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Confederated Tribes and Bands 
of the Yakama Nation 

Honorable George W. Bush 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pemisylvania Avenue NW" 
Washington D .C. 20500 

Honorable Spencer Abraham 
Secretary of Energy 
U.S . Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington D.C.20585 

Honorahle Donald I-I. Rumsfcld 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20301 - 1000 

Honorable John Ashcron 
U.S. Attorney General 
U.S. Department of.Tusticc 
950 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington D .C . 20530-0001 

June 5, 2003 
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0075997 

Established by the 
Treaty of June 9 , 1855 

IIE!~~!~@ 
EDMC 

RE: CERCLA 60 Day Notice, Hnnford 100 Area and Hanford 300 Area 

Dear President Bush, Secretary Abraham, Secretary Rumsfe ld am.l Attorney Gt:neral 
Ashcroft: 

The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yak.ama Nation (Yakama Nation), a federally 
recognized Indian nation under the Treaty of June 9, 1855 (12 Stat. 951), has identified 
the United States of America, the United States Department of Energy and the United 
States Department of Defenl:ie as potentially responsible parlies liable to the Yakama 
Nation for natural resource damages resulting from the injury, loss or destruction of 
natural resources with respect to the Hanford 100 Area and the Hanford 300 Area, both of 
which .ire facili ties listed on the federal National Priority Liol and located in the State or 
Washington. 
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By lhis letter, you are hereby notified pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a) thaL the Yakama 
Nation intends to seek recovery of such natural resource damages regarding the Hanford 
100 an<l 300 Areas from the United States of America, Department of Defense, and 
Department of Energy by either amending its current litigation regarding the Hanford 
1100 Area (Confederated Tribes an.d Bands of the Yakarna Nation v. United States of 
America, et al, U.S.D .Ct., E.D.WA # CY-02-3105-WFN) orby filing a new lawsuit. 

Copies of this notice have been forwarded to· the other potential tribal , state and federal 
natural resource trustees . By this letter, you arc also invited to contact the Yakama 
Nation to initiate settlement discussions for this matter. For this purpose, or for any 
questions you may have, please contact Tom ·Zeilman at the Yakama Nation Office of 
Legal Counsel. He can be reached at (509) 865-7268. 

su·nce 

~ ~'ii-' .- c-=- k.. ~ / 
Ross K. Sockzehigh 
Chairman 
Yakama Tribal Council 

cc: Honorable Gary Burke, Chn.innan, Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 

Honorable Anthony Johnson, Chairman, Nez Perce Tribe 
Honorable Gary Locke, Governor, State of Washington 
Honorable Ted Kulongoski, Governor, Slate of Oregon 
Honorable Go.ii Norton, United States Secretary oflhe Interior 
Honorable Donald Evans, United States Sccrelary of Commerce 
Honorable Christine Tod.d Whitman, United States EPA Administrator 
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Yakama Nation 
OFFICE OFLEGAL COUNSEL 

To: Steve Wisness, Department of Energy Fram: Thomas Zeilman 

Fax: 509-376-4963 

Phone: 509-376-5363 
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INFORMATION IN THIS COMMUNICATION IS 
CONFIDENTIAL AND INTENDED FOR THE 

EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY 
NAMED ABOVE. ANY OTHER USE IS 
PROHIBITED. If you have received this 

communication in error, notify us irnmediststy by !Me 
telephone number above and return ths original to us 

at the address above, 11ie U.S. Postal Servlc.e. You 
will be reimbursed for postage 


