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Dear Messrs. Leja and Sherwood:

' PROPOSAL FOR PLANNED SHUTDOWN OF THE UMP AND TREAT SYSTEMS FOR
YEAR 2000 (Y2K)

The . S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL) Hanford Year 2000 Project
committee has reviewed the potential impacts of the Y2K event to the Hanford Site and has
provided planning assumptions to all RL contractors, including Bechtel Hanford Inc. (BHI),
regarding Y2K activities. The RL committee finding is that there is a high potential for a loss of
all normal Hanford power for the first several days of the New Year 2000.

As aresult of this finding, BHI evaluated the following three options for the operation of the
pump and treat systems in the 100 and 200 Areas during this time period: 1) provide emergency
power for full operation of the pump and treat systems, 2) provide emergency power for heating
the facilities only, and 3) shutdown the systems, offload the resin, and dewater the systems

placing them in safe shutdown.

Providing emergency power for either full operation of the pump and treat systems or for heating
the facilities only, is technically and economically feasible. This will require 11 separate 480 V
generators and  sonnel to support facility emergency operation or emergency power to heat the
faci ies. However, generators are not 100 percent relial : and if power outages were to occur,
personnel may not be available, due to personal obligations, to maintain and fuel these
generators. Consequences of even one generator failure for a short period of time (four to eight
hours) are significant, depending on the weather conditions. If freezing conditions exist,
significant damage to system equipment, tanks, and piping could result, possibly requiring the
systems to be down for a much longer period of time.

Based upon the risk of not having site power and not having personnel to support facility
operation and/or emergency power to heat the facilities, detailed planning is being conducted to
wn and plar  thepr ) and treat facilities in a safe condition with the emphasis on rapid

to ice.







