirmation-sampling program 
can be coml~ted. 

The apptoa~h in § 3 .1.1. to conduct an arca-wicle sampling by u.~ng a. randomly placed tru:mgu.la.r 
grid over the area of invcstigi.ilion to locate soil samples .is not appropriate for a confirmatury 
sampling project. YN's suggestion iii to provide a topographic map of the apprupriate scale tn 
de~ the land:fi]l area the djsturbcd and backfilled trenches. Once ukntified. all previous 
sample locations would be plotted aod a. new grid pkitle<l. For the backtilfod trenches. YN 
suggc.tihi that they be sampled fur clcaaliness (clean ~kfill)- i.e., did m,w contamination get 
introduced_ Historical. information and datn concerning lh.e use and remediation of the site? 
should bi; consulted a.s much .11.!1 possible Lo further refine the sampling approach. YN requests 
rhaL iill refert!nces to doc~>nts 11om the CERCLA process lh~t are employed to draJ:\ thc.: 
Sampling lostruction be lli.1ed m the Appendix. 

J. Immunoassay Fi1dd Analyiu_ The anal~is clescribed in§ 3.4.l is canfosing and not 
recorrum.--nd~ for a final closure confirmation-sampling project. The immunoa~y sampfuig 
needs to he c. r,,ntrol.lcd sampling with analysis conducted by an independent certified laboratory. 
Use of fie.Id lCSl kit::; fur sampling introduci;:l:i error and cannot ~ contrulled with th,: proper 
qualily controls Tequircd by EPA. 

The Yakama Nation F.R/WM Pre,,~ feels that these ~m.:t!ms and suggestions can be 
addressed ~st appropriately through a technical meetin; with DOE sttttl' that would be designoo 
t~ produc-, c1 Ima! Sa.rnplini and Analy»i::i Plazi for the Horscsbot,; Landfill. YN would like to 
work together with DOB ~ the other NRDA truslc:~ to further refine the sampling pmtoc:ol (o 
complete site clo.::;ure. YN a.ppreciatcs tht: ~ffurts undertaken by .RL tu date to resolve this hisue 
Eu1d CD!iure complete closure oflhe J 100 Area. My .statflooks forward to working with the noc 
in the final revisions ufthis document. If you. have any que~tions pl~ contact me at. (.509) 
452-25021 or Wade Riggsbee at (509) 582-6889. 

Sincerely, 

~~~: 
RusselJ Jim 
Manager 
Yakama Nation F.R/WM Program 

cc: Tom Z~ilman, OLC 
Drian Bany 
Dan Laodeen, Nez Perce Tribe 
Tom O'Drien, USDOl 
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