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POLICY ON PHOTOGRAPHS AND VIDEOTAPES ACQUIRED DURING COMPLIANCE INSPECTIONS 

It has been brought to our attention that the State of Washington 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) and State of Washington Department of 
Health (DOH) compliance inspectors have increasingly been videotaping 
portions of site inspections. 

The U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL) understands 
that the videotaping serves as a convenient means to visually and audibly 
document events. Since it is our intent to support all appropriate 
regulatory inspections, it is essential to establish a mutually agreeable 
policy relevant to the use of videocameras by regulatory agencies. RL is 
concerned with the potential release of unauthorized and sensitive 
information. Therefore, it is necessary to specify what is inappropriate 
subject matter for videotaping. Further, RL would like to request that 
copies of inspections photographs or videotapes be made available to RL or 
its Site contractors. 
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Such familiar things as security systems, security badges, and patrol 
responses may be sensitive and should not be photographed. Other areas that 
are considered sensitive information may include but are not limited to: any 
scientific, hi-tech, applied technology, patentable, export 
controlled, proprietary or experimental activities. The photographer should 
also be aware of the background setting during any authorized photography, so 
that sensitive information is not inadvertently captured in the photograph. 

Typically, inspection videotapes are not expected to involve security or 
sensitive information. In this regard, the inspectors will generally be free 
to videotape during the regulatory inspections. However, in the event where 
it is questionable whether sensitive information or portions of a security 
system are captured on film, it will be necessary for RL or its contractor 
representatives to view the tape prior to release. This determination will be 
accomplished by the facility manager or qualified escort. 

The videotapes generated by regulatory agency personnel during inspections can 
also be very useful to RL and its contractors. When requested, we ask that 
copies of inspection photographs or videotapes be made available to RL or our 
Hanford Site contractors. If it is more convenient, RL can perform the 
copying of the videotape. 

If you have questions regjrding this transmittal, pleas~ contact me or 
Mr. Alex E. Teimouri of my staff on (509) 376-6222. 

EAP:AET 

cc: B. G. Erlandson, WHC 
- G. W. Jackson, WHC 

Sincerely, 

Q,,~,t() ✓<3~ 
~~mes D. Bauer, Program Manager 

Office of Environmental Assurance, 
Permits, and Policy 
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