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D¢ ~artment of Energy
Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

JUL 2 1996

Mr. Steve M. Alexander

Perimete Areas _:ction Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

State of Washington

Department of Ecology

1315 W. Fourth Avenue

Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018

r. Douglas R. ¢ :rwood
Hanford Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5
Richl: d, Washington 99352-0539

Dear Messrs. Alexander and Sherwood:

LETTER OF NOTIFICATION: RESULTS OF GROUNDWATER ANALYSES AT SINGLE SHELL TANKS
(SST) WASTE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA) B-BX-BY

The SST WMA B-BX-BY has been designated as a dangerous waste managem« t unit
under the State of Washington Hazardous Waste Management Act of 1976, as
amen :d, and is operating under interim status. This WMA has been inac ive
since November 1980. Required quarterly sampling for WMA B-BX-BY begin in
February 1990. Results from the first four sampling events were used to
establish background data, and subsequent sampling results have been used to
determine if the waste site is affecting the quality of the groundwater.

Rest :s from the February 1996 sampling event and the required verification
sampling, which occurred in June 1996, indicate that the contamination
indicator parameter specific conductance in downgradient well 299-E33-32 is
elevated above the calculated background value. The background critical mean
value obtained from the upgradient well 299-E33-33 is 365.7 mmhos/cm. The
specific conductance replicate average obtained from well 299-E33-32 is 369.25
mmhos/cm. Verification sampling was conducted on June 21, 1996. The
verification sampling yielded values in excess of 400 mmhos/cm.

Because specific conductance is one of the indicator parameters for
groundwater contamination (listed in 40 CFR 265.92 (b) (3), the

U.S. Department of Energy is providing written notification of these results.
An assessment monitoring plan will be submitted within 15 days of this
notification to satisfy the interim-status monitoring requirements of Title 40

CFR Part 265.92.
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If you want to discuss this matter further or require additioni information,

please contact me at 373-9630.

GWP:MJF

cc: D. G. Horton, WHC
J. . Williams, WHC

Sincerely,

M. J. FJzz;n Project Manager

Groundwater PrOJect




